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SABBATH LETTER 9:

WHO CAN PREACH AND LEAD A CHURCH

APART FROM CHURCH ORDINATION?

Dear Brethren,

     Greetings again from Park Place Subdivision, Cainta as I write my 9th Sabbath Letter!

     I have a residential room here, which doubles as my office for the 1335 Church of God, as well as a venue for a future Sabbath Service for 4 or 5 Franklin Subscribers. When my group will overflow this small room, I hope to hold 1335 Sabbath Services in the University Hotel, UP, Diliman, Quezon City in pursuit of my “polarization” mentioned in Sabbath Letter 5 entitled, “Teachers Camp”.

     On a bigger scale, I also hope someday to rent an office room in Skyland Plaza in Makati City, where the original office of Ambassador College Agency and Worldwide Church of God (formerly called Radio Church of God) was located in a building called CCC or Commercial Credit Corporation. This was supplanted by another building before the Skyland Plaza. This used to be the headquarters of God’s work in the Philipines from 1965 to 1970 when Arthur W. Docken was the Regional Director and I was the Supervisor of Mail Department and Plain Truth Circulation.

     I was reminiscing some of the events that happened during the last FOT in Baguio City. One of the Ministers of the Worldwide Church of God, Jerry Ortiguero, my sister’s husband along with Dave Garalde, Ruben Banaag, Danny Delector, and Erning Osillos in a get together in one of the cottages asked me what has the Place of Safety got to do with preaching Jesus Christ? I replied Methuselah was obviously a righteous man because Noah’s lineage never intermarried with different races. But he died in the Flood because he was not inside Noah’s Ark, their Place of Safety at that time!

     This is the proof that Methuselah died in the Flood: He was 187 years old when Lamech, his son, was born (Gen. 5:25). Add this to Lamech’s 182 years (Gen. 5:28) when he begat Noah to arrive at Methuselah’s 369 years when Noah was born. 369 plus 600 years, Noah’s age during the Flood (Gen. 7:11), will bring us to the conclusion that Methuselah was 969 years old during the great Flood. Does the Bible categorically state that Methuselah’s total span of life was 969? Gen. 5:27 says, yes, Methuselah’s total length of years was 969 showing he saw Noah while he was building the ark. Lamech, his son and Noah’s father, died many years before the Flood, however.

     What I am really trying to show is that every time God plans to destroy a wicked world or nations, he always has a Place of Safety for his obedient people. Sincere Ministers today generally advice not to worry about the Place of Safety, insisting spiritual overcoming is the priority. That surely is sound reasoning, but if they realize going to the Place of Safety is like going to the Feast of Tabernacles, they would say otherwise.

     Brethren, God commands His church when they see the abomination of desolation (the destruction of the Wailing Wall revealed by the 4th thunder in Rev. 10) to stand in the Holy Place. Why is the Place of Safety a Holy Place? Because it is the Festival Site of the 1335 Church of God as they keep the Feast of Tabernacles several years before the Great Tribulation. Remember God will put His name in the place where He wants His people to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

     Who can preach and lead a church among those who were not ordained as Ministers of God in the Church? Books of Acts says Deacons can preach without the authority of the Church if they are inspired by the Holy Spirit like Stephen in Acts 6:8. A Deacon can preach and baptize without the authority of the Church when the Holy Spirit grants him the power to perform miracles of healing, which make people believe like Philip in Acts 8:5.

     A third example of those who can preach without the authority of the Church by ordination is a prophet of God. Of the church hierarchy mentioned in Ephes. 4:10 only a prophet is not ordained by the Apostles. Throughout the lifetime of Paul you never see him ordained a true prophet of God. The highest rank he ordained is an Evangelist. But a true prophet of God is ordained and sent by God, Himself like Agabus who forewarned Paul what will befall him in Jerusalem.

     Remember, Brethren, in my Sabbath Letter 7, I mentioned sometimes I choose not to cite specific verse to encourage you to hear my Sabbath Service sermon or personal explanation on the matter. Or else I am certain you know the scripture.

     Some members claimed Herbert W. Armstrong said there are no more prophets today because the Bible is complete. Although I have not checked on that, I think he did say that some time. But he was obviously referring to Old Testament prophets whom God sent to foretell future events like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. Their job was to foretell. But the New Testament prophets do not foretell new things; they UNDERSTAND Bible prophecies which are already foretold in the Bible! They are the category of prophets mentioned in Ephes. 4:10 of whom Herbert W Armstrong was one before he became an Apostle.

     When Herbert W Armstrong understood United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy, he was prophesying as an extra gift of the Holy Spirit mentioned in I Cor. 12:10.When he wrote the booklet and presented it to Andrew Dugger and the Sardis Church he was sent by God as a prophet. He was not yet an Apostle because the Philadelphia Church did not yet exist at that time.

     By this example we see that Herbert W Armstrong as a prophet of God was not ordained by men or Church organization but by God, Himself, through one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit, which is the gift of prophecy.

     As a prophet he was “nobody” in the Church of God then. In fact when the leader of the Sardis Church of God, Andrew Dugger, received the “term paper” about the United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy, he ignored it!

     Brethren, if there are no more prophets of God today in the end time, who then was God referring to when He told Daniel to sleep because he will not understand Daniel 9:25 (and others), a prophecy which will be understood only by those living in the end time?

     Brethren, Daniel 9:25 is the 70 weeks in prophecy about the coming of the REAL Messiah, who was Jesus Christ. Was not Herbert W Armstrong the prophet whom God used to understand Daniel 9:25? Of course no doubt about it. If reprint article about Daniel 9 appeared to be written by another man Herbert W Armstrong authorized him, and he did not write it except he first heard it in a Bible Study from Herbert W Armstrong, himself, or from Evangelist whom Mr. Armstrong, himself, taught.

     In my Sabbath Letter 3 entitled, “Historical Background of 1335 Church of God”, I explained God did not reveal to Herbert W Armstrong the meaning of the 62 weeks in the 70 weeks prophecy about the REAL Messiah who was Jesus Christ. If God reveal to a man the meaning of the 62 weeks prophecy about the IMPERICAL Messiah, which is the Church of God, is he not a PROPHET of God?

     I am glad that Herbert W Armstrong was a “nobody” when God sent him as a prophet to Andrew Dugger and the Sardis Church of God because then you would believe a “nobody” when God send him to the end time Church about the 7 thunders of Revelation 10. The only difference is that God promoted Herbert W Armstrong to become an Apostle while I can remain a prophet only. However, when the prophecy commands the prophet to “arise and measure the temple (church) of God” is it not an authority direct from God, Himself, to lead the 1335 Church of God?

     Who then, Brethren, can preach and lead a church of God without the authority of church ordination? Surely a prophet of God who is a “nobody” in the Church. Until next time.

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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