What is Woman's Purpose?

This teaching is directed toward YHWH's purpose for women.  I believe a lot of women today don't quite understand their purpose in the body.  So in order to provide some clarification on this subject, let's turn to Bereshith (Genesis) to the creation story.
Gen 2:19 And from the ground יהוה Elohim formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called each living creature,  that was its name. 

Gen 2:20 So the man gave names to all livestock, and to the birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field. But for the man there was not found a helper for him, as his counterpart.

Here we see the creation of the animals, each one being male and female for the purpose of procreation.  Every animal had a partner so to speak.  YHWH saw that man didn't have anyone or anything to help him, so he decided to create a counterpart.  
Gen 2:21 So יהוה Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall on the man, and he slept. And He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 

Gen 2:22 And the rib which יהוה Elohim had taken from the man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 

Gen 2:23 And the man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. This one is called ‘woman,’ because she was taken out of man.” 
Woman was made from one of Adam's ribs.  The significance of that is most profound.  Let's think about the rib, it's purpose, and then maybe we'll see a bit more of woman's purpose in the body. The first thing we notice is that she is created to be his counterpart.  The definition of counterpart according to Webster's Dictionary is "one who complements another", so obviously, we are to complement our husbands, and not rule over him, but act as a partner.  Now, the fact that we were created from the rib says a lot to how we are supposed to complement man.  The rib itself covers and protects the vital organs, enabling them to stay safe from harm. Another thing that is particularly interesting is not only the fact that the rib is vitally important in the structure and stability of man, but the fact that the rib is not seen.  It has a covering of muscle and skin.  I believe this gives us great insight into the beautiful picture that YHWH has given us to follow.

Let me give you an example of how we are be helpers for our husband.  If we follow all that Torah says, and are husbands are trying their hardest, but stumble, by our example, we can show them what they need to work on, simply by following Torah.

1Pe 3:1  In the same way, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that if any are disobedient to the Word, they, without a word, might be won by the behaviour of their wives,
1Pe 3:2 having seen your blameless behaviour in fear. 

1Pe 3:3 Your adornment should not be outward – arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on dresses – 

1Pe 3:4 but the hidden Man of the heart, with the incorruptible ornament of a meek and peaceable spirit, which is of great value before Elohim. 

1Pe 3:5 For in this way, in former times, the set-apart women who trusted in Elohim also adorned themselves, being subject to their own husbands, 

1Pe 3:6 as Sarah obeyed Aḇraham, calling him master, of whom you became children, doing good, and not frightened by any fear.  

I love this verse because it gives me strength when I have none.  Just to know that if I'm not following Torah to every letter, how can I not only expect my husband to be able to do so, but how can I show him what he's doing wrong?  We are supposed to be their support behind the scenes, and to help them with their kingdom work, and by doing so, we are doing kingdom work ourselves.  

Now, I grew up in a family where the women run the household to the letter.  Don't get me wrong, we are supposed to run our homes, but we also have to realize, that our husbands do have the last say in everything.  For instance, my husband explained it to me like this:  I am a commander in his army, and he is the general.  In order for him to know what his troops are doing, and keeping everyone in check, he has appointed commanders over smaller portions for his army, that way he still knows exactly what's going on, but he has only a small percentage to talk to as opposed to the whole army.  So you see, in order for your husband to be doing what he's supposed to be doing, and in a functional, timely way, you have to do your part.  One of the things I've realized in my short years of marriage is that there are fundamental tools to master.  Number one is communication.  Again, with the hypothetical situation, the commanders must effectively communicate with their CO's in order to be given the specific instructions that won't get them killed.  We must learn to communicate with our husbands in a similar fashion.  Men have a specific way they understand and like to be communicated with.  Yelling is not one of these.  Each man is different, so you just have to "go with the flow" so to speak.  Number two is compromise.  Many commanders can give their generals many valid suggestions as to which path to take to lead to victory because the commanders know the ground, more so than the general, so they have the authority to pose their personal advice.  Now the general has every bit of power to usurp what the commander says because he's the top dog, and has more war experience than the commanders.  So even though you think mopping the floor this particular way is better, and your husband doesn't agree, what's the big deal?  Do it your husband's way, he rejoices in you, and the floor gets mopped.  No problem.  The number three thing that I have learned is submission.  This occurs when your husband corrects you, and you strongly disagree with what he's saying.  Once again, with the military situation, even though the general makes many a people angry, they are still required to follow his instructions.  If you don't, it could mean death.  I know this sounds a bit harsh, but let's look at it from an everyday standpoint.  Let's say you lose your temper and start yelling at everyone around you, husband, kids, mother-in-law....let's just say....Your husband tells you to calm down right now because you're flipping out over something that's not even important.  You disagree and say that the pink painted dog that he orchestrated is quite important because now the dog who was painted pink, then hosed down to get the pink off and didn't work, is now tracking not only the pink paint, but mud all over the house, and you know for a fact that you will have to clean it up, and now your house that you just cleaned yesterday for Sabbath, is going to have to be cleaned again with the utmost cleaning capabilities.  Ok, take a breath.  Think about this, if you yell, and scream, and gripe, and moan, etc. Your husband WILL most likely, without a doubt, make you clean it all up by yourself.  Now, if you take a different approach and say something along the lines of "Honey, I'm sorry, I didn't mean to yell.  It's just that I cleaned the whole house yesterday in preparation for Sabbath, and then you and the kids and your mother decided to have some fun and paint the dog pink. Now I worked very hard yesterday, making sacrifices with things that I wanted to do in order to clean the house.  So would you and the kids please give the dog a proper bath and clean up after yourselves while I make dinner?"  Which do you think will give you a better response from your husband?  Which do you think will set a better example for your children?  Remember, you are not only an example to your husband, but to your children, so they grow up in Torah.

I hope this has given you a better understanding of our places in the body, in Torah, and in your marriage.  Shabbat Shalom, to you and your family, and shalom to you in this upcoming week.

Sarah
