Paganism In the Worldly Holidays
First we will look at one of the largest farces to ever be so completely accomplished. "Christ-Mass", or the "Birthday of Christ".

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Christmas.

"Christmas celebrations often combine the marking of Jesus' birth with various other traditions and customs, many of which were influenced by ancient winter festivals"

"The date as a birthdate for Jesus is merely traditional, and is not widely considered to be his actual date of birth."

"A winter festival was traditionally the most popular festival of the year in many cultures...the prominence of Christmas in modern times may reflect the continuing influence of the winter festival tradition."

"In Roman times, the best-known winter festival was Saturnalia...Saturnalia was a time of general relaxation, feasting, merry-making, and a cessation of formal rules. It included the making and giving of small presents...including small dolls...and candles. There was drinking, gambling, and singing, and even public nudity. Saturnalia honored the god Saturn."

"The Romans held a festival on December 25 called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, "the birthday of the unconquered sun." The use of the title Sol Invictus allowed several solar deities to be worshipped collectively, including Elah-Gabal, a Syrian sun god; Sol, the god of Emperor Aurelian ; and Mithras, a soldiers' god of Persian origin. December 25 was also considered to be the date of the winter solstice, which the Romans called bruma. The Sol Invictus festival has a "strong claim on the responsibility" for the date of Christmas, according to the Catholic Encyclopedia. Several early Christian writers connected the rebirth of the sun to the birth of Jesus."

"Pagan Scandinavia celebrated a winter festival called Yule, held in the late December until the early January period. Yule logs were lit to honor Thor, the god of thunder. In pagan Germania (not to be confused with Germany), the equivalent holiday was the mid-winter night. As Northern Europe was the last part to Christianize, its pagan celebrations had a major influence on Christmas. Scandinavians still call Christmas Jul. In English, the Germanic word Yule is synonymous with Christmas, a usage first recorded in 900."

"The identification of the birthdate of Jesus did not at first inspire feasting or celebration. In 245, the theologian Origen denounced the idea of celebrating Jesus' birthday 'as if he were a king pharaoh.' He contended that only sinners, not saints, celebrated their birthdays."
Now I understand that this is a great deal of information, all crammed onto one page, but this is factual evidence, from a reliable source. Christmas was a pagan festival. It is a SIN to associate with or celebrate anything that is pagan. Accepting or giving "Christmas Gift's" is pagan, and a sin. Gathering on "Christ’s Mass" is a pagan practice, and a sin. Let’s look at a few more things about "Christ’s Mass" and the pagan festivals it originates from.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Saturnalia.

"Saturnalia is the feast at which the Romans commemorated the dedication of the temple of the god Saturn."

"The Saturnalia was a large and important public festival in Rome. It involved the conventional sacrifices...Besides the public rites there were a series of holidays and customs celebrated privately. The celebrations included a school holiday, the making and giving of small presents (saturnalia et sigillaricia) and a special market (sigillaria). Gambling was allowed for all, even slaves. It was a time to eat, drink, and be merry. The toga was not worn...and the pileus (freedman's hat) was worn by everyone. Slaves were exempt from punishment, and treated their masters with disrespect. The slaves celebrated a banquet: before, with, or served by the masters. Saturnalia became one of the most popular Roman festivals which led to more tomfoolery, marked chiefly by having masters and slaves ostensibly switch places."

"The customary greeting for the occasion is a "io, Saturnalia!" — io (pronounced "yo") being a Latin interjection related to "ho" (as in "Ho, praise to Saturn")."

This festival was an excuse for public anarchy. It was a massive public orgy, in which there were gifts given, roles swapped, and feasts eaten. This is NOT of the Father.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Sol Invictus.

"Sol Invictus ("the Unconquered Sun") or, more fully, Deus Sol Invictus ("the Unconquered Sun God") was a religious title applied to at least three distinct divinities during the later Roman Empire: El Gabal, Mithras, and Sol."

"The Romans held a festival on December 25 called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, "the birthday of the unconquered sun." December 25 was also considered to be the date of the winter solstice, which the Romans called bruma. The Sol Invictus festival has a "strong claim on the responsibility" for the date of Christmas, according to the Catholic Encyclopedia. Solar symbolism was popular with early Christian writers as Jesus was considered to be the 'sun of righteousness'."

"Emperors up to Constantine portrayed Sol Invictus on their official coinage, with the legend SOLI INVICTO COMITI, thus claiming the Unconquered Sun as a companion to the Emperor. Constantine's official coinage continues to bear legends relating to Sol Invictus until 323. Constantine decreed (March 7, 321) dies Solis — day of the sun, "Sunday" — as the Roman day of rest:

On the venerable day of the Sun let the magistrates and people residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed. In the country however persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully continue their pursuits because it often happens that another day is not suitable for grain-sowing or vine planting; lest by neglecting the proper moment for such operations the bounty of heaven should be lost. "

"Christian iconography adopted some of the artistic language of paganism. The depiction of Christ with a halo relates to late antiquity usage, but the radiated crown also appears. According to the New Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967, article on Constantine the Great:

‘Besides, the Sol Invictus had been adopted by the Christians in a Christian sense, as demonstrated in the Christ as Apollo-Helios in a mausoleum (c.250) discovered beneath St. Peter's in the Vatican.’ "

"The date for Christmas may also bear a relation to the sun worship. According to the scholiast on the Syriac bishop Jacob Bar-Salibi, writing in the twelfth century:

‘It was a custom of the Pagans to celebrate on the same 25 December the birthday of the Sun, at which they kindled lights in token of festivity. In these solemnities and revelries the Christians also took part. Accordingly when the doctors of the Church perceived that the Christians had a leaning to this festival, they took counsel and resolved that the true Nativity should be solemnised on that day.’ (cited in "Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries", Ramsay MacMullen. Yale:1997, p155) "

This information shows us the depth of the paganism in present day christianity, but let's go to one more page, before we continue to clarify.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Yule.

"Yule is a winter festival celebrated in Northern Europe since ancient times. In pre-Christian times, Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian and Germanic pagans celebrated Yule in late December or early January on a date determined by a lunar calendar. With the coming of Christianity and the adoption of the Julian calendar, Yule was placed on December 25 in order to correspond with Christmas. The terms "Yule" (Joul) and "Christmas" are often used interchangeably."

"Yule is an important festival for Wiccans, Neopagans, and various secular groups who observe the holiday at the winter solstice"

"Yule celebrations at the winter solstice predate the conversion to Christianity. It was, in pre-conversion times, the name of a feast celebrated by sacrifice on mid-winter night."

"According to Adam of Bremen, the Swedish kings sacrificed male slaves every ninth year during the Yule sacrifices at the Temple at Uppsala.’Yule-Joy', with dancing, continued through the Middle Ages in Iceland. The custom of ritually slaughtering a boar on Yule survives in the modern tradition of the Christmas ham and the Boar's Head Carol."

"Feast day of the pagan god Jul, when it was possible to couple with [referring to intercourse] the spirits of the dead and with demons that returned to the surface of the earth... Many clerics denounced these conjurations as being not only a threat to public order but also, more serious in their eyes, satanic and immoral. Hincmar, in 858, sought in vain to Christianize them"

"Many of the symbols and motifs associated with the modern holiday of Christmas are derived from traditional pagan northern European Yule celebrations. The burning of the Yule log, the decorating of Christmas trees, the eating of ham, the hanging of boughs, holly, mistletoe, etc. are all historically practices associated with Yule."

"In Germanic Neopagan sects, Yule is celebrated with gatherings that often involve a meal and gift giving. However it has been pointed out that this is not really reconstruction as these traditions never died out - they have merely removed the superficial Christian elements from the celebrations."

"In general, many Wiccan based sects...recreate a type of "Yule" holiday. Wreaths, Yule logs, decoration of trees, decorating with mistletoe, holly and ivy, exchanges of presents, and even wassailing are incorporated and regarded as sacred."

Now, I hope this has opened your eyes to the severity of the deception. All of the customs of Christmas are PAGAN. They are a sin, and wrong. By participating in these festivals, whether by attendance at gatherings, or by acceptance of gifts, we are violating the Fathers commands, and it is a sin. Understand, I am not trying to judge anyone with this teaching, I am merely trying to communicate the Truth, which most people will not even accept, let alone acknowledge and apply. The next thing we will look at are Birthdays.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Birthdays.
"It is thought that the large-scale celebration of birthdays in Europe began with the cult of Mithras, which originated in Persia but was spread by soldiers throughout the Roman Empire"

"...practices from other contexts such as the Saturnalia were adapted for birthdays."

"Because many Roman soldiers took to Mithraism, it had a wide distribution and influence throughout the empire..."

"Even today, the celebration of birthdays is not universal, considering their origins to be pagan festivals along with Christmas and Easter."
“The practice of the birthday cake originated with the pagan legend of the Three Muses. When the celebrated one blew out their candles, if they could do it in one breath, the muses would descend upon them and grant them one wish, under the condition that they never told anyone their wish.”
Once again, we can see how something that is seemingly innocent, yet not founded in Torah, can be a "wolf in sheeps clothing". This celebration of the 'birthday' was a pagan ritual, where the "3 Fates" or "Muses" would descend upon the celebrator, and grant them their wish. This festival is also pagan, and wasn't even popular until the pagan cult of Mithraism was widespread by the Romans.

The next festival we will look at will be Easter. Lets see what the encyclopedia has to say about this.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Easter.

"The English name, "Easter", and the German, "Ostern", derive from the name of a putative Anglo-Saxon Goddess of the Dawn (thus, of spring, as the dawn of the year) — called Ēaster, Ēastre, and Ēostre"

"Eostur-month, which is now interpreted as the paschal month, was formerly named after the goddess Eostre, and has given its name to the festival."

"ecclesiastical historian Socrates Scholasticus (b. 380) attributes the observance of Easter by the church to the perpetuation of local custom, ‘just as many other customs have been established,’ stating that neither Jesus nor his Apostles enjoined the keeping of this or any other festival."

Now this shows us that Easter also originated as a pagan festival, and was adopted into christianity. Also, Yehushua never participated in ANY of the pagan festivals. Let’s look at what Wikipedia has to say about Eostre.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Eostre.

"Eostur-monath has a name which is now translated Paschal month, and which was once called after a goddess of theirs named Eostre, in whose honour feasts were celebrated in that month. Now they designate that Paschal season by her name, calling the joys of the new rite by the time-honoured name of the old observance."

"This Ostarâ, like the AS. Eástre, must in the heathen religion have denoted a higher being, whose worship was so firmly rooted, that the Christian teachers tolerated the name, and applied it to one of their own grandest anniversaries."

"Most modern sources describe Eostre's festival as a celebration of the Spring Equinox."

"Eostre is also worshipped by some neopagans, who associate her with various aspects related to the renewal of life: eggs (a common offering for fertility), spring, fertility and the hare (allegedly for its rapid and prolific reproduction). Modern worshippers and writers describe Eostre as a "Goddess of dawn" based on the etymological relationship between her name and the Anglo-Saxon word for 'dawn'."

"The association of Eostre with the Spring Equinox is important in Wiccan belief as part of the Wheel of the Year."

Ok, I believe this is enough evidence to proclaim Easter, Easter bunnies, Easter eggs, and anything else associated with it pagan. Now do not confuse this with Pasach, or Passover, which ARE in Torah. Now let’s look at Valentine’s Day
The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Valentine’s Day.

“Graeco-Roman holidays devoted to fertility and love are related to St Valentine's Day, since there is correspondence between the time when they were celebrated.”

“On the ancient Athenian calendar, the period between mid-January and mid-February was the month of Gamelion, dedicated to the sacred marriage of Zeus and Hera.”

“In Ancient Rome, February 15 was Lupercalia. Plutarch wrote:

‘Lupercalia, of which many write that it was anciently celebrated by shepherds, and has also some connection with the Arcadian Lycaea. At this time many of the noble youths and of the magistrates run up and down through the city naked, for sport and laughter striking those they meet with shaggy thongs. And many women of rank also purposely get in their way, and like children at school present their hands to be struck, believing that the pregnant will thus be helped in delivery, and the barren to pregnancy.’ ”

“The word Lupercalia comes from lupus, or wolf, so the holiday may be connected with the legendary wolf that suckled Romulus and Remus. Priests of this cult, luperci would travel to the lupercal, the cave where the she-wolf who reared Romulus and Remus allegedly lived, and sacrifice animals. The blood would then be scattered in the streets, to bring fertility and keep the wolves away from the fields. Lupercalia was a festival local to the city of Rome. The more general Festival of Juno Februa, meaning "Juno the purifier "or "the chaste Juno," was celebrated on February 13-14. Some historians argue that Candlemas (then held on February 14, later moved to February 2) was promoted as its replacement, but this feast was already being celebrated in Jerusalem by AD 381. The pope also declared in 496 that the feast of St. Valentine would be on February 14.”
This is another example of something seemingly innocent, yet when we look closely is blatantly pagan. Let’s look at what Wikipedia has to say about Lupercalia.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Lupercalia.
“This festival's origins are older than the legendary founding of Rome.”
“The object of the festival was, by expiation and purification, to secure the fruitfulness of the land, the increase of the flocks and the prosperity of the whole people. It survived until 494, when it was changed by Pope Gelasius into the feast of the Purification of the Virgin (then on February 14, now on February 2). Lupercus, in whose honor the festival was held, is identified with various gods, none of whom were identified with the ‘deo Februario’ of Gelasius ‘The god of the Lupercalia is given many names— Faunus, Pan, Lupercus, Lycaeus, Inuus— even Bacchus and Juno are mentioned— but the name of the month is nowhere else applied to the god. Late writers refer to a Februus, the personification of the month.’ That the observance was one of apotropaic magic rather than a veneration of a deity would help to explain its survival in a Christianized Rome.”

“The festival began with the sacrifice by the Luperci (or the flamen dialis) of two male goats and a dog. Next two patrician young Luperci were led to the altar, to be anointed on their foreheads with the sacrificial blood, which was wiped off the bloody knife with wool soaked in milk, after which they were expected to smile and laugh; the smearing of the forehead with blood probably refers to human sacrifice originally practiced at the festival.”

“The sacrificial feast followed, after which the Luperci cut thongs from the skins of the victims, which were called Februa, dressed themselves in the skins of the sacrificed goats, in imitation of Lupercus, and ran round the walls of the old Palatine city, the line of which was marked with stones, with the thongs in their hands in two bands, striking the people who crowded near. Girls and young women would line up on their route to receive lashes from these whips. This was supposed to ensure fertility, prevent sterility in women and ease the pains of childbirth. This tradition itself may survive (Christianized, and shifted to Spring) in certain ritual Easter Monday whippings.”

“By the fifth century, when the public performance of pagan rites had been outlawed, a nominally Christian Roman populace still clung to the Lupercalia in the time of Gelasius (494-96). It had been literally degraded since the first century, when in 44 BC the consul Mark Antony did not scruple to run [meaning naked in the streets] with the Luperci; now the upper classes left the festivities to the rabble, prompting Pope Gelasius I's taunt to the senators who would preserve it: ‘If you assert that this rite has salutary force, celebrate it yourselves in the ancestral fashion; run nude yourselves that you may properly carry out the mockery.’ ”

Here, once again, we see proofs of the paganism that Valentine’s Day originated from. Running naked in the street, human and animal sacrifices, etc. are all pagan, are all sinful, and are all a part of what “Valentine’s Day” came from. This is something we are not to do, and we must disassociate ourselves from it.

Next let’s look at Halloween.

The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Halloween.

“Halloween originated under a different name ("Samhain") as a Pagan festival among the Celts of Ireland and Great Britain with mainly Irish and Scots and other immigrants transporting versions of the tradition to North America in the nineteenth century.”

“The term Halloween, and its older rendering Hallowe'en, is shortened from All-hallow-even, as it is the evening of/before "All Hallows' Day" (also known as "All Saints' Day"). The holiday was a day of religious festivities in various northern European Pagan traditionsGregory III, until Popes  and Gregory IV moved the old Christian feast of All Saints' Day from May 13 to November 1. Although we now consider All Saints' (or Hallows') day to be on the day after Halloween, they were, at that time, considered to be the same day.”

“Halloween is popular in Ireland, where it is said to have originated, and is known in Irish as "Oíche Shamhna" or "Samhain Night". Pre-Christian Celts had an autumn festival, Samhain, "End of Summer", a pastoral and agricultural "fire festival" or feast, when the dead revisited the mortal world, and large communal bonefires would be lit to ward off evil spirits. It is alleged that in Ireland they continued to practice their deep-rooted, ancient pagan rites well after the arrival of Christianity in the middle of the sixth century. Pope Gregory IV standardized the date of All Saints' Day, or All Hallows' Day, on November 1 to the entire Western Church in 835. Since the day was reckoned to start at sunset, this coincided exactly with Samhain. It is considered consistent with the practice of leaving pagan festivals and buildings intact (e.g. the Pantheon) and overlaying a Christian meaning.”

“The jack-o'-lantern can be traced back to the Irish story of Stingy Jack, a greedy, gambling, hard drinking old farmer who tricked the devil into climbing a tree and trapped him by carving a cross into the trunk of the tree. In revenge, the devil places a curse on old Jack which dooms him to wander the earth at night for eternity. For centuries, this bed time parable was told by Irish parents to their children. At Halloween time, the children carved out turnips, placing a candle inside to symbolize Jack's curse.”

 “In Scotland, children or guisers are more likely to recite "The sky is blue, the grass is green, may we have our Halloween" instead of "trick or treat!". They visit neighbors in groups and must impress the members of the houses they visit with a song, poem, trick, joke, or dance in order to earn their treats. Traditionally, nuts, oranges, apples and dried fruit were offered, though sometimes children would also earn a small amount of cash, usually a sixpence.”
“The Celts also believed that on October 31, the boundary separating the dead from the living became blurred. There is a rich and unusual myth system at work here; the spirit world, the residence of the "Sídhe," as well as of the dead, was accessible through burial mounds. These mounds opened at two times during the year, Samhain and Beltane, making the beginning and end of Summer highly spiritually resonant.”

It seems as though “the world” is seeped in paganism. Everything we look at is pagan. Nearly every single holiday has pagan roots, with the exception of the “independence day” related festivals of a myriad of cultures, although many of those also borrow from paganism. Next we will look at Mother’s Day.
The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Mother’s Day.

“Different countries celebrate Mother's Day on various days of the year because the day has a number of different origins. One school of thought claims this day emerged from a custom of mother worship in ancient Greece. Mother worship — which kept a festival to Cybele, a great mother of Greek gods, the wife of Cronus; was held around the Vernal Equinox around Asia Minor and eventually in Rome itself from the Ides of March (March 15 to March 18). The ancient Romans also had another holiday, Matronalia, that was dedicated to Juno, though mothers were usually given gifts on this day.”
The following quotes are taken from Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, on their page about Father’s Day.
“In the Roman Catholic tradition, Father's Day is celebrated on Saint Joseph's Day, 19 March, though in most countries Father's Day is a secular celebration.”

“Father's Day is a primarily secular holiday inaugurated in the early 20th century to complement Mother's Day in celebrating fatherhood and parenting by males, and to honor and commemorate fathers and forefathers.”

Mother’s Day may have originated from the customs of Greece. This cannot be proven, due to the lack of physical records and the difficulty of tracing custom that far. However it is still a fact that around the same time of the year, the Greeks gave gifts to their mothers in worship of Cybele. Father’s Day originated from the celebration of Mother’s Day, and is based on this celebration. I cannot say without a doubt that Mother’s Day is pagan, but I would rather not celebrate it and be wrong, then celebrate it and be right. This is a personal decision that you will have to make. I have done the research and it is very close, so I would prefer to “err on the side of caution”. Now, we have covered all of the “Worldly Holidays” that are rooted in paganism. I hope this study has helped you come to an understanding of the deeply rooted paganism this world is founded upon. Thank you for your time, and may Yah bless and keep you. 
-Lahav “Ben Ruach” 
