July 25, 2004

Introduction to the Gospel of John

I. Opening Moments: gathering, social, etc.


(approximately 5 minutes)

II.  Praises/Prayer Concerns/Prayer


(5 minutes)

III.  Introduction to John

A. Questioning

a. What does the word “gospel” mean?

b. What is the “good news” of Jesus Christ?

Sin created a great separation between man and God which ran from the beginning (Adam & Eve) until the arrival of Jesus Christ on earth.  Jesus Christ is the “solution” to the problem of sin, and is who brings us back to God through his death.  

c. What do you know about John the disciple, or John the author?

d. Do you know what makes this gospel different from the others?

B. Into the Word

a. Read John 1:1-14 “The Word Becomes Flesh”

b. Q: What is missing from this gospel?—nativity narrative, genealogy 

c. This is also referred to as the Story of the Revelation of the Glory of God—what does that mean?  This is the story of God- his desire to come among us, about how he came among us, and the mixed reaction to his being among us.  John uses vs. 1-14 as a hymn/prologue.  This serves as an overview of his entire gospel.  It’s like the prologue to Romeo & Juliet or The Canterbury Tales.  

i. Read vs. 1 & 2: introduction to the Trinity: the Word… another name for God/Jesus, etc.  It was there in the beginning—which means that God was there before creation, but that Jesus was as well

In addition to being together, they are also completely separate beings—the Word was God, and the Word was with God.  Indicates separateness, yet oneness.

ii. 3 & 4: Jesus’ life is our light into the darkness of the world.  

1. John uses the word “light” to be revelation or salvation throughout his gospel. 

2. Jesus is our source of knowledge (again, light) to understand God and what he is about.  

iii. 5: Darkness(Evil…Evil has tried to put out the light but has not succeeded.  “Word play” to help people understand… good vs. evil, light vs. dark

iv. 6-8: John was sent to be the one who prepared the way, or who set the stage for Jesus… he preached in the desert, warned people to get ready, wore clothes of camel hair, ate grasshoppers and wile honey, told the Jews that they were not guaranteed salvation just because they were descendants of Abraham, baptized believers, they thought he was the Messiah, Jesus said he was like Elijah, John’s work was to prepare the way

v. 9: the light shining on everyone was a unique concept—before, only the Jews were saved, and were saved by circumstance, that they were descendants of Abraham.  This way, everyone has the opportunity to be saved, because Jesus came to everyone

vi. 13: This alludes to being “saved by grace.”  What John is saying here is that we aren’t with God because of who we are, or because of what we do.  We’re saved because God loves us

d. John Tells About Jesus

i. Vs. 19-22: Why would the Jewish leaders be so anxious to know who Jesus was?  

ii. Vs. 23: People got really excited about John the Baptist, they thought he was the promised Messiah.  His answer in the words of Isaiah would have been important, both to those John the Baptist spoke to, and to John’s audience.  Why?

iii. Vs. 24-25: Those sneaky Pharisees: they liked to trap people, with their own words and actions, like John the Baptist baptizing people even though he wasn’t the Messiah.  Were they trying to get him to admit that he was the Messiah or that he couldn’t baptize because he wasn’t the Messiah?
iv. Vs. 26-28: Baptism: ritual, cleansing of sins.  Some Christians believe it to be more than symbolic; some Christians immerse, some sprinkle.  Untying sandals was the job of a slave. 

e. The Lamb of God, vs. 29-34

i. John knew who Jesus was even though they’d never met

ii. He wasn’t physically alive—John the Baptist is older

iii. Talking about Jesus’ baptism: retelling rather than first hand account

iv. Until Jesus could talk to the people, John the Baptist was the one going out and declaring him to be the Son of God

f. The First Disciples of Jesus vs. 35-42

i. Jesus gets his first disciples

ii. John the Baptist’s followers turned away from him and went to Jesus, which would be what John wanted—prepare the way

iii. One was Andrew, who then told Simon Peter to follow

g. Jesus Chooses Philip and Nathaneal  

i. He must have been charismatic: people just dropped what they were doing and followed him

ii. Jesus showed Nathaneal that he was the Son of God because he knew where he’d been before Philip called him up
iii. Nathaneal told that he will be shown even better things

h. MIRACLE 1/7 John 2:1-12

i.  Moms are always trying to bug their kids—Mary knew Jesus’ potential, who he was.  She knew he could make more wine for the wedding party

ii. Mary tries to persuade Jesus to make wine, but he tells her not to push him- that it’s not time yet.

iii. Why would Jesus want to wait to perform the miracle?


(approximately 30-45 minutes)

C. Discussion:

a. Continuation of John

b. How to break it up?  Guest leaders, student leaders, etc.

(approximately 5 minutes)

IV.  HABITS Introduction

A. Comes as a result of a need to introduce more spiritual disciplines to the MYF
B. Introduce each portion, and explain each

C. Discuss how the MYF wants to implement HABITS into daily life, MYF, the church, etc.

D. Introduce H: Hang time with God (prayer)
(approximately 10-15 minutes)

V. Upcoming Events Discussion/Planning


A. Details about Cedar Point, Potential Guests, Transportation, etc.


B.  Habitat for Humanity Information, choosing a date, etc.


C. Other potential service projects, etc.  



(approximately 15-20 minutes)

VI. Closing Prayer

