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SABBATH LETTER 4:

SPIRIT OF BEASTS

Dear Brethren,

     As I sit in my favorite table at University Hotel Restaurant/Café, I see a colored black and white cat doing some playful gymnastics in the garden directly in front of me at a distance. The view helps me choose my title for this 4th Sabbath Letter: Spirit of Beasts.

     For one thing the cat reminds me of last night TV news cast about a kitten, shown in playful antics, supposedly cloned from a turtle cell? Another thing, this cat I just saw a moment ago in the garden, recalls to me the fate of our 8 cats as a result of our sudden transfer of residence. It saddened my family and myself to have to leave them except the youngest, somewhat reminiscent of the troublous times ahead when some of us will be painfully severed from our friends and relatives. I ponder about those who died peacefully before the Great Tribulation like our brother and friend, Alex Salgado, who might be better off than those who will make it to the Place of Safety. 

     I will explain Eccl. 3:21 and Eccl. 12:7 do not prove the immortality of the soul nor transmigration a little later. However, I would like to write first about humility and subjection to the will of God because someone who is a Sabbath keeper text me last night that prod me to write about these two subjects. Obviously the one who sent the text had read my Sabbath Letters. My celfone is not loaded so I could not respond back. But if the texter read this 4th Sabbath Letter I say, “thanks for responding”.

     I have lots of recollection about Herbert W. Armstrong’s AUTOBIOGRAPHY. One was his story about the hole in his coat, which he hides whenever he does business dealings. If I am not mistaken he was already converted prior to the start of the 52 years of doing God’s Work which we may call the LONG WORK! The point, brethren, is he expressed his humility to his physical younger brother by accepting the new coat he offered.

     By necessity also, I STRIVE to be sincere and open about the fact that my celfone is not loaded and my website is still closed. I also cut corners with my transportation expenditures by biking around to my clients. Who knows, had Mr. Armstrong been given the same circumstances, he might have also bike during the early days of his Long Work for God!

     Among the most humbling experiences in my life was not being able to send my children properly to standard colleges or universities for formal schooling. My daughter lacked 1 semester to finish a Business Management college degree, but she managed to secure a lucrative employment in CASTROL.

     My son finished 4th year High School by passing a special test for that purpose. In other words his formal education was only up to 3rd year High School, but we enrolled him in ICS (International Correspondence School) for a course in Computer Engineering. I gave him about 2 years training in actual field work in FRANKLIN ENTERPRISES home repair service for Office Equipment, and about 1 year of computer contractual repair jobs on his own under FRANKLIN ENTERPRISES.

     Last week I contracted 4 units of electronic repairs, which I almost forfeited because of time constraint and being watched on the spot at the College of Home Economics in the University of the Philippines. My son saved my day by taking off from his computer contracts and repaired the 4 sound system electronic equipment on the spot. The woman in-charge asked me what course my son finished. I replied he took up Computer Engineering Course at ICS. I was about to crack a joke by saying he graduated from Bill Gates University, College of Hard Knocks – but I refrained myself.

     I think one of the most important gifts we gave to our children was our regular Family Worship in their childhood and early adult years. Those precious times helped me provide the spiritual dimension of our trials to our children. It is humbling not being able to send my son to a standard college education. What I have given him instead is a business of his own about Computer Contractual Repair Service. I have introduced him lately to Philippine Coconut Authority and 2 Colleges in the University of the Philippines, and it looks like his time will be full.

     Now I think the greatest form of humility is subjecting OUR WILL to GOD’S WILL at all times. We should not be like Lucifer, who hanged on to God’s promise to him as Ruler of the Earth. When he was tested he refused to give back the “toy” and disobeyed God. Brethren, One of the greatest form of humility is never worship our own will but God’s will. I can assure you, Brethren, if God shows me that I give up THIS SHORT WORK, I will give it up to whom so ever He chooses before me. However, God is a faithful God. What ever he started with you, he will finish it no matter the odds. Let me quote to you 1Cor. 4:9: “For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a SPECTACLE unto the world, and to angels, and to man”. If you will read the whole chapter, Paul is saying the sufferings of the servants of God (not only apostles but also prophets ) has something to do with the salvation of man and ANGELS! So take courage, Brethren, when you experience trials like poverty as long as you are RICH in submitting your will to God’s will. 

     Let us go back to the title of this Sabbath Letter: Spirit of Beasts. I would like to explain 

That Eccl. 12:7 does not prove remotely the doctrine of the immortality of the soul. The spirit that returns to God when man dies is not conscious and knows nothing. How do I know? In Eccl. 9:5, “the dead knows nothing”. In Psalm 146:4, when a man dies, in that very day his thoughts perished. James 2:26 declares the absence of spirit in man makes him dead: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead!” Whatever is this spirit that returns to God when man dies, it is not the spirit in man that receives understanding in Job 32:8 and understands the things of man in 1 Cor. 2:11. 

     What then is this spirit that returns to God? First, if you understand the 2nd thunder of Revelation 10, the Spirit Body of a God has many members each having its own spirit functions or output. From His Spirit Brain radiates his Spirit Mind; from His Spirit Eyes comes vision; from His Spirit Mouth His Spirit Voice thunders like the sound of many waters. What do you think radiates from his Spirit arms and fingers? Of course His Spirit strength and power!       

     Brethren, the spirit that returns to God when a man dies is part of the Spirit that God sends to create all things (Psalms 104:30). In other words inanimate objects like the moon, sun, and stars are made of things that do not appear (or God’s Spirit Power) as mentioned in Heb. 11:3. This is the reason why God in Heb. 1:3 says of Christ as the expressed image of the Father upholding the world by the WORD OF HIS POWER! In other words, Brethren, the fleshly brain of man is created, upheld, and sustained by the same Spirit of God that He used to create the moon and stars, and all inanimate objects! That is the SPIRIT THAT RETURNS TO GOD when man dies! It is the same Spirit of God that upholds the brain of BEASTS with all its instincts and that combines with the BRAIN of man to produce the conscious, reasoning, thinking, and understanding SPIRIT IN MAN mentioned in Job 32:8 and 1 Cor. 2:11.

     As a conclusion, Brethren, the Spirit in Eccl. 12:7 and Eccl. 3:21 are not the same as the Spirit in Job 32:8 and 1 Cor. 2:11. God saw to it that the second thunder of Rev. 10 is timely during the Laodicean Era when many of God’s people are deceived by the so called Holy Trinity doctrine.

Until next time.

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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