The Passover Season Festivals 

of Yhwh

Disclaimer of How I split the Set-Apart Festivals of Yhwh into Seasons
In Wayyiqra (Lev) 23 Yhwh lists His Set-Apart days. He explains to us the sacrifices and the details of what we are supposed to practice to remember the covenant, but also to remember the promises. This teaching is going to be on the Passover Season Festivals of Yhwh. First of all, let me explain how I divide the Festivals of Yhwh. In Wayyiqra 23 He lists His Set-Apart days. In verse 3 is the Sabbath, verse 5 is the Passover, and verse 6 through 8 is Unleavened Bread. Then it starts over in 9 with:
Lev 23:9 And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 

This is the point where I end the Passover Season Festivals of Yhwh. This is where he begins the next Season of Days, which is Pentecost. From verses 10 through 22 He tells of how to count and calculate the day of Pentecost. Also He tells us of the sacrifices and offerings required for that day. This is the Counting Season Festivals of Yhwh. Then we see in verse 23:
Lev 23:23 And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 

This is where the Counting Season Festivals of Yhwh end, and He begins talking about Trumpets, Attonement, and Tabernacles. These are the Harvest Season Festivals of Yhwh. Then in 37 He says:

Lev 23:37 ‘These are the appointed times of יהוה which you proclaim as set-apart gatherings...as commanded for every day.

This is the end of his detailed description of the days, and this is how I divide them into seasons. This is merely for the convenience of splitting it into teachings, and I wanted to make clear my reasons. Now on with the teaching
Passover
The Passover of Yhwh is the first Festival of Yhwh to be found in the accounting of the Set-Apart Days. Yhwh says in Wayyiqra (Lev) 23 in verse 5:

Lev 23:5 ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, between the evenings, is the Passover to יהוה. 

This is the only thing mentioned here about the Passover. The reason for this is that the Israelites were just recovering from the participation in the Original Passover! Lambs and Blood and Dead Firstborn, the whole thing! They lived through the original fulfillment of this day. You see a much better explanation of Passover starting in Shemot (Exo.) 12:3

Exo 12:3 “Speak to all the congregation of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month each one of them is to take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. 

The Israelites were told to pick a lamb on the 10th day of the month of the Aviv barley. This was the lamb for passover, so why would they need to pick it out 4 days ahead of time? Lets read on. Verse 5 says

Exo 12:5 ‘Let the lamb be a perfect one, a year old male. Take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 ‘And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then all the assembly of the congregation of Yisra’ĕl shall kill it between the evenings. 

Here it says that the lamb is to be Perfect, and "a year old". We would understand that to mean between 12 months, and 24 months old, but that is a "Western" mindset. Hebraically the infant was 1 year old when it was born, so this means a lamb less than 1 year old in our perspective. Also it says that they were to keep the lamb for 4 days. The idea behind this was that it  was supposed to be inspected for the 4 days to ensure that it was perfect; and it was to be loved for 4 days, so that it would be an actual sacrifice, emotionally, and would count as a cover for sin. During those 4 days, it would probably recieve a name, if there were children present. It would probably be taken well care of and cherished, before the sacrifice. This was to be an rehearsal of the sacrifice of the "Lamb of Elohim". That however is only half of the picture. Lets continue.

Now if we take into consideration what it says in Colossians 2:16,17

Col 2:16 Let no one therefore judge you in eating or in drinking, or in respect of a festival.. or Sabbaths – 17 which are a shadow of what is to come – but the Body of the Messiah. 

Looking at this verse we find 2 deep truths. First we see the fact that the Festivals and Sabbaths are "a shadow of what is to come". This means that each Festival and Sabbath of Yhwh is merely a taste, a shadow of what He has in store for us when they are fulfilled. Secondly, we see that it says that we are to "Let no one therefore judge you.. in respect of a Festival or a New Moon or a Sabbath." Does this really mean that we can not look at someone elses fault and say "yes, that is wrong", or "no, that's not the right day"? No. Read the context. It says "Let no one therefore judge you.. in respect to a Festival or a New Moon or a Sabbath - but the Body of Messiah." Are we not all part of the Body of Messiah when we take His Body and Blood in the bread and wine at Passover? We are allowed to judge one another, but only against the Torah. We can take the measuring rod of Moshe, and hold it up to what we see, and see if it fits. If not, then we can most certainly proclaim it wrong. BUT, we MUST also be open to others doing the same with us. We must look at the one saying "This is wrong, here it is in Torah." and say "Thank you, Brother. I will study this."

Now what is the Shadow of Passover a "Shadow Picture" or "Outline" of? Yahshua HaMashiac Ben Yhwh. He was the "Lamb of Elohim" that was sacrificed to repay our debt of sin. He was sacrificed as the passover lamb approx. 2000 years ago. But, that was only half of the picture. Also on Passover night, after the lamb was sacrificed, Yhwh passed throughout Egypt and killed all the firstborn, who didn't have the sign of Yhwh, the blood over the doorpost. This is the latter portion that has yet to be fulfilled. When the final "seven" of Daniels end time prophecy comes to pass, you can look forward to this exact thing happening in all of "Mystery Babylon". I believe that this sign of blood is somthing that we show when we accept Yahshua as the Messiah, and Repent of the Paganism that we were entrenched in, and Turn 180 degrees, and keep Torah, and the will of the Father Yhwh. This is the message that Yahshua came to teach. To turn away from all else and Follow the Torah. When He returns, it will no longer be to teach. He will return as the Judge and King, not as Servant and Savior.  Passover is a picture of our being released from this servitude we have been born into, and His deliverance of us from our enemies.

The Days of Unleavened Bread
The Days of Unleavened Bread are the week long festival that follows the Passover. It says in Wayyiqra (Lev.) 23 verse 6 through 8:

Lev 23:6 ‘And on the fifteenth day of this month is the Festival of Unleavened Bread to יהוה – seven days you eat unleavened bread.7 ‘On the first day you have a set-apart gathering, you do no servile work. 8 ‘And you shall bring an offering made by fire to יהוה for seven days. On the seventh day is a set-apart gathering, you do no servile work.’ ” 

On the 15th day of the month of the Aviv barley, was the First day of the Days of Unleavened Bread. It is a Set-Apart day, and we are NOT to do any work. Also, for 5 days after that we eat unleavened bread with each meal. Also we are to find NO leaven of ANY sort anywhere in our lands. Then on the 7th day we have the Last day of the Days of Unleavened Bread. This is also a Set-Apart day, NO work, and at sundown on this day, the 21st, leaven is once again permitted in your land. This is the command of Yhwh, and it is, like all of the Set-Apart days, a "Shadow" of good things to come. This removal of leaven from our lives is a picture of removing sin. If you have ever really kept these days, you will understand the lessons firsthand. Vaccuming and dusting everywhere, weeks of hard work. How often do you end up finding leaven where you thought there couldn't be any? Where you thought you got it all out from? Or even in your food, when you forget what your doing and get a slice of pizza? or a hamburger? It teaches us to keep track of ourselves, and what we do at each decision. It shows us the value of diligent self control. All of Torah requires that we have the most exquisite level of self control of any man alive. None of us have ever been able to control ourselves, but Yahshua Himself. When you keep the days, and keep His laws, they push you in the right direction. They teach you how to align yourself with the Father in a way that is beneficial to both parties. When you aren't fighting Him, and trying to hold on to the reigns of your own life, and let Him lead you, you will always get to where He intends you to go. This festival is a "Shadow Picture" of us being taken out of this "Egypt" and starting towards His kingdom, and our land. It says in Shemot (Exo.) 12 verse 17

Exo 12:17 ‘And you shall guard the Festival of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I brought your divisions out of the land of Mitsrayim. And you shall guard this day throughout your generations, an everlasting law. 

This verse tells us of the picture. "...for on this same day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt.". This is the day He will bring us out of our present "Egypt". At His return.

I pray for each of us out there. Those of us who are truly trying and understand, and those of us out there who are lost sheep, still not sure what direction to go. I pray that Yhwh will guide and direct us all back together as Yisrael, soon and expediently.

May Yhwh bless and keep you.

May Yhwh lift His face to you and show you favour.

May Yhwh make His face to shine upon you and give you peace.

Shalom, brothers and sisters.

-Lahav "Ben Ruach"
