A Bazillion and A Half Ways to Set Yourself Apart to YHWH part 3


Hello, once again, and welcome to Part 3 of this teaching series. This week, we're going to look into the Clean and Unclean, or Set-Apart and Profane, foods. One way Yhwh commands us to be set apart is through what we eat. Someone once said "You are what you eat.", and there are things that we are told not to eat, in scripture, because of the things they represent. We will start by looking at the scriptures that outline what we are, and are not to eat.


In Wayyiqra (Leviticus) 11 it lists all of the rules pertaining to food. We'll start with those "among all the beasts that are on the earth". In 11:2-8 it says

2 “Speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘These are the living creatures which you do eat among all the beasts that are on the earth: 3 ‘Whatever has a split hoof completely divided, chewing the cud, among the beasts, that you do eat. 4 ‘Only, these you do not eat among those that chew the cud or those that have a split hoof: the camel, because it chews the cud but does not have a split hoof, it is unclean to you; 5 and the rabbit, because it chews the cud but does not have a split hoof, it is unclean to you; 6 and the hare, because it chews the cud but does not have a split hoof, it is unclean to you; 7 and the pig, though it has a split hoof, completely divided, yet does not chew the cud, it is unclean to you. 8 ‘Their flesh you do not eat, and their carcasses you do not touch. They are unclean to you. 


Ok, now we see what we are and are not to eat of the land animals. The prerequisites are :

1. A split hoof, completely divided.

2. Chews the cud.


For clarification purposes, to "chew the cud" means that the animal chews the food, swallows it, coughs it back up, chews it again, swallows it, etc. The picture here is that we don't simply accept something the first time we hear it. We are to "chew" it over in our minds, apply it to our lives, then "chew" it again, to measure it against Torah. Then, if it still is producing the desired, Torah based affect, we apply it to our lives again, as necessary. This process will keep us from adopting or accepting any false teaching, because we will be very specific about "chewing" our food. Also, the picture of a "Split hoof, completely divided" is a picture of being stable footed. An animal with a split hoof, is a sure footed animal, that won't trip and fall so easily. They can balance and adjust themselves better to the terrain than an animal without it. The picture there is being sure in what we know, and stable in what we practice. We don't just fall every time we reach an obstacle, we are to have the sureness of Torah to help us through. 


Allright, now on to "all that are in the waters", in 11:9-12 He tells us

9 ‘These you do eat of all that are in the waters: any one that has fins and scales in the waters, in the seas or in the rivers, that you do eat. 10 ‘But all that have not fins and scales in the seas and in the rivers, all that move in the waters or any living creature which is in the waters, they are an abomination to you. 11 ‘They are an abomination to you – of their flesh you do not eat, and their carcasses you abominate. 12 ‘All that have not fins or scales in the waters is an abomination to you. 


Well, this is a simple one. 

1. Has scales.

2. Has fins.


So now we see what we are not to eat of the "waters". This includes all shellfish, catfish, whales, sharks, etc. There is a picture here as well. Scales, here, are a picture of defense. They are a picture of our defenses against the attackers of this world. They are our protection from the Father, and our safety in Him. Fins on the other hand are our ability to steer ourselves, and push ourselves forward. Fins let a fish guide itself, and allow the fish to dodge obstacles and obstructions. We are to be like a fish, in that we are to move ourselves, in whichever direction we are being led, and overcome any and all obstacles and trials in our way.


Next, we will look at those, "among the birds". In 11:13-19 it gives a rather specific list of birds. All those we are not to eat.

13 ‘And these you do abominate among the birds, they are not eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the vulture, and the black vulture, 14 and the hawk, and the falcon after its kind, 15 every raven after its kind, 16 and the ostrich, and the nighthawk, and the seagull, and the hawk after its kind, 17 and the little owl, and the fisher owl, and the great owl, 18 and the white owl, and the pelican, and the carrion vulture, 19 and the stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, and the bat. 


Once again we see obvious things here. 

1. Eagles

2. Vultures

3. Ravens

4. Ostriches

5. Pelicans

6. Owls

7. Seagulls

8. Hawks

9. Storks

10. Herons

11. Hoopoes
12. Bats

These birds we are commanded NOT to eat. We are told they are an abomination to us. (As a note for clarification purposes, among all the scholar’s I’ve spoken with on this topic, they all agree that these words do not specifically have meaning, anymore. We have lost the original meaning of the Hebraic words, used here, and we must look deeper than the actual words for our answers.) Now, what do these birds all have in common? For the most part, they all eat meat. Fish, and rodents. We are not to eat those animals that eat other animals. It's a common thread throughout this chapter. The picture in this is that we are not to be like these birds. We are not to be "Raptors", or "Birds of Prey" who swoop down upon their unsuspecting victims. We are not to be "Scavengers" who tear apart the carcasses of animals already eaten, or dead. We are not to be like Bats, who are blind, and live their lives based only on what they've heard. 


Next we venture into a category that most of us would never consider for food. Insects. Yes, here it lists what of "All flying insects". It says in 11:20-25

20 ‘All flying insects that creep on all fours is an abomination to you. 21 ‘Only, these you do eat of every flying insect that creeps on all fours: those which have jointed legs above their feet with which to leap on the earth. 22 ‘These of them you do eat: the locust after its kind, and the destroying locust after its kind, and the cricket after its kind, and the grasshopper after its kind. 23 ‘But all other flying insects which have four feet is an abomination to you. 24 ‘And by these you are made unclean, anyone touching the carcass of any of them is unclean until evening, 25 and anyone picking up part of the carcass of any of them has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. 


Ok, interesting. Here it says that the insects have to...

1. Have jointed legs above their feet.

2. Leap on the earth.


Then it lists what bugs fall into this category.

1. Locusts

2. Crickets

3. Grasshoppers


Ok, I would bet there is a picture here, but I do not know enough about insects to see it. I apologize for this, I feel it is a fault of mine, not to know something that He would have us know. Being that I've never seen insects as food, I have never understood the meaning behind this, but he does make a distinction, so I included it here. If anyone has any further insights into this, please let me know, and I will amend this teaching to include any pertinent information.


At this point he stresses the fact that the unclean animals make YOU unclean if you touch their carcasses. Then he picks back up in 11:29-31 about "creeping creatures"

29 ‘And these are unclean to you among the creeping creatures that creep on the earth: the mole, and the mouse, and the tortoise after its kind, 30 and the gecko, and the land crocodile, and the sand reptile, and the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31 ‘These are unclean to you among all that creep. Anyone who touches them when they are dead becomes unclean until evening. 


Here we see that rodents and reptiles are unclean. We are not to eat them or touch them when they are dead. I believe that this is because of "the serpent" in the garden. I also have not been shown the picture in this either, but once again, if anyone sees something in this, inform me, and I will make it known. 


Now He goes on to explain how the uncleanness can spread, and how to deal with it. Clay jars are broken, seed is ok, if it is touched by something unclean, but only if water hasn't been put on it yet, etc. Then he mentions, in 11:39-40

39 ‘And when any of the beasts which are yours for food dies, he who touches its carcass becomes unclean until evening. 40 ‘And he who eats of its carcass has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. And he who picks up its carcass has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. 


Here, He is showing Yisrael a standard for simple cleanliness. Also, it doesn't say if you Kill a beast which is yours for food you are unclean, only that if it dies, meaning of it's own accord. He shows us here that when something is dead, it becomes unclean. We are to strive to be clean, and set-apart, before Yhwh, at all times. He dwells in us, so we must be prepared for His presence at all times. I know it is impossible to be ritually clean at all times, but He shows us over and over how to make ourselves clean again! If you look back at verses 25, 28, 32, 36, 40 he shows us something. 

25 and anyone picking up part of the carcass of any of them has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. 

28 and he who picks up their carcass has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. They are unclean to you. 

40 ‘And he who eats of its carcass has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. And he who picks up its carcass has to wash his garments, and shall be unclean until evening. 


Both places here it says to "wash his garments". What does that entail? Well, in scriptural times, a man would only have one set of clothes, normally. Also, to wash your clothes, was understood to mean, to wash yourself also. You would go to the appropriate water source, bathe yourself, then wash your clothes, then wear wet clothes for a few hours. Then at evening, you would be clean, for the next day. Here we see that the catalyst for cleansing is water. Now in 32 it says

32 ‘And whatever any of them in its dead state falls upon, becomes unclean, whether it is any wooden object or garment or skin or sack, any object in which work is done, it is put in water. And it shall be unclean until evening, then it shall be clean. 


Now, if something other than a person is made unclean, then once again, you are told to put it in water, and it will be clean at evening. This pattern has a significant picture, because water is used to be a picture of "the spirit" or "HaRuach". You must be washed in His Ruach, His Spirit, to become clean once again. This is a significant way that we can keep ourselves Set Apart, or Clean. We are to not only follow the physical rules of cleanliness, but also the spiritual. When we sin, we are made unclean. When we repent, and turn away from what we were doing, trying with all our might to move in the right direction, towards Him and away from sin, then we will be washed in His Spirit, and cleansed of our uncleanliness. 


Finally, in closing, let's look at 11:43-47

43 ‘Do not make yourselves abominable with any creeping creature that creeps, and do not make yourselves unclean with them, lest you be defiled by them. 44 ‘For I am יהוה your Elohim, and you shall set yourselves apart. And you shall be set-apart, for I am set-apart. And do not defile yourselves with any creeping creature that creeps on the earth. 45 ‘For I am יהוה who is bringing you up out of the land of Mitsrayim, to be your Elohim. And you shall be set-apart, for I am set-apart. 46 ‘This is the Torah of the beasts and the birds and every living creature that moves in the waters, and of every creature that creeps on the earth, 47 to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean, and between the living creature that is eaten and the living creature that is not eaten.’ ” 


This is where the Father shows us the reason for these laws. He wants us to be Clean, Set-Apart, Un-Profaned, Un-Abominated, Un-Defiled. He commands us "...to make a distinction" between what we eat, and what we don't eat. This is a valuable way for us to Set ourselves Apart! He is SetApart, and He wants us to be Set-Apart, so that we may be acceptable as His bride! Thank you for being with us this week, in our newsletter. Praise Yah! Bless Yah! I pray for us all, that we may be able to come together, as Yisrael, once again. That we may be His "First Fruits" and His "Chosen Nation", a "Set-Apart People" who follow Him, and only Him. Thank you once again, and Happy Sabbath! Shalom.

-Lahav "Ben Ruach"
