The GOP may be Putin Liberty down

By dissident writer in the American gulag Don Meinshausen

Putin the latest in the tradition of Russian autocrats has won his staged election and announced his
successor. He has achieved the ideal predicted by Marxist theoretician Herbert Marcuse of
repressive tolerance. The iron fist now wears a velvet glove. As described by Marcuse America as
well as other Western democracies have guarantees of freedom of expression and an elected
parliament. However if some group or individual grows too powerful and especially if this business
or faction is critical or refuses to work with the oligarchs the state steps in to maintain the hierarchy.
This can manifest in onerous regulations or taxes or outright confiscation or even murder of
dissident journalists. Politically this has meant freezing out of minority points of view from the
large media or suppressing demonstrations.

There are also the throwing candidates off the ballot. During the early years after the end of
communism it was easier for a Russian candidate to be listed on the ballot than in the United States.
Sadly the Russians have taken the lead once again in repressing new ideas. Kasporov, the greatest
chess player alive and famed Russian dissident and head of liberal forces opposing Putin has
announced that he cannot meet the ballot qualifications for the race for prime minister next year. In
the recent parliamentary elections the liberal groups like Yobloko were kept out of winning while
the Communists got about 11% keeping them at the tigers at the gates where they can scare Russian
liberals and the West.

. When confronted by NPR in the program “On the Media” on why such manipulation and
obstruction of points of view are done the following rationale is given. Russian democracy is fragile
and the Russians need leadership for a while especially since the Russia has been subject to terrorist
attacks. While all the large media is pro-Putin if they want to survive there is a tolerated opposition
of nationalists and communists which is even more frightening than the Putin forces. The Putin
forces say that small presses do exist as well and some internet by liberal oppo§iti0n forces Thesc
are very popular to Western journalists but not much beyond that.. There are small music and
theater groups that have radical messages and are allowed to go on unknown and uncensored. In
other words it is not as bad as the Soviet era. However the new nomenkultura if pushed might allow
more evil groups to come to the fore or so they say.. Besides this is the model of Western
democracy as they have witnessed and was described by Marcuse. Remember how Nader was kept
off the ballot in many states in 20047 :

In Iran those who do not toe the fundamentalist Shia Moslem line are not allowed to run fo
office. Venezuela’s Chavez grabs TV stations and any other power he can get using Castro’s
playbook. Keeping democracy’s appearances while hobbling competitors is an old trick

If the neo-cons are so focused on spreading democracy, free elections and individual rights they
should loudly protest if any similar measures are taken against GOP candidate Ron Paul if he
decides to run as the Libertarian Party candidate in 2008. Ron Paul will be attracting more voters
from the left than from the right anyway. But even that logic may be unconvincing to the Rove-ing
marauders of the GOP. Just the thought of any third party, especially that can use their own rhetoric
against them, might anger them enough to aggravate the already expensive and onerous ballot
access procedures that must be overcome. Whether the neo-cons and their media will address this
coming issuc and even honestly confront their GOP employers will be examined by everyone.
Libertarians are all over the internet and thc Democrats as well as many conservatives will be
pointing to any such un-American attempts to restrict ballot access. Just a shot across the bow, guys
Practice what you preach. XXX



