The Way to Deal with an Injustice, Dispute, or Transgression with a Brother

Recently we have been hearing a lot of how our fellow believer's have been treating one another. I feel that most of what has been happening is wrong, and against what is said in Torah, and what Yahushua tells us Himself. I have realized that most people simply do not understand that we are COMMANDED specifically how to deal with situations among our brethren, separately from how we deal with the "Strangers" or "Gentiles". 

In the Torah it shows us a basic way to deal with disputes. It says in Devarim (Deu.) 25 verse 1,

Deu 25:1  “When there is a dispute between men, then they shall come unto judgment, and they shall be judged, and the righteous declared righteous and the wrongdoer declared wrong. 

Here it says we are to "Judge" between them, and whoever is proven wrong is to be beaten, appropriately.

Let's look at what Yahushua says to expound on this a little. In Matisyahu (Matt.) 18, in verses 15 through 17 it says,

Mat 18:15 “And if your brother sins against you, go and reprove him, between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 “But if he does not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word might be established.’ 17 “And if he refuses to hear them, say it to the assembly. And if he refuses even to hear the assembly, let him be to you like a gentile and a tax collector. 

Here we see a much better instruction on the steps we are to take. Lets go over them real quick.

1. Step One. First we go to our brother, alone, and ask him about it. If we can come to an agreement about the dispute, then this is where it ends. If not, then on to Step Two.
2. Step Two. If we cannot come to an agreement, and we cannot settle the matter, then we are to bring with us two or three "witnesses" to the matter. These are to be people who understand the issue, and have some kind of first-hand knowledge of what is happening. If, for some reason, we STILL cannot settle the issue, THEN we go to Step Three.
3. Step Three. If, even with the witnesses, we still cannot dissolve the matter, then we are to take it up in front of the ENTIRE ASSEMBLY. We are to bring it to everyone's attention, and call out the offender in front of all, for there to be judgment made. IF, he STILL won't be changed, or a settlement cannot be reached, THEN, and ONLY THEN, do we treat them like a "gentile or tax collector", and…
4. Step Four.  Take them to court.
It mentions specifically that we are NOT to treat them like a "gentile" until after we have exhausted ALL our resources in trying to resolve the matter between ourselves. This is how we are COMMANDED to resolve our issues, yet all the time I hear of people GOSSIPING, SLANDERING, and TEARING DOWN their brothers! Why! Gossip is Gossip whether it is TRUE OR NOT. Discussing someone else’s business, behind their back, or if it is NOT part of step 2 or 3, is a SIN. We are to LIFT UP, BLESS, and EDIFY our brothers! Love those who hate you, and be Just with those who are not Just with you! This is a big part of the message that Yahushua ben Yhwh came to teach us, yet it is lost in the cloud of being too "Christian" for most Messianics. Not that they don't believe in it, they simply won't live it. We are to LOVE one another, indiscriminately. If we are wronged, do all that we can to HELP our brother realize his transgression. I cannot stress this enough. The  love of His people is to be unparalleled in this world. People should look at us and wonder how we survive with the compassion that we express.

Now, I'm not saying that we should all become floor mats, and let anyone who chooses walk all over us. Not at ALL, Yah Forbid! His people are NOT to be weak! BUT!!!! We are to work with one another with COMPASSION, LOVE, and PATIENCE. IN ALL THINGS. We must try every route we can to convince our brothers of what is wrong. If it cannot work, and your brother will not listen, then TAKE HIM TO COURT. That is also IN THE COMMAND! DO NOT just brush it off. LET RIGHT RULING BE DONE! But try to work it out in all other ways first. 

I hope this has helped, in explanation of this matter. I felt that I was being led to do this teaching, and I hope you have learned from it. Thank you for joining us, this week.

-Lahav "Ben Ruach"
