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SABBATH  LETTER 8:

“PARADISE”

Dear Brethren,

     Happy Feast of Tabernacles 2002 from Baguio City Teachers Camp, the training “look alike” of the real promised Place of Safety in Mt. Nebo, Jordan!

     It is wonderful to be able to resume writing my Sabbath Letters. My last and 7th was written last March 23, 2002 entitled, “Spiritual Bread”. I just returned to our Guesthouse no. 10 cottage from walking the length of stairways and shaded pathways along the cottages and conference halls of the Baguio City Teachers Camp. I wanted to survey the different church groups that separated from the original Worldwide Church of God – 6 of them – as they observe the first evening service in the teachers camp.

     First, I escorted my wife to the Living Church of God at the Quezon Roosevelt Hall. As they sing one of the favorite hymns for the night opening service, I was moved and thanked God as I walk towards the adjacent Benitez Hall. Of course the Philadelphia Church of God who meets there simultaneously sing another favorite hymn praising God. Next, I went down and passed by Precy and Jess Cardona’s fellowship group meeting at Oring-ao Hall. As I observe, the leader of the group was already giving the announcement portion. I went up the stairway ahead and passed the North side Hall (now called Romulo Hall) where the present remnant of the Worldwide Church of God holds their festival meetings. They were not observing the traditional evening service, but I met several familiar faces like one of the sons of Mr. Talsan.

     I walked up along the sidewalk of Leonard Wood Street and reached the gate of Guesthouse no.7 where the group of Dr. Gundran convened. They were listening to the voice recording of Herbert W. Armstrong expounding John 1:14 about Jesus Christ who was God made flesh. I understand the group of Dr. Gundran does not believe anyone of them could give a sermon or sermonnette, consequently they just read from the Bible or listen to Herbert W Armstrong’s old videotapes.

     Brethren, I’ll temporarily hang up this Sabbath Letter to fetch my wife again. By the way, I did not proceed to GSP where the United Church of God meets.

     It is 11:30 a.m. on the 3rd day of the Feast of Tabernacles, and I am sitting on one of the concrete benches beside the Burnham Park lagoon where in front of me I see 7 small boats paddled by local tourists all over the lagoon. I remembered when our daughter and son were still small children, we used to bring them boating on the same lagoon. Those were the days when the Worldwide Church of God was still one and strongly united under the leadership of Herbert W. Armstrong.

     Now, my son is 22 years old and my daughter 28. They are attending the service of the Living Church of God, while I am here writing my 8th Sabbath Letter. If it were normal times, I would also be attending the Living Church of God. But I have understood the 7 thunders of Revelation 10 and I represent the 1335 Church of God, which will prepare the “look alike” of the Baguio Teachers Camp in Mt. Nebo, Jordan. Because I am the only member of this church group for the moment, I could only preach this truth to various members who visit me at Guesthouse no. 10 this FOT 2002. 

     I am not urging anybody to join the 1335 Church of God, but I am patiently waiting for those whom God is calling to this group. He said, “blessed is he who waits and comes to the 1335” in Daniel 12:12. Herbert W. Armstrong understood a little about this because God revealed to him the meaning of the 70 weeks prophecy in Daniel 9. But his understanding was not complete because God did not reveal to him the meaning of the 62 weeks in that 70 weeks prophecy. 

     Brethren, the 62 weeks prophecy is the 3rd of 7 thunders in Revelation 10, which God did not reveal to Herbert W. Armstrong. It was also the reason why in pages 427 to 430 of his Autobiography, he said he does not know why God revealed to him the outstanding facts of similarity between the worldwide works of the Philadelphia era and ephesian era. The amazing and wonderful truth, Brethren, is that the 62 weeks prophecy contained the mystery of another Messiah, the spiritual Messiah, which is no other than the CHURCH OF GOD. Depending on how they react to the impending Great Tribulation, which will cut short the work of  preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God, this end time church of God will be categorized as 1335, 1290, or 1260.  

     Brethren, in my Sabbath Letters I usually do not cite scriptures to encouraged my subscribers and readers to hear my sermons in a Sabbath Service or personal explanations. It is also one of the ways to help me discern who God is calling to the 1335.

There is a scripture that says, except we become as little children (obviously in humility, submission, and obedience to God) we cannot enter the Kingdom of God.

     Just 40 minutes ago I went out from Guesthouse No. 10 on my way here. But when I passed by the North Side Hall where the Worldwide Church of God meets, I met my long time friend, Rolly Manalili. After our greetings, a group of married couples approached to enter the hall and surprised me for they are my 3 smiling nieces – Anna, May, and Loma Ortiguero with their husbands.

     After our greetings they informed me that Mr. Ames is up there in the roadside so I proceeded to meet him. It was short but happy greetings with my former boss in the 

office of then Ambassador College Agency. When Edgar Tabudlong came over with their car, I proceeded to Baguio City Burnham Park. I might mention also that when my wife and I boarded our 6 a.m. Victory aircon bus last Friday we saw and greeted Mr. Bill Sidney who sat towards the end of the bus.

     It is drizzling now so I might go home to Guesthouse No. 10 to continue writing this Sabbath Letter. After all it is already 12:00 p.m. and time for lunch.

     My main topic in this Sabbath Letter, Brethren, is about Paradise because I promised to write about it in my 7th Sabbath Letter. Besides the Feast of Tabernacles pictures the Millennium and many members mistake the world or earth during that time to be the Paradise where the thief on the cross will reside with Jesus Christ as promised.

     Brethren, I think there are enough scriptures that point where this Paradise is, but I don’t think it is the millennial earth. The millennial earth could be the Utopia but not the Paradise. While a dictionary could help, I prefer to rely mainly in the Holy Spirit of God, which is now a part of my body – specifically in my brain – to help me in all my quest for understanding.

     Utopia is a happy, peaceful, and wonderful world where the laws of God are the way of life imposed by the government of God. The 2 basic forces of evil – Satan and the evil world – have been removed from this millennial earth that is why it is a super happy world. That in my understanding, with the help of the Holy Spirit of God, is Utopia.

     But it is not yet a Paradise. Why? Because the inhabitants of the millennial earth are still human beings and they still have the human nature, which is the 3rd forceful downward pull in man that create sadness, sorrow, and pain not to mention the fact that man can still die at this time.

     Paradise, on the other hand, connotes a peaceful world or place to live in. While the Garden of Eden is called a paradise, I don’t think it is the kind of paradise described in Revelation 21 and 22 because Adam and Eve are still human beings. The true perfect paradise then must be a world or place populated by God beings! 

     Which place could these be? First, I think, is the new heaven and earth described in Revelation 21 and 22. Another is inside the walls of Jerusalem during the Millennium where Jesus Christ’s throne and that of the resurrected saints will be established.

     The 3rd likeness of true paradise is the same location inside the walls of Jerusalem during the 100-year period after the Millennium called the Last Great Day. The difference is the population of God beings in this Paradise must have multiplied from those who are saved during the Millennium. The earth also outside this Paradise may be less than that of a Utopia because the population is composed of people who have lived human lives for the second time.

     Brethren, I am finishing this 8th Sabbath Letter during the Last Great Day of the Feast of Tabernacles 2002. We have just observed God’s last 2 Festivals picturing salvation called Millennium and Last Great Day. 

     In these 2 worlds (Millennium and Last Great Day} God showed us the conversion of human beings into God beings.

     In both worlds, God showed us human beings ruled by God create UTOPIA. On the other hand God beings ruled by God creates PARADISE. 

     All of these are made possible by God giving man the Holy Spirit. Talking about the Holy Spirit during the Last Great Day in John 7:38, Jesus said, “out of your belly shall flow rivers of living waters”. 

     Always remember, Brethren, that I have written in my past 7 Sabbath Letters, that the 

‘belly” corresponds to the Holy Spirit God the Father begat us with at baptism. But the rivers of living waters” flowing out of the belly is the Spirit of Jesus Christ that has become a part of the belly.

     Brethren, if you have read my Information Letters, “HOLY SPIRIT COMPOSES BOTH BODY AND MIND OF GOD” and “TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST ALSO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY “, this “belly” is the converted brain of true Christians.

     In our Christian life, God first converts the brain from human flesh to God spirit that produces Christian Godly character.

     During the resurrection, God converts the whole body from human flesh to God spirit body.

     One question that may arise with regards to my foregoing statements is, “if a Christian’s brain is already converted to ‘spirit’ why can surgeons see his brain during surgery as sometimes happened when member subjected themselves to brain tumor surgery?” My answer, Brethren, is also a question: “if Jesus Christ was already Spirit after His resurrection from the dead, why was He seen and handled by His disciples?” What I am trying to point out is the fact that portion of a Christian’s brain specially the one that outputs character or the ability to remember the laws of God and makes decision to obey them, has already been in fact converted to spirit. However, God manifested them to be seen and touched like human flesh.

     Until next Sabbath.

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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