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For Doreen:

  A Voice from the Garden.

  By: Donald Davie

THINKING ABOUT THE SELECTION

Recalling

1. What are three of the natural features near the speakers house? The lawn of moss, the trellis of trees, and the rose arbor.
2. (a)Where are the guest from? (b) What delights them about the grounds near the speakers house? The guest are from Brooklyn.  The rose arbor and the wilderness.
3. How does the “frenzy in us” cause the speaker(of the English perhaps) to regard garden-like settings such as this one?  Beause the English see to like gardens. 
4.  What does the speaker say the English “must be mad” to dislike? The gardens  which are all over their land.
Interpreting

5. Why do you think the English ignore, or discard, the beauties that foreign guests see there? Because they did not like it?
6. How does the speaker react to Brooklyn’s dislike of certin British verses? The English just let it slide.
7. If the gardens of England are in fact beautiful, why does the speaker say they “pock her face”? The speaker says that they poc her face because they are every were.
8. One interpretation of this poem is that its basic theme in this poem is English literature, not the English landscape. What evidence do you find in the poem to support this interpretation? Anglophobia raises    (from the poem)
                                                  In Brooklyn to hysteria

                                                  At some British verses.

                                                  British, one sympathizes.





        Diesel fues cling to wisteria.

                                                  One conceives of worse reverses.
Applying

9. Critics have remarked in Davie’s relationship with England- a somewhat      antagonistic one – and on his stylistic tendency to “shut the reader out.” To what extent do you think these two comments apply to this poem? I think both statements are accurate. 

Some Men Create

By: Molly Holden

THINKING ABOUT THE SELECTION 

Recalling

1. What does the uncut ivy do? The uncut ivy grows bigger.
2. What advice does the speaker give to gardeners?  The speaker tells the gardeners to leave some plots alone because its pleasing to the eye.
Interperting

3. How is the beauty described in this poem created”by default”? Made from nature.
4. What causes the “traveler’s joy” in stanza 3? To see things as they should be seen untouched.
Applying

5. What are some exaples you can point to of “beauty by default”? The ivy , a small area of trees.
6. How do you think a professional gardener or landscaper would respond to this poem? I think that if the gardener listenedd to the advice given by the speaker then he would be out of a job.
