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                                                         Bahay Toro, QC, 1101

                                            Tel.  259-7932    Cel.  0918-5137692




                                                                                    May 10, 2003

SABBATH LETTER 15:

WHY “STONE WITH SEVEN EYES”

Dear Brethren

     Last Sabbath, May 3, 2003 I tried to pull my Sabbath Office from Conference Room, Padilla Bldg. to our FRANKLIN ENTERPRISES office/residence in 11 Cattleya Street, Bahay Toro, Quezon City.

     I reasoned I have only one visitor/subscriber and unless I have 4 visitors, I will not hold my Sabbath Office in Padilla Bldg. However, my wife and specially my daughter resisted my plan. So in the KFC restaurant where I finally observed the Sabbath Office, I told Henry I think I am a “pain in the neck” to my family for trying to organize the 1335 Church of God apart from the Living Church of God.

     Well, many potential problems in the family can be “high jumped” with meekness and humility. It is comforting to note that his own mother, brothers, and sisters neither believed even our savior, Jesus Christ, at the beginning. There is, however, coming a time in pursuing the SHORT WORK when open rebuke backed up by God’s power is better than secret love.

     So looking for a Sabbath Office for myself with one visitor, I asked my wife to inquire from Levy, wife of Florendo Madrid, if their Bahay Kubo or little house in the hilly place of “Mt. Nebo” Buso-Buso, Antipolo is still available for my Sabbath Office.

     Indeed it is, so today, Sabbath of May 10, 2003 I am currently writing my Sabbath Letter 15 upon this red table, which is reasonably expensive center piece of this additional structure they call “club house”. It is like the quest house in many beach club resorts.

     The original Bahay Kubo, which I talked about in Sabbath Letter 7, had been expanded and this whole place has become more developed and livable. I guess it is still close to nature, because this morning about 10:00 a.m.when everybody was gone for the Sabbath Service – whole family of Florendo Madrid to Living Church of God and family of Erning Osillos to Dr. Gundran fellowship – I spotted a green, black snake slithering by along the pathway of the front door of Bahay Kubo. It was slender about 3 feet long. It escaped to the grass when I tried to scare it near the door.

     I peeped from the window, but I could not see it among the grass. About 10 minutes later I peeped out again and saw the same snake struck a small frog. But it was so quick to sense me it dashed so swiftly down towards the bamboo trees with the crying frog between its teeth.

     Actually, before the Madrid left for the Sabbath Service, I confided to them that I could not continue my proposal to hold my Sabbath Office in Buso-Buso because it is contrary to the principle I have stated in my Sabbath Letters. I did not elaborate but I apologized for the proposal, which was inadvertently triggered by the previous Sabbath. But to amend the mistake, I came to watch for their property until they come back at 2:00 p.m. the following Sunday.

     Two days ago, however, I was sick with fever reaching 39 point plus something near 40 degrees Celsius. My muscles especially abdominal were twitching as if I am sick with flu. Trouble was, I not only feel like vomiting, it also seemed I could not breath deeply.

     Before falling asleep, with SARS in mind, I thought maybe God would use others to finish the SHORT WORK. At any rate, I believe my Information Letters and Sabbath Letters are sufficient road map to guide the final “Stone with 7 eyes” in measuring the temple (Church of God) to the Place Of Safety. There was no doubt in my mind God will heal, except of course if his plan was to allow me to die so others may believe my writings.

    So I fall asleep, unconscious, for about 3 hours in the afternoon. When I woke up, however, my fever was gone, my wife saying it was quick

     I continue writing this Sabbath Letter 15 today, May 16, 2003. Brethren, why do I call the end-time leader whose job description is to MEASURE or SEPARATE the Church of God to the Place of Safety, “Stone with 7 eyes”?

     I have already described this leader many times in many places of my writings and I would like to recapitulate them all in this Sabbath Letter 15. But at the outset let me say that there is nothing wrong about coining words and phrases to describe a biblical personality if it will help catch attention and interest to the job description of the biblical leader. The stone denotes a STRONG leader in like manner as Jesus Christ called Peter, “petros” or a big stone.

     The phrase “with seven eyes” simply means he has the help of the 7 spirits or angels who are the “eyes” of God reporting to Him (Zech. 4:10; Rev. 1:4). These 7 spirits, brethren, appear to be the same 7 angels of the 7 churches or church eras described in Revelation2 and 3 who obviously work as a committee of 7 with one of them the OIC assigned to a particular church era.

     This would mean that this biblical leader ranks in comparative level with biblical leaders like Polycarp of Smyrna era, Polycrates of Pergamos era, Peter Waldo of Thyatira era, and Stephen Mumford of Sardis era MORE OR LESS.

     I suppose other luminaries in each era could be included in this category like Peter D’Bruy of Thyatira era, William Miller of Sardis era, and Andrew Dugger of Sardis era. Of course I make special mention of Apostle Paul and Herbert W Armstrong because their Works of preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God are worldwide in scope – the first phase and 2nd phase respectively of the worldwide work of God!

     Let me add also that in organizing the 1335 Church of God, I used to say I am only DEMONSTRATING the job description of the “Stone with 7 eyes” because another man could come up whose feet “fit the shoes”. Do not forget, brethren, that the final “Stone with 7 eyes” is the same leader mentioned in Isaiah 16:1 “Send ye the Lamb to the ruler of the land from Selah (Petra) to the wilderness (Mt. Nebo) …” In this verse the Lamb refers to the representative of Jesus Christ who is no other than the “Stone with 7 eyes”. Like Herbert W.Armstrong, he will visit the King of Jordan, and he will negotiate for a Teachers Camp in Mt. Nebo to be the Feast of Tabernacles site for the 1335 Church of God.

     Do not confuse the “Stone with 7 eyes” with the Two Witnesses. The Two Witnesses are leaders of the Laodicea churches – the 2 branches of God’s church during the FIRST PHASE 

of the Laodicean era of God’s Church, which I described in my SUBJECT LISTING of Sabbath Letter 1.

     Not ONE of them could fulfill the job description of the “Stone with 7 eyes” because before the Great Tribulation they are still “clothed in filthy garments”. Only during the Great Tribulation do they wear, SACLOTH, a token of repentance and fasting.

     If the information I received is right, one leader had tried to wear the shoes of the “Stone with 7 eyes” and failed creating a “black eye” for the Church of God as a whole in the eyes of Jordan’s leaders. This particular leader did not use the “reed like unto a rod” given to the “Stone with 7 eyes” in Rev. 11:1. The REED is the 7 thunders of Rev. 10, the 6 th of which is Mt.Nebo, Jordan not Petra is the Place of Safety. Any leader who does not understand the 7 thunders of Rev. 10 will fail to measure the Church of God to the Place of Safety simply because he is not the “Stone with 7 eyes”

     Brethren, I have already pointed Rev. 10 and Rev. 11 as the Philadelphian era chapter and Laodicean era chapter of the Bible respectively in my Sabbath Letter 1. The scriptures that God used to let us understand and identify the Philadelphian era and Laodicean era of God’s end-time Church are Zechariah 4 and Zechariah 3. They are the scriptures that supported my booklet “Who Are the Laodiceans And Where Is the True Church of God Today?”

     Zechariah 3 is the Old Testament’s Laodicean era chapter and Zech. 3:9 speaks of the leader called “Stone with 7 eyes”. Perhaps a member may have to read all my Information Letters and Sabbath Letters before he can understand this verse. Frankly, without the Holy Spirit of God you will NEVER understand this verse. Let us read the verse:

     “For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua: upon one stone seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.”

     First, please notice that I have omitted the phrase “shall be” which is in italics. It means it is not in the original inspired text but was added by the Authorized King James translators to make the meaning clearer. I mentioned this, because it is NOW a MUST to check the wordings of new translations of the Bible against the Old or Authorized (King James) Version. I believe new translations of the Bible, after the death of Hebert W Armstrong, no matter how noble or sincere the intentions, contains MARKS of the Devil trying to destroy the original message of the scripture.

     One example is the word “creature” changed to “creation” in Rom. 8:20 of the New King James Bible. The original meaning refers to MANKIND subjected to VANITY not PHYSICAL CREATION subjected to FUTILITY. You will see the big difference when you read my Information Letter about Plan A and Plan B of God’s master plan of creation based upon Herbert W Armstrong’s statement that man was Plan B of God’s master plan of creation.

     Another example of the Devil’s mark in mistranslation is Joshua 3:9. Was he trying to hide the identity of the “Stone with 7 eyes”? Instead of “upon ONE stone” the New King James Bible stated, “upon the stone”. There is a big difference, Brethren!

     The Authorized (King James) Version yields the meaning of Zech 3:9, which I paraphrase as follows: “For behold the stone (the combined spiritual Church of God which has become Laodicean Church) that I have laid before Joshua (the combined leaders of the Laodicea Church): upon ONE stone (the leader of the 1335 Church of God) shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave (told to rise up in Rev. 11:1) the gravings (the job description of the leader) thereof, says the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.”

     As I have said, brethren, if you have not read my Information Letters and Sabbath Letters you will not understand Zech. 3:9. Changing the phrase “upon ONE stone” to “the stone” will hide the meaning of the rest of the verse: “and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day”.

     Which LAND is this phrase talking about, and what TIME is this ‘one day” referring to?

     When the Bible speaks of the punishment of God’s physical people, he normally calls them Israel or Judah. If this land (whose iniquity God will remove) not the land of Anglo-Saxon peoples, then it must be the land where the “Stone with 7 eyes” first delivered his message of warning from God.

     Which TIME is this described in Zech. 3:9 as ONE DAY? It could either be the Lord’s Day or the Great Tribulation.

     Brethren, if you have read my Information Letters, “7 Thunders And 7 Mysteries of Rev. 10”; “Will God Delay the Great Tribulation”; Sabbath Letter 5: Teacher’s Camp; Sabbath Letter 10: Jewish Ancestry of Filipinos, I think you will conclude that the ONE DAY is the Great Tribulation where the BROWN AMERICANS (the Filipinos) will go down with United States and Anglo-Saxon peoples in that Great event also called JACOB’S TROUBLE!

     Please remember, Brethren, that I am only DEMONSTRATING the job description of the “Stone with 7 eyes” and others’ feet may fill the shoes of the prophesied leader. But in principle I have already warned a President and a Chief Justice of the Philippines as I have written in Sabbath Letter 5: Teachers Camp.

     In Sabbath Letter 8, I have stated, I am not urging any member to join the 1335 Church of God. That matter is up to the member and God alone. If a member wants to be a part of 1335 Church of God, he must agree with the “Stone with 7 eyes”.

     May God grant you understanding.

     . 

                                                                             Sincerely In Christ Name,
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                                                                            FRANKLIN A. GONZALES

Sabbath Letter 1                                                                                                                                                           










