Women’s Clothing


One day this past spring, my husband and I came to the understanding that were weren’t supposed to wear mixed clothing.  

Lev 19:19 ‘Guard My laws. Do not let your livestock mate with another kind. Do not sow your field with mixed seed. And do not put a garment woven of two sorts of thread upon you. 

Deu 22:11 “Do not put on a garment of different kinds, of wool and linen together.

Until then, I had worn nothing but pants, and a skirt on Shabbat.  After we went through all of our clothes, I only had two pairs of pants and over five skirts!  It was then we came to another understanding that women were meant to wear skirts (i.e. Feminine articles of clothing) .  So now I wear only skirts to avoid crossing Debarim 22:5.

eu 22:5 “A woman does not wear that which pertains to a man, nor does a man put on a woman’s garment, for whoever does this is an abomination to יהוה your Elohim.


Now a lot of people will generalize this statement and say, “Well, this verse is speaking of drag queens, and cross dressers.”  But that’s like saying it’s ok to celebrate Christmas with Christmas trees by generalizing this verse:

Jer 10:3 “For the prescribed customs of these peoples are worthless, for one cuts a tree from the forest, work for the hands of a craftsman with a cutting tool. 

Jer 10:4 “They adorn it with silver and gold, they fasten it with nails and hammers so that it does not topple.

Now who are we to say that YHWH’s Torah doesn’t include us because, “if you generalize it,” That is taking away from Torah, which we all know to be a grave sin.  Now I understand that there are pants that are specifically made to fit a woman’s body, such as women’s flair jeans, Capri’s, low cut, etc.   Now, with that in mind, let me throw one word into the picture.  Modesty. What is the definition of modesty? According to the Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary:
Main Entry:

mod·es·ty 

Pronunciation:

\ˈmä-də-stē\ 

Function:

noun 

Date:

1531

1 : freedom from conceit or vanity 

2 : propriety in dress, speech, or conduct
Now, with that definition, do you think that women’s jeans reflect  and encompass the modesty that YHWH’s people are expected and supposed to have? I don’t believe that they do.  We are to be a pure nation, set apart in all behavior so that our loving Father has a clean and blameless reputation through us.  This is one of the many ways we are called to bless YHWH.


Now, I know some of you are asking, “How in the world am I supposed to work in these skirts?”  I’m glad you asked.  If you are a keeper of the home, like Scripture says is our designated role, you should have no problem doing things around the house like picking up after hubbies, children, and pets.  For outside labor, if it’s cold, I put a pair of heavy, warm pants underneath my skirt in order to stay warm.  Note that the appearance is still the same!  I still wear a skirt.  Another way I do things outside is to layer my skirts.  This was a common practice with pioneer women during the cold months.  


One of the common assumptions is that if we wear skirts all the time, and take a few  minutes to get our appearance in order with a touch of makeup perhaps, or a fancy head covering (or barrette for those of you who don’t wear head coverings), is that we are delicate and “girly”.  First of all, there is NOTHING wrong with acting like the ladies that we were created to be.  In fact, this is our calling.  We are supposed to be pleasing to the eye, not brazen to the eye.  Yes, we are called to be feminine, but we are also called to be capable.  Let’s look at the definition, shall we?

Main Entry:

ca·pa·ble 

Pronunciation:

\ˈkā-pə-bəl, in rapid speech ˈkāp-bəl\ 

Function:

adjective 

Etymology:

Middle French or Late Latin; Middle French capable, from Late Latin capabilis, irregular from Latin capere to take — more at heave

Date:

1579

1: susceptible <a remark capable of being misunderstood>

2obsolete : comprehensive

3: having attributes (as physical or mental power) required for performance or accomplishment <is capable of intense concentration>

4: having traits conducive to or features permitting <this woman is capable of murder by violence — Robert Graves> <an outer coat of light color capable of reflecting solar heat — Current Biography>

5: having legal right to own, enjoy, or perform

6: having or showing general efficiency and ability <a capable lawyer> <a capable performance
According to the third definition, we are to be intelligent women.  We are to be able to bear all of the burdens of the home, including cleaning up the yard, repairing leaky faucets,  making financial decisions at the grocery store, etc.  Trust me ladies, nothing turns a man on more than his woman showing that she is responsible, sensible, intelligent, and capable of doing things that he can, but doesn’t have to do.  Now, about being “girly”,  by this  term I am referring to  the “delicate” “Eewww, dirt!” kind of women.  Let’s see what Torah has to say about this type of woman.
Deu 28:56 “The tender and the delicate woman among you, who have not tried to set the sole of her foot on the ground because of her delicateness and tenderness, her eye is evil against the husband of her bosom, and against her son, and against her daughter, 

Deu 28:57 and against her seed which comes out from between her feet, and her children whom she bears, for she eats them in secret for lack of all, in the siege and distress with which your enemy distresses you in all your gates.

What do you think about that?  Do you see?  It is evident in Scripture how we are supposed to be, and how we are to teach our daughters to be, so that we and our daughters are not burdens to our husbands and their future husbands.


So we see in all of this Scripture how we are supposed to dress and act.  Soon, I will complete this teaching with the second part which will be on the Mishle 31 woman.  I hope you have learned much, but please remember to prove all things for yourself.

-Sarah 

