Slaves & Servants...

I've been doing a lot of thinking lately. In this thinking I was searching for an answer as to why people were always so blind to the reality they live in. I came to the understanding that people in the world today, have a skewed, or misled, view of the difference between a "Slave" and a "Servant". In this teaching I hope to increase your understanding, or at least help clarify, in this issue. I believe that having a proper understanding of these two words, and how they are used in scripture, is absolutely necessary to understanding the context and meaning of many things in the scripture as a whole.

First, we will look at the English definitions of these words. 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines "Slave" in two ways
As A Noun:

1: a person held in servitude as the chattel of another

2: one that is completely subservient to a dominating influence

3: a device (as the printer of a computer) that is directly responsive to another

and As A Verb:

1: to work like a slave

2: to make directly responsive to another mechanism

And "Servant" in one way

As A Noun:

1: one that serves others 

2: one that performs duties about the person or home of a master

Now, this isn't anything out of the ordinary. A "Slave" is a "badly treated, less than human, drone".... That's not what it says. A "Slave" is someone who is in "Servitude" to someone else. Someone who is completely "Subservient" to a "Dominating Influence", and the relationship between them is directly related to a printer on a computer. Now, let's look a little deeper here, before we move onto "Servant". 

The printer in a computer network takes "Orders" from the computers given "Access", or "Permission" to be over it. Also, the printer must be given certain resources to continue working. Ink, Electricity, Paper, Staples, Etc. These things are supplied by either the computer, or by the people using the computer. The printers certainly don't have to go out and find them on their own. 

Now, let's look at this from another perspective. The average "Working Man" as they are called, gets up at 6:30 every morning, gets to work by 8:00, then is given "Orders" by someone who is given "Permission" or "Access" to the man's specific working task. The man must be "Completely Subservient" to this person, or they will be terminated. Then, the man is supplied with what he needs to continue to do his job, and survive, when he's not working. This man usually will gain income, at about the same rate that his expenses increase. He will normally not make much more than he needs for most of his life. This man is a slave.

Now let's look at what a "Servant" is. A "Servant" is not a "Slave". A "Servant" is someone who does specific or general things directly for "Others". This "Servant" is conveniently located around his "Masters" "Person" or "House". Now this should be taken to include the "Masters" property in general. A "Servant" then does whatever his "Master" tells him to do. 

Now we can see that there is no pay for this work, no give and take in this relationship. A "Servant" has no "Salary", or "Pay". He does what he does because he feels he must, period. He may be very well taken care of, by his "Master", or he may only "Serve" his "Master" for a small amount of time, but when you "Serve", it is actually very very close to what most people would consider "Slavery" today, even though that's not what it means.

Oddly enough, both of these words, in Hebrew, are the same word.

Ehbehd

H5650
‛ebed
eh'-bed
From H5647; a servant: -  X bondage, bondman, [bond-] servant, (man-) servant.

This word, is translated as both Slave, and Servant in the scriptures. This word comes from a "Primitive Root" word. Let me explain the "Primitive Root" in the Hebrew grammatical structure. All Hebrew words come from a relatively "small" group of "Root" words. These "Roots" are not words, in and of themselves. They are the philosophical ideology behind the words that contain their letters. As an example: Mehlekh is the Hebrew word for "King" where as Mehlahkim is the Hebrew word for "Messengers". In Hebrew there are no vowels. So these words would be spelled "MLKh" and "MLKhYM". Both contain the letters "Mem" "Lamed" "Khof". The "Root" "MLKh" means "Kingly" or "Pertaining to a Kingdom". The Hebrew words for Border, Reign, etc. all have this root, and these letters. Now, the "Root" for Ehbehd, is

Ahbahd

H5647
‛âbad
aw-bad'
A primitive root; to work (in any sense); by implication to serve, till, (causatively) enslave, etc.: -  X be, keep in bondage, be bondmen, bond-service, compel, do, dress, ear, execute, + husbandman, keep, labour (-ing man), bring to pass, (cause to, make to) serve (-ing, self), (be, become) servant (-s), do (use) service, till (-er), transgress [from margin], (set a) work, be wrought, worshipper.

This means that "Ehbehd" is directly related to work, and according to its definition it means a "Bondage" or "Bondservant" work. 

Now, let's look at something else. In the original Hebrew Text, there were no vowel points that distinguish one word from another. "Ehbehd" is spelled "Ayin" "Beit" "Dalet". Now in the original text, since there were no vowels, every word was read in context, so you would know what they meant. This means that any of the words spelled this way can be used here. So, let's look at the other Hebrew Words spelled this way. 

Abad

H5648
‛ăbad
ab-ad'
(Chaldee); corresponding to H5647; to do, make, prepare, keep, etc.: -  X cut, do, execute, go on, make, move, work.

Abad

H5649
‛ăbad
ab-ad'
(Chaldee); from H5648; a servant: - servant.

Abahd

H5652
‛ăbâd
ab-awd'
From H5647; a deed: - work.
So we can see, now, that these words, "Slave" and "Servant" describe two different types of work, and that in the Hebrew, there isn't words for both, but the idea is present in the different definitions of the words. 

Let's look at how these words are used in scripture.

In Bereshith(Gen) we find the story of Yoseph, the second to youngest brother of Yisrael's forefathers. The story starts in chapter 37. It has a break in the middle, a sort of rabbit trail about Yehudah, then continues in 39 all the way through until the end of the book, in chapter 50. I advise you to read the whole thing, for a better understanding of context, but I will supply enough verses to make the teaching understandable. In this story slavery comes up a good number of times. Just a bit of back story first.

We will start in chapter 37. In this chapter Yoseph is shown two dreams where he is made out to be a ruler or king over his brothers. Then, his brothers capture him, and sell him to Midyanites. They take his robe, make it look like he was killed, and show it to their father. 

Now we can see here that this form of "Ehbehd" is "Servant". He was sold to the Midyanites, and they sold him to Potiphar in Mitsrayim (Egypt).

 Now in Chapter 39, in verse 2 we read:

2 And it came to be that יהוה was with Yosĕph, and he became a prosperous man, and was in the house of his master the Mitsrite. 
This is an example of the "Servant" role. He was bought to do work for his "Master", and he is even kept in his "Masters" house. Next, in verses 3-4, we see that Yoseph is rewarded, not paid, but given more responsibility, and authority, over his Masters house.

3 And his master saw that יהוה was with him and that יהוה made all he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So Yosĕph found favour in his eyes, and served him, and he appointed him over his house, and gave into his hand all that he had. 

This is a perfect example of how a "Servant" should be. We are to SERVE the father, not just "Work" or "Slave" away for him. We are not to expect anything in return for what we do, except for our basic needs. This is the role of a "Servant". 

Now after this, the "Master's" wife was attracted to Yoseph. She tries twice to seduce him. Both times, he refuses, but the second time, she steals his outer garment. He flees, and she accuses him of rape. He is then thrown into prison, in verse 20.
20 Then Yosĕph’s master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the sovereign’s prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison. 

At this point, Yosef is confined to the prison, BUT in the very next verse, Yhwh was looking out for Yoseph, and he was given favour in the eyes of the warden. Verse 21-23 it says,

21 But יהוה was with Yosĕph and extended kindness to him, and He gave him favour in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 And the prison warden gave into the hand of Yosĕph all the prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever was done there was his doing. 23 The prison warden did not look into any point that was under Yosĕph’s hand, because יהוה was with him. And whatever he did, יהוה made it prosper. 
This is an example of true "Slavery". Yoseph was working for the warden. He was not his servant, he didn't do things for the warden, he did things for the prison. He was likely paid for his work, as well. The warden made him "Manager" of the prison. 

We can see the similarities in the two positions, but we can also see the differences. The "Servant" position he filled, was at Potiphar's "House". He was allowed to come and go as he pleased, as long as he returned. He was over his other "Servants", and was in charge of the "House". His "Slave" position, was at a prison, not the warden's house. He was then placed over Prisoners, and other workers. He was confined to the prison, but he was running the place. His "Slave" position, was a "Job", at the prison, whereas his "Servant" position, was NOT a "Job", because it was involuntary.

After Yoseph was in the prison for a while, the "Cupbearer" and "Baker" of Pharaoh were thrown into prison. They each have a dream, and Yoseph interprets the dreams, and they play out just as he said. The "Cupbearer" was returned to his position, and the "Baker" was hanged. The "Cupbearer" promised to remember Yoseph, when he was out of jail, but forgot for 2 years. Then 2 years later Pharaoh had two dreams, and no one could interpret them. The "Cupbearer" remembers Yoseph, and gets him out of the prison. He brings him to Pharaoh and Yoseph interprets both of Pharaoh's dreams, as the same dream. Then as an extra effort, Yoseph details a general plan of action to prepare for the 7 years of Famine, that Yhwh warned Pharaoh of. Now after this, Pharaoh sets up Yoseph as the Master of all MITSRAYIM! Pharaoh says to Yoseph, in chapter 41 verse 40,

40 “Be over my house, you yourself, and at your mouth all my people shall kiss – only in the throne I am greater than you.” 

This is Pharaoh setting Yoseph up as the Master over all of Mitsrayim, and only in the fact the Pharaoh sits on a throne, is he of more authority than Yoseph. This means it is only a formality, and that Yoseph was given power. This is a perfect example of Yhwh rewarding His "Servants". He knows what is happening, and as long as we "Serve" Him with all our heart, and try our hardest to let HIM make our decisions, then we will also be rewarded, as good "Servants". 

There is something Yahushua teaches, in Matt. 25, that I want to go over now, in closing to this teaching. The parable of the Master, who gives "talents" which were money (somewhere in the vicinity of a gold oz. I'm told) to his 3 servants. I'll let Yahushua tell the story...

Mat 25:13 “Watch therefore, because you do not know the day nor the hour in which the Son of Aḏam is coming, 14 for it is like a man going from home, who called his own servants and delivered his possessions to them. 15 “And to one he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability, and went from home. 16 “And he who had received the five talents went and worked with them, and made another five talents. 17 “In the same way, he with the two also, he gained two more. 18 “But he who had received the one went away and dug in the ground, and hid the silver of his master. 19 “And after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 “And he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents. See, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 “And his master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy servant. You were trustworthy over a little, I shall set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 “Then he who had received two talents came and said, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents. See, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy servant. You were trustworthy over a little, I shall set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 “And the one who had received the one talent also came and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed, 25 and being afraid, I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 26 “And his master answering, said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 ‘Then you should have put my silver with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 

Now this story gives us a wonderful picture of the role of a "Servant". We see here two "Good Servants", and one "Wicked Servant". These "Servants" were given a direct order, to watch over the accounts of the Master, till he returned. This is the EXACT SAME ORDER our Master Gave US! We, on the other hand, don't have "money", but TRUTH. We are to study, learn, and grow, and have more to return to the Father, then He gave us to begin with. This is our MISSION. This is our Command. We are "Servants" to our Elohim, Yhwh. We "Serve" Him, by setting ourselves apart, the way He wants us to. By marrying, other "Servants", and if we Love someone who's NOT a "Servant", then we have to ask Yhwh to acquire this person, for us. This is how my wife came into this way of life. I told her that before we could ever be married, she would have to know, understand, and believe the same as me. We were to be "Equally Yoked". The Father blessed her with understanding that far surpasses her experience, so that she could learn to be His "Servant" first, then my wife. We must be Set Apart, to Yhwh, and to His Orders, before ALL else. 

Bless you all this Shabbat, and Shalom to you.

-Lahav "ben Ruach"
