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SABBATH LETTER 23:

Feast of Tabernacles, 2004

Dear Brethren,

     Time to write my Sabbath Letter 23. Nine days have passed since the Last Great Day and the Feast of Tabernacles 2004. Memories are very fresh, yet like the events that happened during the 40 years I have been keeping the Feast of Tabernacles since 1964 in San Nicolas, Pangasinan, those memories are now mute pages in the history of God’s church in the Philippines. Soon we will awake in the dawn of tomorrow, not very far away, when we will be keeping the Feast of Tabernacles in a Teachers Camp in Mt. Nebo, Jordan.

     During the FOT 2004, unlike the previous FOTs, I stayed with my family throughout the duration of the Feast in attending Sabbath Services and all the scheduled activities of the Living Church of God. Of course, as usual, the Remnant Worldwide Church of God, held their services at the ground hall of the Quezon Roosevelt Hall below the Living Church of God. Of course, across in front of the Quezon Roosevelt Hall, the Philadelphia Church of God keeps the Feast at the Benitez Hall. During this Feast, I did not have the chance to visit other groups of the Church of God.

     The Living Church of God was blessed with the presence of Mr. Rod King’s family – his wife and 2 sons Danny and Allan. Danny’s wife, Charm, had the opportunity to a family reunion with my 2 children, who are her 3rd cousins. Charm’s mother, Joy, is my 2nd cousin, who together with her mother and sisters, came to the Church during the middle of 1964. Her husband, Ed Carlos, was my basketball team mate when he was yet single in the early days of the Church of God in the Philippines.

     One of the beautiful topics of Mr. Rod King in his sermons to the Living Church was the Jewish ancestry of the Filipinos. He read the same document I talked about in my Sabbath Letter 10, which Danny Delector furnished me about the fact that one of the captains of Legaspi wrote back to the King of Spain casually stating that the dominant populace of pre-Spanish Philippines were Muslims and Jews!

     Atty. Max Noble furnished Mr. Rod King the document article, but a new information to me was Mr. King’s facts about the lion image in attack stance on its hind feet in the Coat of Arms of “Sarah” Jews that migrated from Scotland (arround 1200) to northern Spain near the border of Portugal. There are 2 common descriptions of this lion image in the internet research, but I forgot the one I just described. The other one is the LION PASSANT where the lion image was passive.  (Please note that when I checked passant in the dictionary, it referred to the lion passant as the active or aggressive stance). This colony of “Sarah” Jews multiplied until in 16 hundreds many of them fled to the Philippines, driven by Spanish religious persecution to become one of the racial ancestors of Filipinos.

     I would like to expound further about the Jewish ancestry of Filipinos to augment what I have written in my Sabbath Letter 10. During the recent Feast, my brother from Canada sent me an e-mail containing the website of Michael Lozada, who is actually my 3rd cousin and Great Great Grandson of Pedro Lozada, whom I featured in my Sabbath Letter 10. Michael Lozada does not know us, but the family tree in his website reveals to me he is our 3rd cousin.

     It was surprising and timely to the sermon of Mr. Rod King because Mike Lozada’s website reveal the Family Tree of the Lozada and their Coat of Arms depicting the standing lion with the same characterestic stance plus a sword grasped in the right fore hand. I researched about the characterestic lion in the internet and discovered it is found in the Coat of Arms of early kings of England and their descendants in English corporate world. You will find the same story in Ireland, Scotland, Finland, and Sweden, whom we in the Church of God know to be among the 12 tribes of Israel as revealed in Herbert W. Armstrong’s book United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy. France is Reuben of the Bible, no wonder the same heraldic lion is boldly displayed in the corporate seal of Peugeot, a French car manufacturer. You will also find the same characterestic lion in modern flag of Spain! In fact the seal of San Miguel on the beer can also contain the lion passant.

     What these all dawn to me, brethren, is that the Jewish ruling line of Sarah had one time or another occupied the thrones of Israelite nations like Ireland, Scotland, Sweden, and Finland in fulfillment of Gen. 49:8, “… thy father’s children shall bow down before thee …”. Remember the tribe of Judah was also described as a lion’s whelp (young) in Gen. 49:9 in fulfilling the preceding prophecy. No wonder they bore the lion image in their Coat of Arms. Of course, what we popularly knew is that the English throne had been occupied by the Jewish descendants of King David.

     I took time to point out the foregoing facts, brethren, because the Jewish ancestry of Filipinos may well have been the ancient kings of the Sarah line of Judah where descendants eventually forgot their royal origen. In the 16 hundreds some of the Lozadas in Spain still occupied the titles of Conde De Basques and Conde De Alamo. If you want to visit the website of Mike Lozada, type Lozada Family Tree in the search tab. Another website, containing exhaustive and updated web pages of the Lozada Family Tree, belongs to Congressman Jose Apolinario Lozada III. Just type junlozada on the search box to access it.

     Please remember that my Sabbath Letters are also sermon letters. I will therefore point some spiritual flaws in the Church of God, which should be corrected. First, some members should carefully examine scriptures which are being used to prove a wrong doctrine. I had a lively discussion with some members during the Feast. I told them show me a scripture that proves there will be no male and female in the Kingdom of God. Immediately, majority concurred we will be like the angels who are neither males nor females!

     It is unfortunate, brethren, that pride for preconceived ideas are the root causes why many brethren fall into even greater and serious errors. With the question of whether there will be males and females in the Kingdom of God, our salvation is not threatened. But of course Mat. 22:30 does not hold water when used to prove there are no males and females in the Kingdom of God, for like the angels, they are not given in marriage. Of course there will be no marriage as we know it today in the Kingdom of God, but the verse does not speak about the gender of angels. It is talking about marriage not gender.

     Gal. 3:28 also does not say there are no males and females in the Kingdom of God. It is talking about equal opportunities for salvation and the time and place is in the Church of God, not in the Kingdom of God.

     Now this next episode involving pride of peconceived ideas is far more serious and does threaten spiritual salvation. I encountered members who claim they follow Herbert W. Armstrong but says they do not believe the Mystery of the Ages. They are substituting Judaism as the true worship of God and do not realize they are going out of the true Church of God. Brethren, I tried to explain to this group that circumscision and the sacrificial laws of Moses are done away replaced by the eternal sacrifice of Jesus Christ. I read and explain to them that this was the conclusion and judgement reached at the “ministerial conference” recounted in Acts 15 of the New Testament. This pride of preconceived ideas got the better of them and they refuse to understand Gal. 3:19 that shows the sacrificial laws were added because of transgressions. Eternal laws of God summarized in the 10 commandments are being transgressed that is why temporal sacrificial laws were created. 

     This is all for now. Until next time.
                                                                                               Sincerely In Christ Name,
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