Romeo & Juliet

Shakespeare’s dramatic and poetic genius presents us with a range of emotions in his plays. By referring to ‘Romeo and Juliet’ show how you were made to feel a range of emotions.

In “Romeo and Juliet”, Shakespeare combined contrasting emotions of love and hate, comedy and tragedy to render his audience with a variety of emotions. He choose to use fate, tension, structure and characterization to convey these mixtures of feelings. And the basis of those sentiments arose from the love between Romeo and Juliet, which possessed many impediments since the moment they met. However “Romeo and Juliet” is not simply an unfortunate love story, Shakespeare has also included the theme “hatred” to allow the audience to experience a wider range of emotions.  

  The chorus of Act I begins the play by informing the audience the fate of Romeo and Juliet. They are told that the “star-cross’d lovers” will eventually take their own lives because of a prolonged feud between their families: 


From forth the fatal loins of these two foes


A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life.
This creates a dramatic start, which will consume the audiences’ interest. And whilst giving away the ending of the story it still leaves enough questions and curiosity. Shakespeare achieved a strong engagement with the audience right from the start by revealing the ending, which in turn allows the audience to have a better understanding of what is happening. Therefore, he would increase the intensity of the feelings the audiences are subjected to at the same time.

  Although the tragic ending was exposed right from the beginning, its audience may nevertheless hope for a more fortunate ending and that somehow, Romeo and Juliet may avoid their ill-fated destiny. This poignant beginning arouses lots of sympathy and saddens the audience.

  In Act I, the tension expands as the scenes progresses. But when the tension is at its peak, it is ended and the next scene was comparably quiet. This building up of tension, followed by a more appeased scene was used by Shakespeare throughout Romeo and Juliet. The quieter scene helped the audience to comprehend what had happened in the scene before. (Again, allowing the audience to have a better understanding, which will trigger a more emotional response.) This was particularly effective in Romeo and Juliet because everything within the play happened so fast that it may pose a difficulty for the audience to gasp every emotion exhibited during the building up of tension.

  The short time span of “Romeo and Juliet” meant that careful structuring was applied to convey all the emotions in the play successfully to its audience. Shakespeare used a particular structure - of which he used in many of his plays – for his spectators to fully connect with the characters of his play in order to emotionally respond. Act I was an introduction where the important characters were established. It also introduced the feud between the Montagues and the Capulets. This feud prompted an unconscious repulsive reaction from the audience and when the love between Romeo and Juliet was initiated, the contrast of love and hate would cause the audience to be more sensitive and supportive towards them.

  The love story between Romeo and Juliet was then quickly developed in Act II and tension was built up expeditiously into a crisis in Act III, where the death of Tybalt and Mercutio inevitably caused the banishment of Romeo from Verona. When Romeo realized how severe the consequences were to be after he had killed Tybalt, he blamed it on fate: 


O! I am fortune’s fool.

   Shakespeare is again seeking sympathy from his audience. This ominous turning point was fated, and could not be altered. The audiences are distressed by the fact that fate is unalterable, and will feel sympathetic towards Romeo and Juliet for their misfortune.   

  In Act IV, more complication was added when Friar Laurence’s plan for Romeo and Juliet to be together was interrupted. This complication was used stimulate excitement and anticipation for the turnout from the audience. Consequently, keeping the audience interested and enhances their fervour. 

  Finally, in Act VI (the dénouement) the Montagues and Capulets decided to terminate their ancient feud, but at the cost of losing a daughter and a son.  

  The structure of this play divided the story into sections, which all had a different mood to compliment the plot of the section. This illustrates the emotions clearer and allows the audience to have a better understanding. For example, in Act I, Romeo was portrayed as somewhat immature through his love for Rosaline. But the audience is made aware that this love was full of mixed emotions and that it was not genuine or sincere and that it was more of an infatuation than love. Romeo was simply in love with the idea of being in love. And his piteous mood adds to show his immaturity:


Is love a tender thing? It is too rough,


Too rude, too boisterous; and it pricks like thorn.

  However in Act II, Romeo was depicted as a much more mature person through his love for Juliet. His feeling for Juliet was real, and the audience was made aware of this too. Romeo’s two contrasting kinds of love was achieved effectively by the use to structure, because Act I and II showed two different sides of Romeo, which in turn helps the reader to understand Romeo’s two contradictory kind of emotions – one was sincere, but the other was not. The audience will be disgusted by Romeo’s imitation of being in love (with Rosaline) at first, but when his real love for Juliet started to emerge through, the audience would feel much more compassionate towards him.

  Although Romeo and Juliet’s ill-fated love story was the main focus of the play, Shakespeare managed to include a sufficient amount of humour for his Elizabethan audiences. And the characterization of Mercutio made this possible. He is more light-hearted and looked at matters more simple and straightforward compared to the other characters: 


An old hare hoar


And an old hare hoar


Is very good meat in Lent.


But a hare that is hoar


Is too much for a score.

 Therefore, instead of being swamped by constant calamities, Mercutio’s mockeries and wild sense of humor creates a different texture for “Romeo and Juliet” – one where the Elizabethan audience will enjoy.

  This enjoyment is different to the satisfaction to the drama between Romeo and Juliet, because whereas Mercutio displays a lightened tone, the drama is quite the opposite. This tonal difference means that although the audience will enjoy both sides of the play, they will in addition feel a greater variation of emotions.

  Shakespeare’s romantic, yet tragic play provided his audience with many disparate emotions, which illustrated the reality and consequences of hatred. However, this hatred was balanced by the love between Romeo and Juliet and their determination as they strived for the survival of their relationship. The emotional intensity of the play was conveyed through many techniques of which Shakespeare had used successfully to touch his audience and supply them with a comedic side all at the same time.

