SOLVING A SYSTEM OF EQUATIONS 

USING THE CALCULATOR AND MATRICES

To solve a system of equations using matrices, first enter the matrix for the system of equations. To do this (and it’s different for different calculators) go to the matrix function of your calculator (either press the “MATRX” key, this works on the TI-83, or press “2nd” then press key with “MATRX” above it—“x-1” on the TI-83 PLUS). On the matrix screen, scroll over to EDIT. Press ENTER. Scroll down to the matrix you want to edit and press ENTER. Enter the dimensions then each of the entries in the matrix (enter the number then press ENTER for each one). After entering the last entry, press “2nd” then press key with “QUIT” above it. Then you will do the following calculation (assuming the matrix you entered is matrix A):




rref([A])
Here’s how you do this:

Get to the matrix function again (as described above), move the cursor over to “MATH”, move the cursor up or down to “rref”, “ENTER”. The screen should show “rref(“ Get to the matrix function, press ENTER (to chose matrix A). The screen should show “rref([A]”. Press “ENTER”. The solution matrix will appear.   

