A Bazillion and a Half ways to Set yourself apart to Yhwh. Part I
Dear Friends, 


This is the first of many teachings that we will be sending out in our newsletter each week. They will also be downloadable from the website, and will be accompanied, in the newsletter, with notes from the Torah portion for each week. If you are at all versed in the Jewish traditions, you will notice that our Torah portion is not in line at all with the one they follow. We don't see anything at all wrong with the way they do it, but we decided that it was too confusing to be of the Father, and decided to make one much simpler. It is broken into 3 Sections, just like the Old Covenant; Law, Prophets, and Writings. It is a simple formula, to finish the entire old testament in one year, we read four chapters each week from the Torah, with our entire group, and that is what you will be receiving notes on. Then, separately, the men of our group read eight chapters from the Navi'im, and seven from the Kethub'im. We discuss these together each sabbath, and talk about what we've learned. I'm not saying that this is the only way to do it. I'm not even saying that this is the right way to do it, I"m only saying that this is the way we have been led to do it, and you can feel free to follow along with us. 


That being said, lets get started. I have recently been led to an understanding of the importance of being "Set-Apart to Yhwh". As I read through my scriptures, each day, I've noticed that it is a continuous theme throughout scripture. Yhwh shows us that we should be "Set-Apart" or "Separate" from the beginning to the end of His law. 
Genesis 1:1-4

1  In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth. 2 And the earth came to be1 formless and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of Elohim was moving on the face of the waters. 3 And Elohim said, “Let light come to be,” and light came to be. 4 And Elohim saw the light, that it was good. And Elohim separated the light from the darkness. 


This is how the world started. This is how the scriptures start. This is how "The Law" or Torah starts. In verse 4 you can see that as soon as the father had something to work with, he immediatly made Separate the "light from the dark". The hebrew words used here are
ore
From H215; illumination or (concretely) luminary (in every sense, including lightning, happiness, etc.): - bright, clear, + day, light (-ning), morning, sun.

and 

kho-shek'
From H2821; the dark; hence (literally) darkness; figuratively misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness: - dark (-ness), night, obscurity.


These words mean so much more than simply "Light and Dark". His first action was to separate Good and Evil, for lack of a better definition. He separated the things that would be positive, from the things that would be negative. He wants us to be positive as well. Even if we stop here and use this one verse, you should be convinced that you are to be separate, from the "darkness", but we will move on. 


Next we will visit Shemot (Exodus). Here He talks more than anywhere else in scripture about making yourself Set Apart to Him. Chapter 19 is the chapter that He starts talking about being Separate to him. I advise you to quickly read over the whole chapter, it will give you context, and a deeper understanding of what is going on. I will include the verses that mention set apartness, but without context some points can be misconstrued.

Shemot 19

5 ‘And now, if you diligently obey My voice, and shall guard My covenant, then you shall be My treasured possession above all the peoples – for all the earth is Mine – 6 ‘and you shall be to Me a reign of priests and a set-apart nation.’ Those are the words which you are to speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl.” 


Yhwh clearly states here that His people will be a "Set-Apart Nation", treasured above ALL of His possessions, which is all the people and things of the earth. We are to be Set Apart from the rest of the earth, from the rest of the People on the Earth. We may all be His people, but only those who Set Themselves Apart to Him will be part of his Chosen Nation. There are many ways to be set apart, but only if we set ourselves apart in all the ways that He commands, not more, not less, but exactly how he says, then we will be his. We cannot wait around for him to set us apart. As it says in verses 10 and 11:

10 And יהוה said to Mosheh, “Go to the people and set them apart today and tomorrow. And they shall wash their garments, 11 and shall be prepared by the third day. For on the third day יהוה shall come down upon Mount Sinai before the eyes of all the people. 


Now here we can gain some insight into being set apart. The first thing we can learn from this verse, is that we must set ourselves apart. He didn't do it for them, He wouldn't even speak to them, until they were set apart. Secondly, we learn that it took them two days to set themselves apart. Apparently there was more than merely "Accepting", or "Believing", or any kind of thought. There was action involved, there were things they had to do, get a bath, and wash their garments for instance. There were other specific things that are mentioned, to set one's self apart, but that will come in a later teaching. Today we are merely setting up the importance of being Set Apart. 


Now, if we skip ahead to chapter 22, verse 31 we see another instance of the Father telling us we are to be set apart.

31 “And you are set-apart men to Me..."


Also in chapter 28, verses 36, 38, and 41

36 “And you shall make a plate of clean gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet: SET-APARTNESS TO יהוה. 

38 “And it shall be on the forehead of Aharon, and Aharon shall bear the guilt of the set-apart gifts which the children of Yisra’ĕl set apart in all their set-apart gifts. And it shall always be on his forehead, for acceptance for them before יהוה. 

41 “And you shall put them on Aharon your brother and on his sons with him, and shall anoint them, and shall ordain them, and shall set them apart, and they shall serve as priests to Me. 


Over and over he talks about people, things, priests, all of which he sets apart from the rest. We'll continue in chapter 29

1  “And this is the task you shall do to them to set them apart to serve Me as priests..."

21 “And you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar, and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aharon and on his garments, on his sons and on the garments of his sons with him. And he and his garments shall be set-apart, and his sons and the garments of his sons with him. "

33 and they shall eat those offerings with which the atonement was made, to ordain them, to set them apart. But let a stranger not eat them, because they are set-apart. 

36 and prepare a bull each day as a sin offering for atonement. And you shall cleanse the altar when you make atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to set it apart. 37 “For seven days you shall make atonement for the altar, and set it apart. And the altar shall be most set-apart – whatever touches the altar is to be set-apart. 


This continuing theme is quite blatant. He tells us we are to be Set Apart, from the rest. Also, if you pay attention, it alludes to the fact that some things are more set apart than others," And the altar shall be most set-apart ". Obviously, that means something else is less set apart. Lets continue, in chapter 30, verse 30 it says

30 “And you shall anoint Aharon and his sons, and set them apart,[from the rest of my people] to serve as priests to Me. 

[inserted for contextual understanding]

Now this puts the level of Set Apartness into perspective, Aharon and his sons, were to be priests to Yhwh, so they were to be Set Apart from the rest of Yisrael, as priests. Lets continue in chapter 31, verse 13 
13 “And you, speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, saying, ‘My Sabbaths you are to guard, by all means, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, to know that I, יהוה, am setting you apart. "


Also he refers back to this verse in Yehezeqel (Ezekiel) 20, verse 12, and 19-20

12 “And I also gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between them and Me, to know that I am יהוה who sets them apart. 
19 ‘I am יהוה your Elohim. Walk in My laws, and guard My right-rulings, and do them. 20 ‘And set apart My Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign between Me and you, to know that I am יהוה your Elohim.’ 


And, back in Shemot, in chapter 39 verse 30, He says

30 And they made the plate of the set-apart sign of dedication of clean gold, and wrote on it an inscription like the engraving of a signet: SET-APARTNESS TO יהוה. 


As well as chapter 40, verses 9-15

9 ...and shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the Dwelling Place and all that is in it, and shall set it and all its utensils apart, and it shall be set-apart. 10 “And you shall anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all its utensils, and set the altar apart, and the altar shall be most set-apart. 11 “And you shall anoint the basin and its stand, and set it apart. 12 “And you shall bring Aharon and his sons to the door of the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water. 13 “And you shall put the set-apart garments on Aharon, and anoint him and set him apart to serve as priest to Me. 14 “And you shall bring his sons and put long shirts on them, 15 and shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, and they shall serve as priests to Me. And their anointing shall be for them an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.” 


Apparently he is Very Concerned with us being set apart. He wants a certain kind of person, and he is very specific about the way this person should look, act, and feel. These are the most basic ways we can set ourselves apart to Yhwh.


Now we come to Wayyiqra(Leviticus). Here we see once again how important it is to be set apart. First we go to chapter 10, verses 1-3

1  And Naḏaḇ and Aḇihu, the sons of Aharon, each took his fire holder and put fire in it, and put incense on it, and brought strange fire before יהוה, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from יהוה and consumed them, and they died before יהוה. 3 Then Mosheh said to Aharon, “This is what יהוה spoke, saying, ‘By those who come near Me let Me be set-apart! And before all the people let Me be esteemed!’ ” And Aharon was silent. 


 It is rather apparent that when He says we are to be set apart, He doesn't mean in any old way. He has very specific ways we are to be set apart, and if we come to his altar in any other way, we will be killed! In verses 9-11 it says

9 “Do not drink wine or strong drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you go into the Tent of Meeting, lest you die – a law forever throughout your generations, 10 so as to make a distinction between the set-apart and the profane, and between the unclean and the clean, 11 and to teach the children of Yisra’ĕl all the laws which יהוה has spoken to them by the hand of Mosheh.” 


Here he is telling Aharon and his sons to be sober when they enter the dwelling place of Elohim. He says this so they will be able to distinguish between Clean and Unclean, and the Set-Apart and the Profane! If we aren't Set-Apart, then we are Profane! In chapter 11, verses 44-45 it says

44 ‘For I am יהוה your Elohim, and you shall set yourselves apart. And you shall be set-apart, for I am set-apart. And do not defile yourselves with any creeping creature that creeps on the earth. 45 ‘For I am יהוה who is bringing you up out of the land of Mitsrayim, to be your Elohim. And you shall be set-apart, for I am set-apart. 


Here He says again, He is bringing us up, that we may set ourselves apart. He won't do it for us, He will show us the way, but we must walk it! In chapter 19, verse 1 

1  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying,2 “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Yisra’ĕl, and say to them, ‘Be set-apart, for I יהוה your Elohim am set-apart. 


And in chapter 20, verses 7 and 8 it says

7 ‘And you shall set yourselves apart, and shall be set-apart, for I am יהוה your Elohim, 8 and you shall guard My laws and do them. I am יהוה, who sets you apart. 


Now wait a second here, this seems a little contradictory, doesn't it? He first says we should set ourselves apart, then He continues to say He will set us apart. What does this mean? How can He do it, if he wants us to do it? The answer is simple, He guides us, and He shows us the way. He gives us the strength, and He pushes us when we fall behind. We have to continue to push ourselves, and trudge on, and have the faith, and belief to make it, and "Endure to the End". 


Now, still in chapter 20, lets look at verses 24-26

24 ‘But I say to you, “You are going to possess their land, and I Myself give it to you to possess it, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am יהוה your Elohim, who has separated you from the peoples. 25 ‘And you shall make a distinction between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean birds and clean. And do not make yourselves abominable by beast or by bird, or whatever creeps on the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean. 26 ‘And you shall be set-apart to Me, for I יהוה am set-apart, and have separated you from the peoples to be Mine. 


We are His. He wants us to do things His way. Here He talks about making a distinction between "Clean and Unclean". We saw earlier that He paralleled "Clean and Unclean" with "Set-Apart and Profane". The things He teaches us we are to keep and obey if we want to be His.


Now in chapter 21, we see verses 6-8 saying

6 ‘They are set-apart to their Elohim and do not profane the Name of their Elohim, for they bring the offerings of יהוה made by fire, and the bread of their Elohim, and shall be set-apart. 7 ‘They do not take a woman who is a whore or a defiled woman, and they do not take a woman put away from her husband, for he is set-apart to his Elohim. 8 ‘And you shall set him apart, for he brings the bread of your Elohim, he is set-apart to you. For I, יהוה, setting you apart, am set-apart. 


Also we see in verse 15

15 ‘And he does not profane his offspring among his people, for I am יהוה, who sets him apart.’ ” 


And verses 22-23

22 ‘He does eat the bread of his Elohim, both the most set-apart and the set-apart, 23 only, he does not go near the veil or approach the altar, because he has a defect, lest he profanes My set-apart places. For I am יהוה, who sets them apart.’ ” 


It seems that countless times in scripture He says that His people are Set Apart. It's a driving force all through the Law. It is in all the rest of Scripture as well, but it would be overwhelming to try to cover all of that for a single point. Lastly in Wayyiqra, we'll go to chapter 27, verse 30

30 ‘And all the tithe of the land – of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree – belongs to יהוה. It is set-apart to יהוה. 


It is talking here about the "First Fruits", the offering, that was set apart to Yhwh. It calls his chosen in Revelation, his "First Fruits". Once again He is showing us what we are supposed to be. 


Alright, now on to Bemidbar(Numbers). In this book he doesn't touch nearly as much on the topic of being Set Apart. But he does mention a very Significant way we can Be set apart. But first, let's go to chapter 11, verse 18

18 “And say to the people, ‘Set yourselves apart for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat, because you have wept in the hearing of יהוה, saying, “Who is giving us meat to eat? For it was well with us in Mitsrayim.” And יהוה shall give you meat, and you shall eat. 


Here He is providing for us once again, and telling us to Set ourselves Apart. Now if you read into the context of this passage, you will see that the children of Yisrael are setting themselves apart for Discipline! He is going to give them what they've been crying for, until the meat "comes out of your nostrils and becomes an abomination to you"! This is definitely something we should be wary of. If we ask for something, that we're not supposed to get, or that we are supposed to learn a lesson from not having, He may just give it too us, but I don't think it is to be considered a good thing! Now, on to chapter 15, verses 38-40

38 “Speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, and you shall say to them to make tzitziyot on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a blue cord in the tzitzit of the corners. 39 “And it shall be to you for a tzitzit, and you shall see it, and shall remember all the commands of יהוה and shall do them, and not search after your own heart and your own eyes after which you went whoring, 40 so that you remember, and shall do all My commands, and be set-apart unto your Elohim. 


Now this is something I really like in scripture. He talks here about something called merely "Tzitzit"(a hebrew word meaning tassel-Tzitziyot is merely the plural form). This is something that the jews do even today, they wear a completely white tassel woven and braided, approximately a foot long, give or take. The problem is that Orthodox Jews do NOT believe in Yahushua, and being that the blue thread is a picture of him they will not wear the Tzitzit that the Torah (hebrew word for Law, referring to the 5 books written by Moshe) says we are Supposed to wear, to Remember his Law, to Not follow our hearts, and to BE SET APART. This is one of the "Bazzilion and a Half Ways" that I set myself apart from the world. I wear a set of tassels that I had imported from Israel. They have the original "Tehellet" blue that was used in the time of Moshe, and I braid them together myself. I find that it is a simple and Very effective way to set oneself apart ( just going to Wal-Mart is a religious statement, especially if you are spotted by a Jew). But, moving on, lets turn to chapter 16, verse 3

3 And they assembled against Mosheh and against Aharon, and said to them, “Enough of you! For all the congregation is set-apart, all of them, and יהוה is in their midst. Why then do you lift up yourselves above the assembly of יהוה?” 


Now this verse has a lot of negative connotations connected to it. It is a perfect example of Yisrael being rebellious, disrespectful, ungrateful, etc. But we can use this verse as an affirmative source that "...all the congregation is set-apart, all of them..." . They may have been using this fact to try to overthrow Moshe's authority, but that doesn't change that it is in fact, a fact. 


Ok, all that's left is Devarim(Deuteronomy). We'll start in chapter 5, verse 12

12 ‘Guard the Sabbath day, to set it apart, as יהוה your Elohim commanded you. 


This here is one of the most foundational ways to set yourself apart. The Shabbat, or Sabbath, is fundamental, and quite a statement that you are Not of the world. The world works 24/7, you can only work 24/5, "Fria-day" night, and "Saturn-day" until sundown, you can do NO work. Don't wash dishes, Don't mow the lawn, Don't buy or sell anything. Don't even bother to carry money. Don't travel long distances. Don't make your bed. Don't wash clothes. See how long it takes for the world to mark you as either "weird" or "jew". It'll happen, I promise, and the Father wants it to!


Now on to chapter 7, verse 6

6 “For you are a set-apart people to יהוה your Elohim. יהוה your Elohim has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a treasured possession above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 


If we set ourselves apart in this way we will be a "Treasured Possesion" and "Above all the peoples on the face of the earth" . That's what the Father has in store for His people


Ok, chapter 14, verses 1-2 and 21.

1  “You are the children of יהוה your Elohim. Do not cut yourselves nor shave the front of your head for the dead, 2 for you are a set-apart people to יהוה your Elohim, and יהוה has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a treasured possession above all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

21 “Do not eat whatever dies of itself. Give it to the stranger who is within your gates, to eat it, or sell it to a foreigner. For you are a set-apart people to יהוה your Elohim...


Here He repeats himself, and we see Again, the command to be set apart. Now chapter 26, verses 18-19

18 “And יהוה has caused you to proclaim today to be His people, a treasured possession, as He has spoken to you, and to guard all His commands, 19 so as to set you high above all nations which He has made, for a praise, and for a name, and for esteem, and for you to be a set-apart people to יהוה your Elohim, as He has spoken.” 


Here he tells us to Keep his commands, to Set us above all nations. Now chapter 28, in verse 9

9 “יהוה does establish you as a set-apart people to Himself, as He has sworn to you, if you guard the commands of יהוה your Elohim and walk in His ways. 


Again if we do what He says, we will be His Set Apart people. Now lastly, chapter 33, verse 2-3

2 And he said, “יהוה came from Sinai, and rose from Sĕʽir for them. He shone forth from Mount Paran, and came with ten thousands of set-apart ones – at His right hand a law of fire for them. 3 Indeed, He loves the peoples, all His set-apart ones are in Your hand. And they, they sat down at Your feet, receiving Your Words. 


As we wrap up this teaching, we see here where "Ten Thousands" of set apart ones, were with Yhwh, following Moshe. It says he had a "Law of Fire" for them, or in hebrew "Aysh Torah". The fire of Torah is what is meant to cleanse us of the world. We need to be separated from everything else, and independent of the abhorrences, tragedies, abominations, perversions, and so on, and so on, that are rooted deep within the present culture. Our children learn it in school, We learn it on TV, or in books, or movies, or advertisements, magazines, newspapers, the list never ends. It's the world! We have to be separate from the entire WORLD! This is where I will end this teaching, I'm sure I've spent a lot of your time today, but if you learned or grew from this teaching, then know it was time well spent. I pray for all our brethren, here, there, and everywhere, that they will find the truth, the Real Truth, and follow the Right Rulings of our loving Father, Yhwh. Shalom, and good evening, for it is evening here. 

-Lahav “Ben Ruach”
