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SABBATH LETTER 2:

“RETURN TO THE LORD, YOUR GOD” – JOEL 2:13

Dear Brethren,

     This is my second Sabbath Letter. I’m putting a title to make it look like a sermon letter. Much later I will answer the question, “who is authorized to give sermons to the Church of God and Who ordains a Minister of God?”  But the Specific Purpose Statement of this sermon is to show what makes a man converted and to differentiate the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost and the Holy Spirit pictured by the Days of Unleavened Bread.

     I was observing my 10:00 a.m. Sabbath Personal Bible Study last January 12 at the University Hotel Restaurant/Café when I notice a group of Japanese students on my right side and on my left side. I sat in one table at the edge of the restaurant that is also the back edge of the University Hotel. The restaurant, a back extension of the middle third of the hotel, was open on two sides and backside where I sat. It was only about 2 meters from the ground safely provided with black steel railings all around about 6 inches taller than the tables where we lounged. The steel bars were only about 4 inches apart offering no obstruction to our view of the backyard which was obviously architecturally landscaped with few trees, plants, flowers, and big sculptured stones. The whole backyard of the hotel is fenced with silver steel matting about 12 feet high which offers no obstruction to our view of the small road that runs parallel to the hotel. The  road separate the hotel from the block of teacher’s houses covered with canopy of tress. I usually chain my bike at the fence outside in the walkway beside the road rather than in the car park in front the hotel where I cannot see it.

     On my right side is a group of about 15 young college students sitting on long adjoined tables with their young female instructor at the head table. They were obviously conducting exercises in their English Class. On my left side seated in one table are 4 boys and girls with their English tutor. They all appeared and sounded to me as Japanese and they were chanting, “return to the Lord your God, Joel 2:13” over and over again trying to memorize it. The same thing is being done among the adult students. I was amused at their zeal to learn English and awed at the teachers’ deliberate scheme to teach God to the students by all means! I was stricken by the thought how could these young men and women with so much zeal for God be not members of the Church of God?

     Then I remembered the social dinner we attended during the last Feast of Tabernacles that was hosted by my brother-in-law Jeremiah Ortiguero. There were present, beside my family, members from the Worldwide Church of God, Living Church of God, and some independent members of the Church of God, like Dr. Robin Navarro and his wife. I met Rex Dela Pena and his family, Ver Yap and his wife; Remigio Tamayao and his wife; and several families whom I am not well acquainted with. A member of the Philadelphia Church of God, Mr. Cua and his wife were also present in that occasion. I am not sure if I remembered his name correctly, but I think he is from Malaysia. It was to him that I had the opportunity to discuss briefly the difference between the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost and the Holy Spirit pictured in the Days of Unleavened Bread.

     Brethren, I take the liberty of discussing this subject more extensively in this letter to answer my question earlier, “how could these young men and women with so much zeal for God be not members of the true church of God?” At the outset, let me say that the Kingdom of Israel at least during the 40-year reign of King Solomon was not converted though they keep the 10 commandments particularly the Sabbath. The zeal of the kingdom spurred by their king electrified far-flung and remote places like the land of the queen of Sheba to look into the words of God. In a sense the Kingdom of Israel under King Solomon witnessed to the world then, to “return to the Lord your God”! And yet none of them including King Solomon was converted! Astounding as it may seems, Brethren, even the father of King Solomon, King David who was called the man after God’s own heart, WAS NOT CONVERTED!

     Listen intently, Brethren, and open your eyes very clearly because your understanding of I Peter 1:12 may cause you to continue your conversion NOW or you will continue it in the Great Tribulation when your teachers are already in the Place of Safety! The ancient Israelites were not converted because they did not receive the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost and the Holy Spirit pictured by the Days of Unleavened Bread! King David was not converted because he received only the Holy Spirit pictured by the 

Days of Unleavened Bread; He did not receive the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost. To be converted one must have both: The Holy Spirit from the Father which BEGAT him at baptism much like a sperm cell fertilizing the egg cell; and the Holy Spirit from Jesus Christ which NOURISH him much like food from the mother adding flesh to the fetus!

     Brethren, there is only one Holy Spirit! But if you understand the second thunder of Revelation 10 you will understand that the sperm cell is composed of the same flesh as the tissues of the different organs of the fetus. In other words understanding Holy Spirit composes God as flesh composes man would make us comprehend that Adam and Eve are two different individuals but composed of the same flesh. And so God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son are two different individuals but composed of the same Holy Spirit. To understand more about the second thunder study the SUBJECT LISTING and request the appropriate Information Letters.  Read particularly “Holy Spirit Composes Body And Mind Of God”.  Also the subjects about the Epistle of Christ.

     Let us review 1 Peter 1:10-12: “Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven, which things the angel desire to look into.”

     These verses reveal the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ was with the Prophets like King David, and yet the same Holy Spirit which was with them signified ANOTHER Holy Spirit will be given in the future NOT TO THEM but to Christians. In other words, the Holy Spirit with King David is not the same as the Holy Spirit given to Christians at baptism pictured by the Pentecost. The Holy Spirit with King David was the Spirit of Jesus Christ; the Holy Spirit given to Christians at baptism is the Spirit of God the Father.

     Notice the phrase “…and the GLORY that should follow” after the sufferings of Christ. What is this glory that follow the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ? In Col. 1:27 this glory is “…Christ in you, the hope of GLORY”. In Phil. 1:19 Paul described “Christ in you” as “…the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”. John 6:63 explains further: “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” In other words the meaning behind the words of Christ which are actually doctrines, His Laws, and 10 commandments is the very Spirit of Jesus Christ.The GLORY is that in John 16:13 when the Spirit of truth shall come (the Spirit of the Father pictured by the Pentecost) he shall become part of the mind of Christian and will hear the Spirit of Jesus Christ or hear and keep the 10 commandments and laws of God. It takes the spirit in man combined with the Spirit of the Father to make the Spirit of Christ become a part of a Christian. That is the meaning of the new covenant, writing the laws of God in our heart! And that is the real CONVERSION. King David was not converted because he had only the spirit in man, and the Spirit of Christ which was with him cannot become a part of his heart or mind. The Spirit of Christ can only motivate the spirit in man in King David to understand the laws of God, but cannot be part of his mind because King David did not receive the Holy Spirit pictured by the Pentecost.

     As a conclusion, Brethren, receiving the Holy Spirit of God the Father at baptism does not do away with the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ which is the Spirit or meaning behind the 10 commandments and Laws of God. This means we have to continue doing the laws of God including the Sabbath. The Spirit of Jesus Christ does not change. It is the heart of men that changed: from one that has only the Spirit in Man like King David to one that has the Spirit in Man combined with the Spirit of God the Father like you and me.

     I’ll close this letter, Brethren. Until next Sabbath,

                                                                             Sincerely In Christ Name,
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