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Friends of Virgin, Inc.

P.O. Box 790005

Virgin, Utah 84779-0005

www.friendsofvirgin.com

If you wish to be removed from our email list please send a message to friends@friendsofvirgin.com.

Our Purpose:

To promote the continued health, safety, security, beauty, and viability of the town of Virgin, Utah, through the combined efforts and talents of the individuals and entities herein known as the Friends of Virgin.  Though the Friends of Virgin differ dramatically in viewpoint and political affiliation, they unite here to assist in informing and educating local residents and decision-makers; promoting openness in town government and free access to its records; and encouraging public input as well as its serious consideration by officials.

Board of Directors:

Lee Ballard, president

Adele Pincock, secretary

Sandra Grow, treasurer

Linda Collet, director

DRD Properties South, director
MEETING WATCH
[editorial and explanatory comments italicized in brackets]

Planning & Zoning 


The following events occurred during regular or special meetings of the Planning Commission in May or June. 


Planners presented maps, policies and the annexation timetable so that a Public hearing  on a new annexation policy plan could be held. Virgin’s draft, entitled “Annexation Growth Plan” is designed to  guide development and expansion of the town’s boundaries in a manner consistent with our General Plan and state law.  It outlines growth areas and requirements for annexation petitioners.  A major task in completing the growth plan is defining the expansion area, or the unincorporated lands the town anticipates it may want to annex in the future.  The proposed expansion map includes the lip of Gooseberry Mesa to the south and all private, state and BLM lands, including the top of Smith Mesa, between Virgin and neighboring municipalities and the Park.  According to the plan the expansion area map will also show boundaries for ‘levels of growth’ at varying points in the future, areas that might impact the watershed, springs for culinary water, and flood data.  Adopting the AGP will require amending the General Plan maps and updating its population and growth projections.  The map and a copy of the plan are available for review at the Town Hall.  A public hearing will be held on the AGP at the commission’s regular meeting on Wednesday July 7 at 7 p.m.  


Planners also began work to readdress the commercial zone and create a new industrial/ commercial zone. The board discussed amendments to the commercial zone including moving some now-commercial uses to the new Industrial/Commercial zone, removing other uses altogether, adopting commercial zone descriptions which accommodate a variety of uses, and mapping out locations for each zone in town.  This item is still ongoing; members have meanwhile agreed to research commercial zoning descriptions from other towns. 

    Town Council

Here are highlights, in no particular order, from May doings of the Town Council.


The Board discussed priorities for road work to be done in town. At this time, Virgin has $54,000 in the B & C Road Fund:    not enough to cover all the work currently targeted by the council. [a list of these road projects in order of preference, topped by improvement of the Kolob Road, were printed in the May Virgin Town newsletter].  Final decisions were tabled until fall, when the town will have received more government road funds. 



It was announced that  Virgin has the lowest mill levy in Washington County (this levy determines our property tax rates); the Council then decided to go forth with the process of raising the Virgin mill levy, which would raise our property taxes and result in a larger amount of property tax going to town coffers. Bob Kelly stated that he can help citizens with the process of tax abatement.  


The Council was compelled to approve an increase in payments to Hurricane City Fire Protection. [The future success of our volunteer fire department here in Virgin may some day allow us to remain independent of Hurricane and reduce our sky-high insurance premiums] 
A new excavation permit ordinance recommended by the Planning Commission was adopted by the Council in May. During the required public hearing concerns were raised about the protection of our hillsides and the need to provide for sufficient regulatory control over excavation projects. The ordinance was passed with two stipulations: the commission will look into creating  hillside protection standards, and the town officials were given the authority to put temporary stop-work orders on projects to allow for the Town Engineer to review compliance with code. 

Discussions prompted by the town clerk’s discovery  of  $4,000 in water bill overcharges to Zion River RV Resort led to a proposed amendment of our water ordinance providing that the Town’s responsibility for refunding overcharges will go back for only a specified time.  [there will be a public hearing on this new rule at the June council meeting] Resort owners have generously agreed to accept reimbursement of one-half the overcharge along with a credit of $2000, to be applied to their future overages. 


In other news, the town is applying for a grant to replace dead trees on town property. The firm of Kemp, Burdick, Hinton and Hall was appointed Virgin’s new Town Auditor.  Councilmembers voted against adopting a Telecommunications Franchise Tax, which would increase taxes paid by Virgin cell phone users, and agreed to look into acquiring road work signs to be used by maintenance personnel whilst working on town roads. Council voted unanimously to find and install the great bell which once hung above the old church in Virgin’s town square.  [Anyone know where it might be?  If so, please inform Town Hall]  A new fee structure for dog licenses has been approved.  Senior citizen owners, and those who spay or neuter their pets, now pay discounted license fees.

OPINION

A cursory look at the 2004-2005 proposed budget sheets (now available at Town Hall), through a layman’s eye, suggests that the Town of Virgin has leapt out of the red and into the black for the first time in at least three years.  This looks like an extraordinary accomplishment for Town Clerk Mona Wilcox and our other officials, especially in view of where we stood a year ago.  Last June Virgin’s general fund showed a deficit, accumulated over some years, of more than $65,000.   One year later the Town has not only paid off its accumulated deficit, but is more than $90,000 to the good.  The utility fund, which includes the water department, also did well this year, ending with an extra $20,000.

GOINGS ON


According to the Office of the Washington County Attorney, an agreement has been reached regarding the charge of misuse of public funds  against our previous town clerk, Stacey Noelle Higbee. She is scheduled to appear in Fifth District Court on July 2 for a resolution hearing.   

Fourth of July  


The famous Virgin 4th of July celebration actually begins at 8 pm on the 2nd, with a dance in the park.  “Justice” will play, and Virgin Royalty will sell water and soft drinks.   Here is the schedule for Saturday:

  7 am:  FLAG RAISING

  7:30  am:  BREAKFAST

  9 am and on:  GAMES, CHILD’S PARADE , SKEET SHOOT, DUCK RACE (sponsored by the BMX Committee) QUILT RAFFLE

  6:30 pm:  POTLUCK DINNER; chicken and potatoes provided

  after dinner:  AUCTION


There are tickets for the quilt raffle at the Post Office, Town Hall, and Merlin’s 101.  The auction promises to be fantastic, thanks to the hard work of Sandra Grow and others who helped gather donations.

FOVI Board Report 


As FOV enters its third year in existence, we are going through some changes.  First of all, we have said a regretful goodbye to one of our directors, Jan Walker, who recently resigned due to her very busy schedule.  We thank her for her work over the last two years, and wish her the best in her many activities.  


Recognizing the busy schedules of all its other members, the board has voted to officially publish this newsletter every other month, noting that unscheduled special issues may be necessary at times.  The plan is to mail each edition  on the Tuesday before every other regularly scheduled Town Council meeting.


The time has come once more for  FOVI to collect annual  membership dues.  We do realize that those who joined recently may feel gypped when asked to pay annual dues again, already.   However, for logistical reasons (aside from our constant need for postage, ink and paper funds), we will always ask for dues at the same time of year.  If you prefer, wait until your year is up; we will accept your check gratefully whenever it comes.  Please mail your dues to the FOVI P.O. box (see front page).


If you are not yet a member but enjoy our newsletter or simply want to support our activities, now would be a good time to join or make a donation.  You may contact us via email (see page footer) or P.O. box (see front page).

UPCOMING DATES
Town Council:  Wednesday, June 23 at 7 pm; work meeting at 6:30 pm. 
Public Hearing:  2003-2004 Budget Revision; Wednesday, June 23 at 7:15 pm

Public Hearing:  2004-2005 Budget; Wednesday, June 23 at 7:30 pm
Public Hearing:  Amendment to Water Ordinance; Wednesday, June 23 at 7:45 pm
Planning & Zoning:  Wednesday, July 7 at 7pm; work meeting at 6:30 pm

Public Hearing:  Annexation Policy Plan; Wednesday, July 7 at 7 pm 
Town Council:  Wednesday, July 21 at 7pm; work mtg 6:30
Resolution Hearing:  for previous Town Clerk Noelle Higbee; July  22 at 9 am; Fifth District Court at  220 N 200 E in St. George

HISTORY


The following report of the 1908 Virgin Ward reunion is reprinted from an issue of the old Washington County News (to be found in the University of Utah J. Willard Marriott Digitized Collection), a now-defunct newspaper  referred to in one of our recent newsletters.  The program for the day reminded us in some ways of a current day Fourth of July celebration in Virgin. 
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