Clarification on Clean and Unclean Fowl
Friends, I have recently been asked, "Is the Duck a clean bird? I just ate duck a few weeks ago, and after reading Wayyiqra (Lev.) 11:13-19 I was looking at the Hebrew in Strongs and the word translated 'Swan' was called a 'Water Hen'. After looking online at what science has to say about Swans, I found that Swans, Ducks, and Geese are all part of the same family. Also, on the list that is authorized by the Jewish Rabbi's, Duck is considered clean. So, I reiterate, is Duck a clean animal?" In answer to this, I am going to walk you through what it says in the verses, and what it says in the Hebrew.

Verse 13 says,

13 ‘And these you do abominate among the birds, they are not eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the vulture, and the black vulture, 

I use "The Scriptures", and this is what they translate as. Now lets look at the Hebrew.

H5404
nesher
neh'-sher
From an unused root meaning to lacerate; the eagle (or other large bird of prey): - eagle.

H6538
peres
peh'-res
From H6536; a claw; also a kind of eagle: - claw, ossifrage.

H5822
‛oznîyâh
oz-nee-yaw'
Probably feminine of H5797; probably the sea eagle (from its strength): - ospray.

Here we see the definition as three different birds of prey, the Eagle, the Ossifrage, and the Ospray. Next in 14 is says

14 and the hawk, and the falcon after its kind, 

H1676
dâ'âh
daw-aw'
From H1675; the kite (from its rapid flight): - vulture. See H7201.

H344
'ayâh
ah-yaw'
Perhaps from H337; the screamer, that is, a hawk: - kite, vulture.

Now we see another two birds of prey. The Kite or Vulture, and the Vulture.

Again in 15 it says,

15 every raven after its kind, 

H6158
עורב    ערב
‛ôrêb  ‛ôrêb
o-rabe', o-rabe'
From H6150; a raven (from its dusky hue): - raven.

Here, the raven, a bird of prey, eating rodents. Now 16,

16 and the ostrich, and the nighthawk, and the seagull, and the hawk after its kind, 

H3284
ya‛ănâh
yah-an-aw'
Feminine of H3283, and meaning the same: -  + owl.


H3283

yâ‛ên

yaw-ane'

From the same as H3282; the ostrich (probably from its answering 
cry): - ostrich.

H8464
tachmâs
takh-mawce'
From H2554; a species of unclean bird (from its violence), perhaps an owl: - night hawk.

H7828
shachaph
shakh'-af
From an unused root meaning to peel, that is, emaciate; the gull (as thin): - cuckoo.

H5322
nêts
nayts
From H5340; a flower (from its brilliancy); also a hawk (from its flashing speed): - blossom, hawk.

Now we see an Ostrich, a Night Hawk, a Gull, and a Hawk. All birds who eat animals; rodents, fish, other birds, etc. 17 says,

17 and the little owl, and the fisher owl, and the great owl, 

H3563
kôs
koce
From an unused root meaning to hold together; a cup (as a container), often figuratively a lot (as if a potion); also some unclean bird, probably an owl (perhaps from the cup like cavity of its eye): - cup, (small) owl. Compare H3599.

H7994
shâlâk
shaw-lawk'
From H7993; bird of prey, usually thought to be the pelican (from casting itself into the sea): - cormorant.

H3244
yanshûph  yanshôph
yan-shoof', yan-shofe'
Apparently from H4398; an unclean (aquatic) bird; probably the heron (perhaps from its blowing cry, or because the night heron is meant (compare H5399)): - (great) owl.

This time, a Small Owl, a Pelican or Cormorant, and a Night Heron or Great Owl. We are almost done with the list, and then I will get to the point, so just bear with me here, 18 says

18 and the white owl, and the pelican, and the carrion vulture, 

H8580
tanshemeth
tan-sheh'-meth
From H5395; properly a hard breather, that is, the name of two unclean creatures, a lizard and a bird (both perhaps from changing color through their irascibility), probably the tree toad and the water hen: - mole, swan.

H6893
qâ'ath
kaw-ath'
From H6958; probably the pelican (from vomiting): - cormorant.

H7360
râchâm  râchâmâh
raw-khawm', raw-khaw-maw'
From H7355; a kind of vulture (supposed to be tender towards its young): - gier-eagle.

Here is a Water Hen or Swan, a Pelican or a Cormorant, and a Vulture or Gier-Eagle. All birds of prey. Lastly, in 19, it says

19 and the stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, and the bat. 

H2624
chăsîydâh
khas-ee-daw'
Feminine of H2623; the kind (maternal) bird, that is, a stork: -  X feather, stork.

H601
'ănâphâh
an-aw-faw'
From H599; an unclean bird, perhaps the parrot (from its irascibility): - heron.

H1744
dûkîyphath
doo-kee-fath'
Of uncertain derivation; the hoopoe or else the grouse: - lapwing.

H5847
‛ăṭallêph
at-al-lafe'
Of uncertain derivation; a bat: - bat.

Now we see the end of the list, a Stork, a Parrot or Heron, a Hoopoe or a Grouse or a Lapwing, and a Bat. All of which, eat living things for the majority of their diet. Now if you noticed through all the definitions, there is a bit of confusion. Your translation might not have matched mine at all here, and the definitions themselves seem to be self conflicting. I have found a common thread, and a pattern to all of them. Most of the definitions have a root word linked to an adjective. Also, surprisingly enough, each one that does is describing the way the bird looks, or kills. The Night Hawk, is violent. The Hawk from it's "flashing speed". The pattern here is that all the birds kill to survive. They have the blood of other animals on them. Also, you must understand that a clean animal will NOT eat unclean animals. If you feed a chicken dog meat, it is unclean, even if the chicken is a clean animal. A duck will eat anything that comes near it. Frogs. Fish. Insects. It isn't a clean animal. The Quail, only eats seeds and berries. The Dove eats grain and berries. These are clean animals. This is also This picture in the other clean animals. Cows eat grass. Deer eat grass and fruit. Pigs eat anything. That should be the measuring stick that we hold to our food. Torah's guidlines show us this. I hope this explains and clarifies the question alot better for you. I'm sorry if you wish to disagree with me and let the Jews think for you. I don't believe the Rabbi's are infallible. I believe that they are very wrong about certain things. I am merely saying what is right, is right; and wrong, wrong. We need to think for ourselves in this. I thank you all for your time, and please understand. I do NOT believe that this is concrete. This is what I have been led to when I started to study and pray for the answer to this question. I believe that if you are not constantly learning and growing, then you are withering. May Yhwh bless you and keep you. May Yhwh make His face to shine upon you and show you favour. May Yhwh lift up His face upon you and give you pease. Shalom. 

- Lahav "Ben Ruach"
