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                                                                                             November 15, 2003

SABBATH LETTER 18:

MUST WE ASK AGAIN THE NAME OF GOD’S CHURCH?

Dear Brethren,

     Greetings from TGS FASTFOOD, an air con restaurant in a building along E. Rodriguez Avenue, just a stone throw from PCC (Philippine Cooperative Center) where the Living Church of God holds their Sabbath Services at 1:00 p.m. in the afternoon. I took my wife Juliet, son Joseph, and nephew Alex in a taxi to PCC about an hour ago. Dudes my daughter and her betrothed husband Chris are absent because she is currently on a 1-week company travel to Kuala Lumpor, Malaysia and Singapore for CASTROL.

     I have stated last Sabbath I will only hold my INTER-ACTIVE Bible study for my subscribers at U. P. University Hotel Restaurant every 2nd Sabbath of the month. The rest of the Sabbaths, I will see to it that I bring my family to the Services of the Living Church of God at PCC on a taxi. I could fellowship with the brethren before and after the Services, but I will write my Sabbath Letters somewhere else.

     Brethren, I have just read an article insisting that the Church of God has to be registered to be biblical or to avoid becoming categorized as Laodicean churches. My question is: was the apostolic church during the Ephesian era ever registered under a particular legal name? Were not the churches of God referred to only as church of God in a certain house or place?

     “Tons and tons” of wasted materials have been written today simply because so many zealous (or maybe tricky) individuals fail to recognize the fact that God has already revealed and summarized in the MYSTERY OF THE AGES all knowledge we need to know for the end time during the LONG WORK of Herbert W. Armstrong. If you need to know about the NAME of the church of God, go and read chapter 6 about the Mystery of the Church of God! In the LONG WORK of Herbert W. Armstrong God has covered already the principle about the NAME of God or other topics like the Dead Sea Scrolls in the pages of the PLAIN TRUTH and GOOD NEWS magazines, not to mention the innumerable sermons about these topics among the church of God congregations throughout the world. In other words, it was Herbert W. Armstrong whom God inspired to write, by himself or through his staff, about the name of the Church of God, the Dead Sea Scrolls, or any other topics! Why in the world then would God repeat that again in the pen of some members who do not realize the significance of the Mystery of the Ages or WHO Herbert W. Armstrong is in the sight of God?

     Only the knowledge about the 7 thunders of Rev. 10 is necessary for the SHORT WORK of God and it has been revealed to the “Stone with Seven Eyes” as explained in my Sabbath Letter 16. Anybody who preaches about the NAME of God’s church and is IGNORANT of chapter 6 of the Mystery of the Ages is assuredly not the “Stone with Seven Eyes”, who is the leader of the SHORT WORK of God even as Herbert W. Armstrong was the leader of the LONG WORK of God! 

     I would like to remind you, brethren, who are my subscribers that the LONG WORK of Herbert W. Armstrong bears his JOB DESCRIPTION of BUILDING the Temple of God (or Church of God). The SHORT WORK bears the JOB DESCRIPTION of the “Stone with Seven Eyes”, which is to SEPARATE the Philadelphia Church of God to the PLACE OF SAFETY!

     The NAME of God’s church should simply be CHURCH OF GOD. If there is a need to describe it, then modifiers can be added to it like 1335, 1290, or 1260 to describe the Church of God who will pioneer the Place of Safety, the Church of God described in Mat. 24, and the Church of God who will die in the Great Tribulation! It does not have to be legalized. NEW JERUSALEM is only one of the FUTURE names of the Church of God when it CEASED to be an EMBRYO. Remember Herbert W. Armstrong described the Church of God as the KINGDOM OF GOD in embryo? When the Church of God becomes immortal then they become the KINGDOM OF GOD, and one of its name will be PERHAPS New Jerusalem in fact in the New Heaven and Earth yet!

    Brethren, let us be careful not to assume a responsibility from God, for which we were not told to do This is the reason why I am only DEMONSTRATING the job description of the “Stone With Seven Eyes” until God finally reveal HIM in the proper time. Otherwise like Miriam, we might be “spat upon” on the face! Or to say it kindly in the words of Paul, “Every man’s work will be tried by fire whether it is made of gold or stubble.

     Please read again the full chapter of 1Cor. 3 so that you will understand God’s admonitions about those who start their various works for God! The FIRE in verse 13, brethren, if you are well grounded in the LONG WORK of Herbert W. Armstrong summarized in the Mystery of the Ages, is no other than the Great Tribulation! Notice in verse 15 that the fire or Great Tribulation will not only turn the work of the “wise” or “vain” member into stubble. It will also kill him although he himself will be saved spiritually in the resurrection. That is the meaning of “shall be saved; yet so as by fire”. Please read again my Sabbath Letter 6: “Souls Under the Altar”. 

     So many brethren today have forgotten the time when God first called them to the truth. We were among the so called “…not many mighty, not many noble are called…but…foolish…and…weak things of the world” (Icor. 1:26-29). In other words, brethren, we have lost our self-confidence in those days through trials and weaknesses. And we were very humble submitting to God’s leaders and giving our tithes readily.

     Does anyone of us need further to be humbled again in the sight of the 1335 Church of God before we obey God’s chosen leader? I hope not. May God grant you strength and understanding according to His abundant mercy.

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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