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SABBATH LETTER 7:

THE SPIRITUAL BREAD 

Dear Brethren,

     I was not able to write my March 16, 2002 SABBATH LETTER entitled, The Spiritual Bread, so I will do that today. 

     I would like to picture the TRUE Church of God as a lump of bread that floats like a balloon through the ages so that you might be able to recognize it as distinct and exclusive from Mainstream Christianity. If you are more imaginative and prefer to picture the Church of God as Noah’s Ark, well and good, because Noah’s Ark represents a kind of Place of Safety or an exclusive place that only has God’s protection. But for illustrative purposes I’ll use the lump of bread because Jesus Christ referred to Himself as the BREAD OF LIFE in John 6:48. 

     Yes Jesus Christ is the Bread of Life, but where is the connection that tells us the Church of God is a lump of BREAD?  1Cor. 12:27 says the members are the collective body of Christ and this body is called in Ephes. 1:23, the CHURCH. Being Christ’s body, the church then is part of the Bread of Life. In fact 1Cor. 10:17 says “For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread”. There it is in plain language. The CHURCH is pictured as one BREAD! 

     This spiritual BREAD that floats like a balloon through the ages, in the light of Herbert W. Armstrong’s dissertation in pages 427 to 430 of his Autobiography, has SIZE PATTERN and described as LITTLE FLOCK even in its biggest shape! I say this, Brethren, because the size of the Church of God is dependent upon the magnitude of the Work of preaching the Kingdom of God, and Herbert W Armstrong stated there were only 2 times when the Kingdom of God was preached on worldwide scope: one was in the Ephesian Era by Paul and another in the Philadelphian Era by Herbert W Armstrong, himself! For 19 centuries in between these eras the Kingdom of God was not preached worldwide and consequently the spiritual Bread was very small.  

     Mainstream Christianity, particularly the Roman Catholic Church, persecuted this Small Bread in history and at one time described in Rev. 2:18-22 became their teachers. Jezebel in 1Kings 18:4 – 19 was the Patron of false religion and in Rev. 2:18-22 she was pictured as the false church that became the teachers of a portion of Thyatira Church.

     If Jezebel, which was mainstream Christianity, is a true Church of God she would not have been referred to in derogatory manner as the cause of Thyatira Church’s martyrdom in a great Tribulation.

     For some reasons, my 7th Sabbath Letter, March 16, 2002 took much time to finish. It is already 3:50 p.m. in the afternoon as I observe the first day of the Days of Unleavened Bread by myself in this University Hotel Restaurant/Café. The Living Church of God is conducting their afternoon service in the Social Hall of the University Hotel. I stay away from any Church Services nowadays because I am CALLING would be members of the 1335 Church of God and WITNESSING to 1290 Church of God and 1260 Church of God.

     However, I lunched with my family in the noon break of the Living Church of God together with their congregation in the University Hotel Restaurant/Café. Last night also I partook of the Night To Be Much Remembered, which my daughter and wife hosted. Present with my family were Messrs Ubaldo, Ric Sotto, Chris Pinili, Joel Del Rosario, and Miss Amy Conner.

     I assume you have read my SUBJECT LISTING and you may recall the 2nd Thunder, which is “Holy Spirit Composes God as Flesh Composes Man” includes the truth of the Jews Passover on the 15th of Nissan and Passover of Christians on the 14th of Nissan. Some of you therefore may not understand why I kept the Passover by myself without the usual ceremonies of foot washing and partaking of the bread and wine emblems. Instead I spent 30 minutes praying to God and reading the gospel accounts of the Passover on my knees. The reason why I did this, Brethren, is I am the only member of the 1335 Church of God, as of this time, and God commanded me to let WOULD BE members of the 1335 Church of God come to me and not I to them.

     Last Sunday March 24, 2002 I rode in my bike and circled the main campus of UP, Diliman looking for my wife and son who were with the Living Church of God choir practicing somewhere in the Sunken Garden or tree-shaded area behind the Administration building. They were diligently rehearsing their numbers for the Barrio Fiesta they are preparing for the visit of Living Church of God Pastor General, Dr. Roderick C. Meredith on the evening after the Sabbath following the last Holy Day of FUB. I found them on a stairway under the canopy of balete trees, which are actually likable trees to behold if you remove the myth of spirit dwellers supposed to reside in balete trees. I jokingly asked why they are under those balete trees? Cesar Martinez, a prospective member, jokingly replied,  “oh, I have already asked the permission of the residents here”

     Also present in the rehearsals were Loma Osillos, her elder sister with her husband, Danny and Jun Osillos, Merle Chua, Mr. & Mrs. Greg Isla, Rosnel Dela Cruz, and Choir Director Joe Cano. When we walked home about 5:30 p.m., the subject whether or not the thief on the cross will rise up in the first resurrection came up in our conversation Naturally it was also discussed during the Night To Be Much Remembered. Brethren, commandment keeping Churches of God today generally do not believe the Thief 

will rise up in the first resurrection because the Churches of God who claimed we do not have to keep the Law use the example to prove that even the thief was not required to keep the Law, and yet he will be in Paradise with Christ. 

     This is a good topic to discuss so that we will understand why the Spiritual Bread, which we have seen to be the Church of God, is exclusive and cannot be entered by just any body even if they are keeping all the commandments of God like the Israelites in the ideal 40-year reign of King Solomon. Neither those, who think they are saved by the death of Jesus Christ and are not required to keep the 10 commandments, can enter this exclusive BREAD or CHURCH.

     This is the truth, Brethren. The thief on the cross received the Holy Spirit from the Father pictured by the Pentecost, the one we received upon 1) real repentance, 2) believing Jesus Christ, 3) being baptized, and 4) laid hands on. The Holy Spirit pictured by the Days of Unleavened Bread comes from Jesus Christ

and it is the one that pertains to the keeping of the 10 commandments. Brethren, the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost is a GIFT of salvation not a reward, but the Holy Spirit pictured by the Days of Unleavened Bread is also a gift of salvation but it can also be a REWARD depending on how diligent a Christian obeys the 10 commandments and laws of God. 

     The process of salvation is simply like the parables of the talents and pounds. Each Christian receives a pound or a talent from the Father (the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost), but the 30 fold, 60 fold, and hundred fold they each gained is from Jesus Christ (the Holy Spirit pictured in the Days of Unleavened Bread). 2 Cor. 1:22 stated God the Father is the one who sealed us with the EARNEST of the Holy Spirit, and the cardinal thing is that the giving of the Holy Spirit, either the one pictured by the Pentecost or the one pictured by the Days of Unleavened Bread, is predicated upon real REPENTANCE which is actually a DECISION to obey God and His commandments.

     Any Christian therefore who received the Holy Spirit at baptism and die the same hour after his baptism has attained eternal salvation and will be in the first resurrection. His reward will be up to God depending upon what he has done before his baptism. The same thing is what happened to the Thief on the cross. Before the ordinance of baptism and laying of hands to receive the Holy Spirit was formally ordained when Peter and the Apostles laid their hands upon the Samaritans converts in Acts 8:17, there were at least 5 instances where groups of people and individuals receive the Holy Spirit without the ceremonies of baptism and laying of hands. The first was the first Pentecost, itself, in which the 12 disciples and others received the Holy Spirit as evidenced by the cloven tongues of fire. The second instance was when the first gentile converts received the Holy Spirit as evidenced by speaking of tongues before they were baptized. The third instance was Paul who received the Holy Spirit by laying on of hands to also heal him of blindness before he was baptized. The fourth instance was the Eunuch who received the Holy Spirit as Philip was being translated before him to another place before the laying of hands. The fifth instance, which actually preceded the first 4 instances mentioned, was the Thief on the Cross. These are following reasons why the Thief received the Holy Spirit from the Father: 

     Let me digress at this point, Brethren, because I just remembered that the instance of the Thief on the cross happen BEFORE Jesus Christ was received of the Father after His resurrection. Remember John 16:7 – “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” This scripture, Brethren, just made the subject about the Thief on the Cross-a gray matter to me. Otherwise, I am certain that the Thief on the cross will indeed be in the first resurrection

     What is the conclusion about the Thief on the Cross-, Brethren, with regards to the Spiritual Bread, which is the Church of God? Unless a man or group of men receives the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost, he cannot be a part of the Spiritual Bread or partakers of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, which are the WORDS of Jesus Christ in action. Furthermore, this Spiritual Bread exists today and we know we are in it. Don’t be deceived by Mainstream Christianity that they have the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost. Until next time, happy Feast!

     I was about to conclude this Sabbath Letter, Brethren, but as of this moment, 7:40 p.m. at the beginning of the last Holy Day of the DUB, I am minded to continue to write about what the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ reveals to me through the Comforter or Paraclet (pardon the Old King James Version language which are perhaps archaic but nevertheless accurate in pointing the Holy Spirit with which the Father sealed us at the time of baptism) with regards to the destiny of the Thief on the cross. The Thief will be in the first resurrection, but not because he received the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost! He will be in the first resurrection because He was the LAST PERSON before the first Pentecost unto whom Jesus Christ gave His Holy Spirit much like when He was God of the Old Testament and gave His Holy Spirit to David and the Prophets! You should read my INFORMATION LETTER in the Subject Listing entitled, “Holy Spirit Composes Both Body and Mind of God” where I stated that the analogy of the Father’s Holy Spirit is the sperm cell that fertilized the egg cell whereas the Son’s Holy Spirit is the nutrients that nourishes the fetus!

     May be next time I should write about Paradise. But in a nutshell, I have the perception that Paradise will be the land area enclosed by Jerusalem walls where Jesus Christ throne will be established during the Millennium and 100 years pictured by the Last Great Day. Into this land area will descend the New Jerusalem from heaven as described in Revelation 21where a true paradise is being shown magnificently. 

     If the Thief will be resurrected in the Last Great Day as a human being, I don’t think he can enter the Paradise where Jesus Christ will reside. Besides, if he will be resurrected in the second resurrection he will have to live overcoming his human nature for 100 years! Brethren, that’s one CENTURY living with billions of resurrected wicked men who are only beginning to learn the ways of God! In fact many of them will not repent of establishing their human form of governments as logically foretold by the need of the third resurrection. Even the LONG WORK of Herbert W Armstrong never fills a century! To be in Paradise with Jesus Christ He will have to be resurrected along with King David and the Prophets. 

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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