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SABBATH LETTER 14:

NIGHT TO BE MUCH REMEMBERED

Dear Brethren,

     Last Sabbath, April 26, 2003 I kept my Sabbath Office at Conference Room, Padilla building with my usual visitor, Henry Gaston. To introduce him to you, I will simply quote here a portion of my personal letter to one of my SUBSCRIBERS: 

     “There is, however, a man who believes me, but he is not yet baptized and have not read my SABBATH LETTERS. It seemed to me he began to attend or resume to attend Mr. Rafael Padilla’s Bible Study when he was told I was attending, and in fact giving a 10-minute speech on Bible topics.

     This man, Henry Gaston, heard my topics at least 3 times in Mr. Padilla’s Bible Study every Sunday. Last Sabbath morning, March 22, 2003, He visited me in my Sabbath Office in the same Conference Room of Padilla’s building where he recounted his life to me and how he was exposed to the teachings of Herbert W Armstrong when he encountered the PLAIN TRUTH magazine in 1975.

     Sometime in the 80’s when he was Salesman-In-Charge of SAN MIGUEL BEER (the equivalent of Branch Manager) in Maramag, Bukidnon, he met Mr. Encardio Benitez, one of the Pastors in Bukidnon at that time, who lent him the book bound compilation of our booklets and reprint articles at that time.

     In short, I found him to be knowledgeable of the truth delivered to us through Herbert W. Armstrong, although his contacts with the Church of God were chiefly with members or former members of the Church of God, International. He also mentioned having attended Precy Cardona’s group, and much earlier he also saw the Worldwide Church of God Office at the Ramon Magsaysay building in Roxas Boulevard. He said he did not know Mr. Pike Mirto but saw Mr. Rey Taniajura in that Office. 

     Our conversation was mostly about the Holy Spirit, baptism, and conversion. It was very long; we continued it by taking our lunch at a Mini-mart nearby and ended about 6:30 p.m. I might mention the first time I met Henry, was about 3 years ago in this same conference room with the small group of Roger Serillano. He said the reason probably why he is not yet baptized is the confused doctrines of church groups from what he had learned from Herbert W Armstrong. He asked me to help him and requested my booklet, Information Letters, and Sabbath Letters”.

     Last Friday, I had the wonderful opportunity to see my younger sister, Lorna, and her husband Edmund Macaraeg at a fresh seafood restaurant in the vicinity of the International airport. I have not seen them for about a couple of years already. Laurie, my niece whom I have not seen since childhood, was traveling with them to the States. They were waiting for me in that restaurant because they were scheduled to fly by 10:00 p.m. that night.

     They had no more time to get the permit from the Bureau of Restricted Areas and Wildlife for the orchid they carry with them as gift to the future parents-in-law of Laurie. I was requested to facilitate, but then when I had the permit, I had trouble looking for the restaurant due to communication problems.

     When I finally arrived about 8:00 p.m., I was surprised because most of the relatives of Edmund were also there -- and we had a kind of a get together. I met Edmund’s mother, Rudy & Belle, Bong & Grace, Rowie and here husband, Oliver and his wife – and all their children. Of course they were happy to see me – and perhaps my white hairs. I said jokingly, the bible descrives God has white hairs and I just want to look like him. I don’t think, however, He has black eyebrows

     Brethren, since we just passed the season of the Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread, I would like to pin down an ASPECT of the festivals because a recent article in the Living Church of God’s Tomorrow’s World still FAILED to understand that the Days of Unleavened Bread during the Old Covenant BECAME KNOWN AS PASSOVER when the Passover Night was transferred to coincide with the Night To Be Much Observed. That was after or on the fortieth year of the exodus in the plains of Moab (Deut. 29:1),

     What was God’s purpose for changing the date from 14 to 15? The answer is He wanted the Jews to kill their Passover lambs on the exact time Jesus Christ would be killed on the cross (or stake). 

     Why? Obviously, whoever is killed at the same time as the traditional killing of the Old Covenant Passover lambs, and at the same time teaching he is the Passover lamb of the Jews (ICor. 5:7) must indeed be the promised Messiah!

     But why did the Jews failed to recognize their Messiah? The answer, Brethren, is the Jews AFTER their captivity and during Christ’s time, had lost their traditional Passover on the 15th of Nissan. They were back to the original 14th of Nissan in keeping the Passover, so Jesus Christ had the time to institute the bread and wine emblems before he dies as Passover Lamb of the Jews.

     For scriptural discussion, why was “the flesh which they sacrificed the first day at even” in Deut. 16:4 not referring to meat offerings OTHER than the Passover lamb itself?

                    1) The same verse says “none of it shall remain all night until the morning”. This is                

                         a commandment for Passover lambs in Exo. 34:25.

                     2) In verse 7, this is the same NIGHT they were also commanded to come out from

                          the assembly only in the MORNING to go home to their tents. If so, then it is 

                          very clear from the same verse 7 that they roasted and eat on the SAME night, 

                          the PASSOVER LAMBS.

     Brethren, imagine for a moment, that your eyes is the camera of a satellite in outer space. Just like when the satellite focuses its lens on the map of Iraq in the recent gulf war let your eyes also focus on the Days of Unleavened Bread during the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. 

     What will appear is very clear. In picturing the keeping of the 10 commandments and laws of God, the old covenant Days of Unleavened Bread DO NOT have the Holy Spirit of God. On the other hand, the new covenant Days of Unleavened Bread HAVE the Holy Spirit of God.

     It does not really matter, Brethren, whether you call the first night of FUB, “Night To Be Much Observed” or “Night To Be Much Remembered” as it was called in the early days of Herbert W. Armstrong. But as for me I prefer to call the memorable night, “Night To Be Much Remembered” because it pictures the Holy Spirit of the FATHER that BEGAT us at baptism on a one time basis only. It can never happen again in one’s lifetime, therefore, it is more fitting to “remember” it.

     On the other hand, the Night To Be Much Observed during the Old Covenant has no Holy Spirit from the Father. It has the Passover Lamb, which is actually only a PROMISE of the Holy Spirit from the Father. As such it is more fitting to observe it MUCH in anticipation of the FUTURE promise. It is not quite logical to remember something, which has not happened yet. Until next time.

                                                                             Sincerely In Christ Name,
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                                                                             FRANKLIN A. GONZALES        










