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    SABBATH LETTER 24:
The Mind of the Dead
Dear Brethren,
     Greetings from 11 Cattleya  St., Bahay Toro, Quezon City.
     These past weeks, my eyes were opened for the first time, I might say, to REALIZE  there are 2 important websites in the worldwide web (www), who are “allies”, “comrades”, or “birds of the same feather” with my own website. I don’t really know whether the people behind those websites agree with what I preach because my Information Letters and Sabbath Letters are entirely new, independent, and original truths DIRECT from God, through the Holy Spirit.
     Of course these new truths NEVER contradict the teachings of Herbert W Armstrong but rather ADD to them. His teachings are in the category of BUILD the Church of God. What I preach is in the category of MEASURE the Church of God! His LONG WORK was about the 7 chapters of the Mystery of the Ages; The SHORT WORK I am DEMONSTRATING for the “Stone With Seven Eyes” is about the “7 Thunders” of Revelation 10:4 and Revelation 11:1.
     My website is still in the free website category and I aim to have it listed under Herbert W Armstrong in the general Worldwide Web. By then, if I’ll have my choice I’ll be satisfied at the 4th slot because the number 4 is significant to my SHORT WORK for God! As a matter of review, I will mention here again the incidents relative to number 4.
1) The first baptisms for the Church of God who are truly residents of Metro manila, the Capital of the Philippines, involved 4 repentant individuals in May 6, 1964. They were my mother, eldest brother, my wife when she was still single, and me.

2) I was the 4th employee of Ambassador College Agency, the Information Service of the Work of God in the Philippines. 

3) I was the Supervisor of the Information Service of the Work of God in the Philippines when the Philippine Work was number 4 behind the USA, Canada, and Australia but ahead of the British work.
     For a while, I wonder about how I could access Herbert W Armstrong’s media and publication materials for my FRANKLIN SUBSCRIBERS when suddenly I discovered they are right at Number 1 and Number 6 slots among thousands maybe tens of thousand listings of Herbert W Armstrong! The people behind Number 1 slot prefer to be anonymous. Therefore as far as being an important tool to my SHORT WORK, their website (HWA library) is virtually a GIFT of God!
     The Number 6 slot surprised me a great deal because the owner is obviously “2004 Candido Delos Reyes”. I know he now lives with his wife, Nida, in the United States, but my family and I used to sit down with them in 1995 Sabbath Services of Global Church of God in Baguio City! In fact I slept as a visitor in their home in Imus, Cavite during those early days of Global Church of God.
     Brethren, it is quite some time now that I had wanted to write about “death” in my Sabbath Letter because of the untimely farewell of our Movie Action King, Fernando Poe Jr. and the massive deaths due to tsunamis in the Indian Ocean. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”
     My topic, Brethren, is not about salvation, but about the STATE of the dead! So much needless pain is inflicted upon the LIVING relatives because of ignorance, and WORSE because of the pagan doctrine of the immortality of the souls! Imagine the compounded pain of those living relatives of tsunami victims who think their dead are CONSCIOUSLY agonizing because their dead bodies were not buried?

     There are a few strategic verses in the Bible about death we should memorize. One is 2 Cor. 4:4 about the devil, the god of this world, having deceived and blinded the whole world. Satan has deceived the whole world to believe the immortality of the soul. Another verse is Eccl. 9:5, which says, “For the living know they will die, but the dead know NOTHING”. The 3rd verse is King David’s description of the mind of the dead in Ps. 146:4: trust not in princes for when they die… “his breath goes off, he returns to the earth, in that very day his THOUGHTS PERISHED!”
     In other words, Brethren, DEATH is being UNCONSCIOUS. On the other hand LIFE is being CONSCIOUS. This simply means if a sleeping man does not regain consciousness by waking up, he is dead. Even if he wakes up, sits, and walks, if he does not regain his CONSCIOUSNESS, he is dead! He knows NOTHING. Reminds me of my brother, Manny, who had a stroke and became unconscious. The physician declared if the life support were removed, he will die. It was decided to remove the life support, but surprising everybody, he did not die! However, his CONSCIOUSNESS (that is his awareness who he is and cognitive process) did not return.
     Brethren, until my brother regained his CONSCIOUSNESS, he is dead. He knows NOTHING. 

     What is the advantage of my brother in his state today? My brother’s advantage, Brethren, is when I see him in the near future he recognizes me and talks to me (God willing); everybody will say he is HEALED! In other words, God still grants miraculous healing today but resurrection from the dead is something that God does not grant at this time. I think the last example throughout history was the boy who fell from the window while Paul was preaching. Had my brother’s body died as well when the life support was removed, his only chance to life again would have been the Last Great Day. 

     In other words, Brethren, a dead man in a living body could still be restored back to life even if the process is as IMPOSSIBLE as resurrection from the dead! What is the difference? What is the reason why God would grant resurrection from a living body (but dead brain) and deny resurrection from a dead body altogether?
     The reason, Brethren, is the same as the answer to the question of some Church of God leaders who observed there are not much miracles today as it was during the apostolic times. That same answer, Brethren, is the fact that God is developing in us Christians, the character attributes of the Holy Spirit of PATIENCE and “LONG-SUFFERING”, rather than FAITH in God’s physical power!

     In Apostolic times, miraculous power was needed to establish the Church. But today God prefers Christians to develop the character building attributes of the Holy Spirit like patience, “long-suffering”, and humility. Miraculous power gifted to servants of God today would have the tendency to develop pride and self-righteousness rather than “to this man will I look, of a poor and contrite spirit”. This is the reason, Brethren, why most of the “healings” in God’s Church today are of the “logical type” meaning it involves doing what we can do of ourselves. Maybe during the Great Tribulation and Lord’s Day, God may again grant miraculous power to his saints. To recapitulate: MIRACLES serve the UNCONVERTED and “weak” in the Church. But love, patience, temperance, humility, the fruits of the HOLY SPIRIT serve the CONVERTED and “strong” Christians. 
     As a summary, we all should thank God that the dead are just sleeping today, and will one day during the LAST GREAT DAY wake up again to their former state as human beings to be given their first chance to real salvation by developing the character and actual MIND of God through the Holy Spirit.
     To the world in general, anyone who is despondent, discouraged, or without much hope in this life, I encourage you to surf through the internet and search for Herbert W Armstrong. Click on number 1 and 6 listings and find the answers to questions you have been searching for in this life. Please be warned, however, that some websites hate Herbert W Armstrong and speak evil and lies against the Apostle of God for the Philadelphia era of His church. With deep concern for them, I would like to remind everyone that God has not only demonstrated in the past His power to resurrect the dead but also the power to kill or blind. I would rather, brethren that their mistakes are merely the same errors the Apostle Paul committed against Christ during his unconverted days.
     Until next time.    
                                                                               Sincerely In Christ Name,
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