Starring the Atlanta Skyline. ..

A Man in Full-by Tom Wolfe

(A chief in Wolfe’s clothing) Reviewed by Don Meinshausen

1 am astounded, absolutely flabbergasted by the synchronicity of it all. It is absolutely
amazing how a book will end up in your hands just when your mind is running toward that very
thing...And especially if it’s a book by Tom Wolfe, the cutting edge and very soul of the New
Journalism, which combines reporting and novelist approaches to writing.

“A Man in Full” is a nove! set in contemporary Atlanta where our hero; Charlie Croker, former
footbalil hero and now millionaire real estate developer resides. Here he changes and is changed
by Atlanta and its new social forces. As we all know, or should know, businessman as hero is a
very rare concept in novels. Croker is a man who develops his own heroic philosophy and fate.
This is something that has not been done since Ayn Rand. Having it done by a writer who has
been hailed as the most astute social critic alive should arouse libertarian interest.

Those of you who know me know of my involvement in the libertarian movement since its
modern beginnings. Those of you who know me know that 1 am also a Pagan and have written
on how libertarianism and Paganism come together. In this book our hero, Charlie Croker,
develops into a Pagan evangelist. Those of you that know me know that I am writing this in
prison. And to cap it all off Charlie reccives the Pagan philosophy of Epictetus through Conrad:;
a person who recently left prison after serving time for a bullshit crime. The book was sent to
Conrad in prison, seemingly at random. A Man in Full was sent to me in prison, seemingly at
- random, from a prisoner book service which never gave a reason for this inspired gift. No matter.
I got the message.

Epictetus was a Stoic philosopher. He was a Greek, a cripple and a poor freed slave who lived
under the dominion of ancient Rome during Nero’s rule. He said that we own nothing in our life
but our own character and our visionary plans or our scheme of life, According to him we should
act that way no matter how much or how little we have. That which makes us human is the
divine spark from Zeus or divine spirit. That empowers us and calls us to speak the truth to
power. The will to truth is so powerful, so much part of our nature that even Rome can’t take it
away from us. Even the Christians respected the Stoics through borrowing from them,

Everything else is a trifle says Conrad, a common working man who has been transmuted by
his bad luck and good philosophy. Conrad comes to Mr. Croker as a humble home aide and
shares these insights with Charlie and with us. Then Charlie goes through the greatest crisis of
his life and discovers what has value. My loss of home, fortune, friends, freedom and
opportunity become more understandable now, knowing on another level what I knew all along.
Sometimes one has to close some doors in order to open others that you could not open before.,
The ability to see danger and opportunity in a crisis and to act on it is a discovery, like this book.

This book 1s less harsh than Bonfire of the Vamties, though it has some bite. The characters
here are quite human and have understandable though limited scope because of their character.
Some of those who oppose Charlie Croker are not so much as villainous as they are petty. But
they too are depicted as human. The emerging black powerbrokers as well as their white
counterparts peacefully resolve a potentially explosive situation and come to self discoveries of
itheir own. Hopefully, you will too.



