Both my parents and grandparents studied medicine at university. And though I developed a strong interest for the science subjects I studied at school my commitment towards a career in medicine was confirmed by the realization of its significance when my grandfather passed away three years ago. I appreciate the hope and time medicine granted him after he was diagnosed with cancer.

  As part of my Gold Duke of Edinburgh Service, I am currently volunteering as a request collector at a local hospital radio station. Although my tasks are not medically related, they have allowed me the opportunity of close contact with the patients, given me the opportunity to develop my communication skills and also the satisfaction of knowing I have helped. I have gained a further insight into the caring profession through working at the Royal Victoria Hospital as a care worker socializing and empathizing with the patients, playing games and accompanying them out on walks if weather permits. Similarly at the MS Therapy Center, my duties include chatting to people after they come out of the oxygen chamber and helping them in any way I can. All three placements have so far proved to be incredibly fulfilling and pleasurable.

  In school, I spend two lessons a week assisting pupils who have the autistic spectrum disorder with their homework. One week, I was asked to teach a girl the basics of algebra. It was a challenging task that made me realize the difficulties of interacting with people effectively. I am also trained to be a “number partner” and am designated to three pupils twice each week to play mathematical games with the intention of helping the younger pupils feel more comfortable with mathematics. Furthermore, I am taking part in Peer Tutoring by providing general help in a first year chemistry class every week. I have gained a lot from these opportunities and hope that I have provided them with some help in return.

  The subjects that I favour the most in school are mathematics, biology, chemistry, physics and art. In fifth year, I won The Edinburgh Angus Club Prize for achieving the highest score in the Higher Mathematics preliminary exam. I feel that the three Advance Higher I am currently pursuing is providing me with the valuable training for independent learning, which I understand, is essential in university. 

  Before moving to Britain from China at the age of nine, I lived with my grandparents who introduced me to many leisure pursuits of which I still possess. I have attended art classes, dance classes, learnt the keyboard and the art of Chinese calligraphy. After moving to Britain, I became a skilled steal pan, drums and piano player. I have entered and won many piano competitions, passed the Grade 5 Piano examination, as well as accompanied the choir in the school Christmas concert. I also expanded my percussion skills by joining a concert band, which regularly performed in the city hall. My current quest is to attain a “pass” of my forthcoming Piano Grade 8 examination. Apart from music, I take pleasure in active hobbies such as swimming and playing basketball and more general hobbies such as drawing and painting. At school, I am currently attending the badminton club. My variety of interests has helped me relax from the stress of my schoolwork as well as balancing my academic and social life.

  I have experienced a multicultural childhood that I treasure dearly. I recognize the need for a modern day doctor to empathize with patients from a rich diversity of ethnic origins and I feel that I possess a great advantage considering my background. Medicine is what I am most passionate about because I love the fact that it’s constantly advancing and the career it could eventually lead to. I believe I have the determination and commitment to undertake such a demanding course at university. And I also consider myself to be capable of becoming a competent and empathetic doctor who can one day make a contribution to society.

