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SABBATH LETTER 19:

WHAT IS REAL CONVERSION?

Dear Brethren,

     For the past 2 Sabbaths I was not able to write my Sabbath Letter. Reason was my brother, Tony, 1 year older than my sister Gloria (Lal) Ortiguero, was seized with diabetic and dizzy spells with hypertension. He needed to be rushed to Q. C. General Hospital, then the next day to 7th Day Adventist Manila Sanitarium Hospital.

     My brother came home to the Philippines from Baltimore, Maryland, USA after having been out of the Philippines for 43 years. He came home about 2 months ago with 2 young children-- a 4 years old girl and 11 years old boy. 

     Because of the situation, I sent the 2 children to my sister Lal in Baguio City last November 26. I was compelled to rent a red Toyota Corolla car, and with Juliet and Lal I drove the children to Baguio City -- after a lapse of no driving for 11 years.

     It was already dusk when we reached the foot of Benguet Mountain in Rosario, La Union that is why I preferred to pass through safer and well paved Marcos Highway. But my navigators, Juliet and Lal, convinced me to pass through earthquake battered Kennon road for a short cut way to their home in Ciudad Grande, Bakakeng. It was difficult to negotiate the zigzag road because the headlight goes straight in the pitch dark unlighted curve of the road. 

     Yesterday, after almost 2 weeks, Tony felt lonesome for his children and would like to go with me to Baguio City. In spite of slight dizziness he urged me to take the Victory aircon bus. So we arrived here last Friday night. Early this morning I left Tony and the children with Lal’s family, to observe my Sabbath here in Baguio proper. So as early as 11:00 am today I started writing my Sabbath Letter 19 here in Big Belly’s Garden Eatery.

     Brethren, I am wondering whether God is calling by brother, Tony Jr. to the TRUE Truth of REAL salvation because Tony Sr., my father, was never converted to the REAL Truth of REAL salvation for many years until my mother was about to die of terminal cancer.

     This question, Brethren, leads me to the title of this Sabbath Letter 19: WHAT IS REAL CONVERSION? As I have said in Sabbath Letter 18, this subject has been covered in Herbert W Armstrong’s LONG WORK summarized in the Mystery of the Ages. What I can do is simply discuss it from a slightly different point of view, particularly how can you tell the Protestant and Catholic world or any other religious group from the TRUE CHURCH of God?

     Easy, Brethren, by simply distinguishing the Holy Spirit from the FATHER and the Holy Spirit from Jesus Christ! I have already explained this in Sabbath Letter 2: RETURN TO THE LORD, YOUR GOD and SABBATH LETTER 7: SPIRITUAL BREAD as well as INFORMATION LETTER: HOLY SPIRIT COMPOSES GOD AS FLESH COMPOSES MAN.  

     Brethren, the Holy Spirit from the Father is the SPERM cell that begat us at baptism that is why we call Him “ABBA father” Rom. 8:15 The Holy Spirit from Jesus Christ is the NUTRIENT that comes from the mother’s womb, which when imbibed by the fetus is converted into FLESH that makes the Fetus grow.

     In other words, Brethren, the Holy Spirit that composes God the Father COMPOSES His 1) Brain 2) eyes 3) sperm cell to mention just a few. Likewise the Holy Spirit that composes God the son, composes Jesus Christ’s 1) brain 2) eyes 3) sperm cell just to mention a few. Now, the output of the brain is the MIND of God. The output of His eyes is seeing while the output of His sperm cell is reproduction.

     Mark this well, Brethren. The sperm cell that begat us at baptism comes from the Father, not from Jesus Christ, who also has his own sperm cell. But Jesus Christ did not beget us although He is also capable of begetting if He so chooses.

     Understanding this principle should make it crystal clear that the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament did not beget anybody, not even the Old Testament prophets. What the Holy Spirit (of Jesus Christ) did at that time was simply INSPIRING the Human Spirit in man to understand the laws of God (Job 32:8) but not to make the laws of God a PART of the human spirit.

    In other words during the Old Covenant, only the UNDERSTANDING of the laws of God was accomplished in the Human Spirit or mind. But in the New Covenant the laws of God BECOME a part of the Human Spirit or mind itself! For further analogy, the Human Spirit during the Old Testament was like a PLAIN egg cell, but during the New Testament the Human Spirit was like a FERTILIZED egg cell. When you stretch this concept, the Protestants and Catholics or any other religious groups are like plain egg cell, but the true church of God is the fertilized egg cell. Now when the fertilized egg cell sheds off the Spirit or doctrines of Jesus Christ, it is still a fertilized egg cell but threatened with abortion.

     In all these things the sperm cell pictures the Holy Spirit from God the Father and it is the one that converts a person. This conversion is what Herbert W. Armstrong referred to as the DOWN PAYMENT of the Holy Spirit, or in 2 Cor. 2: 21 the EARNEST of the Holy Spirit. In the days of Herbert W. Armstrong we understood this “converted” man is still 99 per cent carnal, which simply means he needs the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ to be in the process of conversion to the stature of Jesus Christ.That, Brethren, explains “What Is Real Conversion?”

     This process happened in TRUE Christians who had imbibed the doctrines of the Protestants and Catholics, who themselves are NEVER converted because they NEVER became a part of God’s True Church called the spiritual bread. Please review Sabbath Letter7: SPIRITUAL BREAD.

     Until next time.

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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