A Bazillion and A Half Ways to Set Yourself Apart to YHWH part 2

Hello, again, friends. The is part 2 of our teachings about being set apart. In this study we will be looking at the first way that we need to be set apart from this world to Yhwh, His Set Apart days. So lets get started shall we?


We'll start by looking at a couple of verses that explain the severity of keeping His Set-Apart Sabbaths, His days. In Shemot(Exodus) 31:13

13 “And you, speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘My Sabbaths you are to guard, by all means, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, to know that I, יהוה, am setting you apart.

Here He explains that we are to guard his Sabbaths "...by all means,". It's not saying that it's alright to ignore this, when it's not convenient, or when  something like a job is at stake. I look at it almost as a badge of honor if you've lost a job over the Sabbaths. It proves that you don't care about the things of this world, and that you are willing to put him above a boss. Next lets look at Ezek 20:12, 20

12 “And I also gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between them and Me, to know that I am יהוה who sets them apart.
20 ‘And set apart My Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign between Me and you, to know that I am יהוה your Elohim.’ 


Here He says again, that they will be "a sign" so that He Is YHWH. This means that if we do not keep His days, then we do NOT love or believe in him. Now lets move on to the specific days themselves.


First and Foremost is the Shabbath. It is fundamental and foundational to this way of life. It says in Bereshith(Genesis) 2:2-3

2 And on the seventh day Elohim completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made. 3 And Elohim blessed the seventh day and set it apart, because on it He rested from all His work which Elohim in creating had made. 


This is the first time that Yhwh gives us something to be Set Apart. He set this day apart from the rest, for on this day He rested. He also commands us to rest on this day and do no work. Lets look at what he says about the Shabbat in Shemot (Exodus)20:9-11

9 “Six days you labour, and shall do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath1 of יהוה your Elohim. You do not do any work – you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. .11 “For in six days יהוה made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore יהוה blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart. 

We can see quite clearly here that we are to do NO work on the Shabbat, not even a stranger within our gates. No one is to pay someone to work for them on this day, it is a sin, while they aren't literally "...within your gates." they are, figuratively, if you are paying them to work for you. Now lets look at Shemot (Exodus)31:13-17

13 “And you, speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘My Sabbaths you are to guard, by all means, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, to know that I, יהוה, am setting you apart. 14 ‘And you shall guard the Sabbath, for it is set-apart to you. Everyone who profanes it shall certainly be put to death, for anyone who does work on it, that being shall be cut off from among his people. 15 ‘Six days work is done, and on the seventh is a Sabbath of rest, set-apart to יהוה. Everyone doing work on the Sabbath day shall certainly be put to death. 16 ‘And the children of Yisra’ĕl shall guard the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as an everlasting covenant. 17 ‘Between Me and the children of Yisra’ĕl it is a sign forever. For in six days יהוה made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’ ” 


Ok, we see here that the Sabbaths are a sign to know we are being set apart. In the last teaching we related the importance of being set apart, now we see a way to be set apart. The Shabbat. The seventh day, commonly known as "Saturn-Day" after the pagan diety. We are here commanded to do NO work, and that Anyone who works on this day will be "...put to death,"! It also says that it is an "...an everlasting covenant." and "...a sign forever". No matter how you rationalize it, you cannot escape. Forever means forever. Now lets go to Shemot(Exodus)35:2-3

2 “Work is done for six days, but on the seventh day it shall be set-apart to you, a Sabbath of rest to יהוה. Anyone doing work on it is put to death. 3 “Do not kindle a fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day.” 


Again He tells us to do NO work on the sabbath day. Then he continues to say that to "...kindle a fire" is work. What does this mean in present day? Does this mean that a lighter is work? Or that driving a car is a sin? And what about electric heat, does it have to be on constantly so as not to do this "kindle a fire" act? Lets dig a little deeper. The hebrew word here for "Kindle" is 

H1197
bâ‛ar
baw-ar'
A primitive root; to kindle, that is, consume (by fire or by eating); also (as denominative from H1198) to be (become) brutish: - be brutish, bring (put, take) away, burn, (cause to) eat (up), feed, heat, kindle, set ([on fire]), waste.


Ok, lets keep looking. The hebrew word here for fire is
H784
'êsh
aysh
A primitive word; fire (literally or figuratively): - burning, fiery, fire, flaming, hot.


Well, it seems to be pretty simple, lets look at the different meanings here. 

· A basic meaning is to Kindle a Fire. Kindle means to set up and light, so if you get it ready before hand, lighting a campfire for instance, isn't wrong.

· Another possible meaning is to Consume a Fire. Interesting, that could be taken in different ways. I believe that it is wrong to let a fire go out on Shabbat.

· Also Baw'ar can mean to waste, possibly meaning waste no fire on Shabbat. 

· The last meaning I can see in this would mean not to let a fire "be(become) brutish", or get out of control. Where as that is never a good thing, it may be considered a sin on Sabbath.

I hear nothing in here about lighting a cigarette, starting an engine, or heating with electricity. I do not believe it is wrong to Cook on sabbath, due to the fact that it says in Shemot (Exodus)12:16

Exo 12:16 ‘And on the first day is a set-apart gathering, and on the seventh day you have a set-apart gathering. No work at all is done on them, only that which is eaten by every being, that alone is prepared by you. 


I believe that this means that on set apart days, we Can cook, simply not more than will be eaten, and whatever is left must be destroyed, or thrown away. Now lets continue about the Sabbath. Wayyiqra (Leviticus) 23:3 says

Lev 23:3 ‘Six days work is done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a set-apart gathering. You do no work, it is a Sabbath to יהוה in all your dwellings. 


Again, and again, and again. Do NO work on Sabbath. Keep it Set Apart. I believe we are done with this day, let's move on the the next. 


Next we will talk about Passover, and the Days of Unleavened bread. We will first go to Wayyiqra(Leviticus) 23 where it lists His Set Apart days. Wayyiqra(Leviticus) 23:5-8

5 ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, between the evenings, is the Passover to יהוה. 6 ‘And on the fifteenth day of this month is the Festival of Unleavened Bread to יהוה – seven days you eat unleavened bread. 7 ‘On the first day you have a set-apart gathering, you do no servile work. 8 ‘And you shall bring an offering made by fire to יהוה for seven days. On the seventh day is a set-apart gathering, you do no servile work.’ ” 


Here it tells us that we are to keep the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. We'll start by going into Passover first. Passover is on the fourteenth day of the first month, the month of the aviv barley. Next let's go to Shemot(Exodus)12:3-14

3 “Speak to all the congregation of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month each one of them is to take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. 4 ‘And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next to his house take it according to the number of the beings, according to each man’s need you make your count for the lamb. 5 ‘Let the lamb be a perfect one, a year old male. Take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 ‘And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then all the assembly of the congregation of Yisra’ĕl shall kill it between the evenings. 7 ‘And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. 8 ‘And they shall eat the flesh on that night, roasted in fire – with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.9 ‘Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire, its head with its legs and its inward parts. 10 ‘And do not leave of it until morning, and what remains of it until morning you are to burn with fire. 11 ‘And this is how you eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Passover of יהוה. 12‘And I shall pass through the land of Mitsrayim on that night, and shall smite all the first-born in the land of Mitsrayim, both man and beast. And on all the mighty ones of Mitsrayim I shall execute judgment. I am יהוה 13. ‘And the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I shall pass over you, and let the plague not come on you to destroy you when I smite the land of Mitsrayim. 14 ‘And this day shall become to you a remembrance. And you shall observe it as a festival to יהוה throughout your generations – observe it as a festival, an everlasting law.

Here we see a much more detailed explanation of Passover. Four days before the Passover we were required to take a young lamb into our houses, so that it would mean more when it was sacrificed. Yahushua was our ultimate sacrifice, and fulfilled this picture. But it speaks further of the meanings here. We are to leave none of it until morning, and whatever was left we were supposed to burn. There are lots of different levels of meaning in this, and it would take an entire teaching to even scratch the surface, but today we are just trying to set up the importance of each day. At the end of verse 14 it says "observe it as a festival to יהוה throughout your generations – observe it as a festival, an everlasting law." This is something that we are supposed to do, forever. Now lets move on to the finer points of Unleavened Bread. If we continue in Shemot(Exodus)12:15-20

15 ‘Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. Indeed on the first day you cause leaven to cease from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that being shall be cut off from Yisra’ĕl. 16 ‘And on the first day is a set-apart gathering, and on the seventh day you have a set-apart gathering. No work at all is done on them, only that which is eaten by every being, that alone is prepared by you. 17 ‘And you shall guard the Festival of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I brought your divisions out of the land of Mitsrayim. And you shall guard this day throughout your generations, an everlasting law. 18 ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month in the evening. 19 ‘For seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, that same being shall be cut off from the congregation of Yisra’ĕl, whether sojourner or native of the land. 20 ‘Do not eat that which is leavened – in all your dwellings you are to eat unleavened bread.’ ” 


Here we see the details of Unleavened Bread. The First day after passover is a Shabbat, as is the Seventh day. We are to do NO work on them, at all. Also we are to have leaven cease to be in our houses by the evening of Passover. It also tells us that merely removing leaven is not enough. We also have to eat the unleavened bread. There is an astounding picture in that, Leaven is a picture of sin, so even if we remove ALL sin from our lives, if we do not accept the "Unleavened Bread", which is a picture of the Messiah, then we are Still doing it wrong! I find that to be an amazing lesson. However we must continue on. 


Next we'll look at Pentecost, and the counting of seven sabbaths. First we'll visit Wayyiqra (Leviticus) 23:10-11, 15-16, 21

10 “Speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, and you shall say to them, ‘When you come into the land which I give you, and shall reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest to the priest. 11 ‘And he shall wave the sheaf before יהוה, for your acceptance. On the morrow after the Sabbath the priest waves it. 


Here it is talking about the morning after the Sabbath during the Days of Unleavened Bread. That was when the priest waved the sheaf of the first-fruits.

15 ‘And from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, you shall count for yourselves: seven completed Sabbaths. 16 ‘Until the morrow after the seventh Sabbath you count fifty days, then you shall bring a new grain offering to יהוה. 

21 ‘And on this same day you shall proclaim a set-apart gathering for yourselves, you do no servile work on it – a law forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations. 


This is the Day of Pentecost. Once again it commands us to do NO work. Also it says again it is a law Forever! We are required to do this His way, forever. Also, as a sort of side note, this statement points to the fact that we have to be keeping Sabbath to get this right, if not then we cannot count the 50 correctly.


Now we shall move on to the Fall Feasts. Trumpets is First. Back to Wayyiqra (Leviticus) 23:24-25

24 “Speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you have a rest, a remembrance of blowing of trumpets, a set-apart gathering. 25 ‘You do no servile work, and you shall bring an offering made by fire to יהוה.’ ” 


Here it says on the first day of the seventh month we are again to have a Shabbat, and do No work. Also we are to have a remembrance of the blowing of trumpets. The "Shofar" is a rams horn that is used as a trumpet. It is one of many things we can use to set ourselves apart, but that is for another teaching. Now we see Atonement Wayyiqra (Leviticus) 23:27-32

27 “On the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be a set-apart gathering for you. And you shall afflict your beings, and shall bring an offering made by fire to יהוה. 28 “And you do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before יהוה your Elohim. 29 “For any being who is not afflicted on that same day, he shall be cut off from his people. 30 “And any being who does any work on that same day, that being I shall destroy from the midst of his people. 31 “You do no work – a law forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 32 ‘It is a Sabbath of rest to you, and you shall afflict your beings. On the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you observe your Sabbath.” 


This is the Day of Atonement. It says again to do No work. It also says to have a Shabbat. This time though it says to "...afflict your beings," so as "...to make atonement...before YHWH" . What does this mean? Lets look closer. The Hebrew word for this is

H6031
‛ânâh
aw-naw'
A primitive root (possibly rather identical with H6030 through the idea of looking down or browbeating); to depress literally or figuratively, transitively or intransitively (in various applications). (sing is by mistake for H6030.): - abase self, afflict (-ion, self), answer [by mistake for H6030], chasten self, deal hardly with, defile, exercise, force, gentleness, humble (self), hurt, ravish, sing [by mistake for H6030], speak [by mistake for H6030], submit self, weaken, X in any wise.


This could mean many things, but all sources say that you were supposed to do without those things which you want. Food, Water, Videogames, Movies, Sports, Music, and Anything that you enjoy. Afflict yourself. It isn't easy, it's the hardest day we keep. But I've done it every year of my life. Now we must continue with the Feast of Tabernacles, or Booths. The perfect thing to follow the day of Atonement. Lets see what it says in Wayyiqra (Leviticus)23:34-43

34 “Speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the Festival of Booths for seven days to יהוה. 35 ‘On the first day is a set-apart gathering, you do no servile work. 36 ‘For seven days you bring an offering made by fire to יהוה. On the eighth day there shall be a set-apart gathering for you, and you shall bring an offering made by fire to יהוה. It is a closing festival, you do no servile work. 37 ‘These are the appointed times of יהוה which you proclaim as set-apart gatherings, to bring an offering made by fire to יהוה, a burnt offering and a grain offering, a slaughtering and drink offerings, as commanded for every day – 38 besides the Sabbaths of יהוה, and besides your gifts, and besides all your vows, and besides all your voluntary offerings which you give to יהוה. 39 ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you gather in the fruit of the land, observe the festival of יהוה for seven days. On the first day is a rest, and on the eighth day a rest. 40 ‘And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of good trees, branches of palm trees, twigs of leafy trees, and willows of the stream, and shall rejoice before יהוה your Elohim for seven days. 41 ‘And you shall observe it as a festival to יהוה for seven days in the year – a law forever in your generations. Observe it in the seventh month. 42 ‘Dwell in booths for seven days; all who are native Yisra’ĕlites dwell in booths, 43 so that your generations know that I made the children of Yisra’ĕl dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Mitsrayim. I am יהוה your Elohim.’ ” 


This is the Festival of Booths. It is a "Closing Festival" meaning that it is the last commanded Set-Apart day in the year. It says once again to do No work, on the First and Eighth days. But after that it gets odd. It says to take good fruit, and palm branches, and leafy twigs, and willows, and rejoice before Yhwh. What could that mean? Are we supposed to dress in hoola skirts and dance around, waving tree branches and eating fruit? Well, yes and no, actually. Yes, that is what the Yisraelites did. I personally think it would be hilarious fun to actually do that, but that's not what He's getting at here. The good fruit, palm branches, etc. are pictures of the good things that we want. As opposed to the day of Atonement where we are commanded to have none of the things we want, here, at the feast of booths, we are commanded to Have the things we want! Good fruit, Shade, Fluffy pillows and beds! Also it says to live in "Booths" or "Tabernacles", temporary dwellings. I believe this means anywhere you can stay that you aren't expected to live there. I think that camping is the truest form of this, where the dwelling itself comes down afterwards, but there is nothing wrong with vacationing in a motel. We are supposed to gather and enjoy ourselves and praise Him, sounds like a vacation to me. This is the Last festival of Yhwh. Also this is the last part of this teaching. We now see many ways that we can keep and guard his word, and "Set ourselves apart" to him. 


I hope this teaching has been enlightening and helpful in your walk with the Father. I will continue this teaching with another about more ways we can set ourselves apart. I pray for each of you, that you can see and understand what He is doing in all of our lives. If we look around, we can see that the time is short. I believe he will return in This Generation. Many prophetic things are happening as we speak, and I am getting very excited. I hope you all can be Natsarim (hebrew word for Watchers, also the original name of the apostles) with me, and see the end as it arrives! May the father bless you and keep you! Happy Shabbat!

-Lahav "Ben Ruach"

