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SABBATH LETTER 25:

Wisconsin Shooting Rampage

Dear Brethren,

     It is truly tragic to hear of the shooting rampage that occurred in the Living Church of God Sabbath Service last March 12, 2005 in Wisconsin. While the ultimate purpose of God in this sad event, I believe, is to increase the world’s awareness about the impending Great Tribulation as well as drum up to the true churches of God the reality of the 1335 Church of God – it is comforting to remember 2 things:

     1) John the Baptist was about to lose his head and he asked Jesus Christ, “are you the Messiah?” John allowed doubts to cross his mind just like many of us experienced one time or another in Christian overcoming. But Jesus answered in Mat. 11:6 (and this is important to all of us and those who have lost love ones in the Wisconsin incident): “blessed is he who shall not be OFFENDED in me”. In other words, Jesus Christ forsook John the Baptist as though he were unrighteous, and yet John was highly approved of God.

     2). the second thing to remember, brethren, is Ephes.6:12, “we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers in high places”. I don’t believe, brethren, Terry Ratzmann of his own will, perpetrated the senseless killing at the Brookfield Sheraton hotel. It was a demon or wicked spirit who overpowered him and his mind. God did not prevent the wicked spirit from controlling him. Did not also wicked men control John’s mind by beheading him?

     In Sabbath Letter 24, I wrote about “The Mind of the Dead”. And of course I explained there that the dead are UNCONSCIOUS and KNOW NOTHING like a man in deep SLEEP. I would like to go back to that letter to expand my illustrations about the state of the mind of the dead. It is like being possessed by a wicked spirit.

     I know this from the account of a man whose tragic life shook my thoughts and deep emotions when I was in my first year Medicine Proper in the University of the Philippines back in 1963. He was actually my second cousin, a very respectable and decent man, who used to entertain us with his pleasant singing voice. 

     He used to work in Japan, married a Japanese woman, and had a 1-year old very cute and chubby little girl when they visited us in Manila on their way back home to Cebu City. The tragedy, brethren, was when she was 3 years old living with her grandparents in Cebu City along with her own parents, my cousin lost his mind killing all 3 of them, his daughter, father, and mother. His wife was out at the moment.

     Report I heard was that he has had financial depression. But in the jail later, confronted, he cried like a child and wailed he KNEW NOTHING.

     Brethren, the life of a human being is the CONSCIOUSNESS that returns to his or her mind after a deep SLEEP or after a demon possession. God has the power to prevent demon possession of a Christian even as Jesus Christ could have prevented the beheading of John the Baptist.

     I would like to encourage everybody by saying that President George Bush might be the last President of the United States and that the biblical Philadelphia Church of God will be protected in a Teachers Camp in Mt. Nebo, Jordan for 2 years (not 3 ½ years) and then we will see again our lost loved ones, who died in Christ, at his second coming! God is warning His Church that if they will not be in the Place of Safety during the Great Tribulation, they will not have God’s protection just like Methuselah who died in the Great Flood because he was not in Noah’s Ark, the Place of Safety of God’s people during that time. My perception, brethren, of those who died in the Living Church of God Sabbath Service in Wisconsin is God as a vessel of honor and warning is using them. 

    . 
                                                                               Sincerely In Christ Name,
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