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SABBATH LETTER 13:

THE SHORT WORK

Dear Brethren,

     Time to continue writing Sabbath Letter 13, which was quite delayed already. I was working to explain the scriptural basis of what I call the SHORT WORK of God, which is basically the JOB DESCRIPTION of measuring or separating the Church of God to the Place of Safety.  By the way, I have transferred the time of my Sabbath Office to 2:00 p.m. every Sabbath afternoon.

     Let me clarify again. In the past, we knew that the true Church of God is composed of Philadelphians and Laodiceans. The Philadelphians are promised a Place of Safety during the Great Tribulation, but the Laodiceans will go through it and die in that time called also Jacob’s Trouble.

     In recent times, however, when I understood the 62 Weeks In Prophecy in the book of Daniel, I categorized the Church of God to be 1335 Church of God, 1290 Church of God, and 1260 Church of God on the basis of how the Church of God respond to the prophesied event. The 1335 prepare the Place of Safety, which will be a Teacher’s Camp in Mt. Nebo, Jordan. The 1290 will run to the Place of Safety when they will see the Abomination of Desolation, which will be the destruction of the Wailing Wall. The 1260, who correspond to the Laodiceans, will die in the Great Tribulation as I have explained in my Sabbath Letter 6, “Souls Under the Altar”. They have gone so far away in doctrinal corruption.

     Brethren, I will explain Romans 9:28 in this letter, but I think there is no further need for me to explain the TWO WITNESSES and the BIBLE CODE as I promised in Sabbath Letter 11. My description of the TWO WITNESSES in my SUBJECT LISTING, “Who Are the Laodiceans And Where Is the True Church of God Today” is sufficient. As for the BIBLE CODE, it is sufficient for me to point out the fact that the author is not converted and not part of the Spiritual Bread who only has the Holy Spirit of God that can lead us “unto all truth” (John 16:13) which I explained in Sabbath Letter 7. Frankly, I did not read the Bible Code because from the outset I knew its aim is to destroy the truth surrounding Mt. Pisgah and the Place of Safety.

     Brethren, we are living in the END TIMES. Satan is angry because his time is near and he will try to deceive even the 1335 Church of God if it were possible. The BIBLE CODE not only tries to steal the “thunder” of the discovery of Mt. Pisgah (or Mt. Nebo) as the Place of Safety. It also attempts to prevent the Church of God from understanding the 6th Thunder of Revelation 10.

     Brethren, it was in Mt. Pisgah where Moses stood to view the Land of Promise. But Balaam and Balak also stood in the ridge of Mt. Pisgah and took counsel how to destroy the congregation of Israel. Nearby also in this vicinity, Satan disputed with Michael, the Archangel, over the body of Moses. I will attach here my Information Letters regarding Mt. Pisgah and the Place of Safety.

     To go back to my subject about the SHORT WORK, let us read Romans 9:28: “For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth”.

     At first glimpse, we are given the impression that the WORK of the Church of God of preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God – the one Herbert W Armstrong often emphasized to us as the “gauge” of our conversion depending on how zealous we were on it – is SHORT. But, brethren, a work that fills the lifetime for most of us is not a short work! 52 years from January 7, 1934 when Herbert W Armstrong was given the breakthrough for a worldwide work to his death in January 16, 1986 is certainly not a short work! It is longer than the time it took Germany to rise up from the rubbles of World War II to its reunification in recent times.

     The worldwide work of God Herbert W Armstrong started was a LONG WORK! The phrase therefore, “because a SHORT work will he make upon the earth” does not refer to the LONG WORK of Herbert W Armstrong. Rather, the LONG WORK will be cut because ANOTHER work – the SHORT WORK of measuring and separating the church to the Place of Safety -- will have to be carried out! Of course the timetable was delayed. Had not the original schedule of the Great Tribulation been delayed as revealed in Daniel 12:6-13 and in the 3rd, 4th, and 5th thunders of Revelation 10, this long work would have been cut off in October 24, 1995. Why? Because the SHORT WORK of measuring (or separating) the Church of God to a TEACHERS CAMP in Mt. Nebo (Mt. Pisgah), Jordan would have been carried out by the 1335 Church of God! But as I have explained in my Information Letter, “Will God Delay the Great Tribulation” written in January 3, 1996, God indeed delayed the Great Tribulation!

     Let me digress for a moment to fill in some of my private and personal experiences at the onset of the original schedule of the Great Tribulation. I will attach here my Information Letters about the 1335, 1290, and 1260 days for specific explanations, but suffice it to say here that the original schedule of the Great Tribulation was January 7, 1996. 75 days earlier (1335-1260) would be October 24, 1995. At this time, I was in my little room in the house of the family of Rogel Ngo-ap, (a member of the Worldwide Church of God) at the upper portion of Rimando road, Baguio City. I rented this room as my repair shop for office equipments from banks and companies throughout Baguio City. It used to be my daughter’s room when she was college student of Saint Louis University. Our residence at this time, however, was in the ground floor of Dr. John Tinoy-an (also a member of Worldwide Church of God) in Lubas, La Trinidad.

     At this time of course, I realized God would delay the Great tribulation because it was already October 24, 1995 and obviously there is no way for me to be in a Teacher Camp in Mt. Nebo, Jordan. However, on that day I observed 2 things:

1) It was Tuesday. To you it may mean nothing, but to me it was significant because 5 years after 1989 it had become somewhat of a habit for me to fast every Tuesday. Maybe not as consistent, but Tuesday reminds me of the time when I promised God I will fast every Tuesday CONSISTENTLY for 1 whole year in 1989. I regard that whole year as the start of God’s calling for me to do the SHORT WORK of God.

2) There was a total solar eclipse in southern Philippines that day. Again this may mean nothing to you, but to me it had some relevance to the 19-year cycle Herbert W Armstrong spoke about in page 427 to page 430 of his Autobiography, volume 1. It seems God is confirming the principle of 19-year cycle where the Work of God becomes worldwide as it reach Europe, first, by Paul and secondly, by Herbert W Armstrong.

     The 19-year cycle pertains to the conjunction of the sun, moon, and earth every 19 years. The solar eclipse happened when the moon covers the sun from the view of the earth – another variation of the same sun, moon, and earth conjunction. I have experienced many LUNAR eclipses in my lifetime, but not as awesome as a TOTAL SOLAR eclipse. 

     When I was 4th or 5th grader in Marawi City, about midnight, I was fearfully alarmed by distant sounds of agongs, not as rhythmic drumbeats but rather hurried and alarming signals. It seemed faint and far away at first, but as the seconds go by, the drumbeats became loud noise distinctly coming from banging roofs, tin cans, and cooking utensils. Then in the cold night, screams of women were heard as if to prevent something from being swallowed by a monstrous beast. I peeped into the visible sky and discovered a lunar eclipse.

     I understand the greater significance to the populace of a total solar eclipse because I experienced one such event in Manila during the late fifties or early sixties where the noontime became like midnight and the cocks literally perched on the tree to sleep. Brethren, why do these two episodes, 1) TUESDAY fasting and 2) 19-year cycle reminder, happened on October 24, 1995, which was 1335 days or years from the ORIGINAL  schedule of the second coming of Jesus Christ? Was it because Jesus Christ was underlining Daniel 12:12: “BLESSED is he that WAITS and COMES to the 1335 DAYS”?  

     In understanding Romans 9:28, the first thing to realize is that the Work God will cut off and finish in righteousness is not short but in fact a LONG WORK. Then the SHORT work He will make upon the earth must be ANOTHER work, which can be absolutely identified by studying the context of the verse in the light of other prophetic verses we have already understood.

     Consider the following:

1) Verse 27 laid down the time setting of the SHORT WORK, which is the Great Tribulation. “Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved”. I am sure, brethren, you are aware that this verse is referring to the Great Tribulation where 1/3 of the Israelites (Anglo-Saxon peoples) will not die, but a certain percentage of whom will repent and be saved. What is the SHORT WORK that precedes the Great Tribulation? Of course the Job Description of measuring  (or separating) the Church of God to the Place of Safety!

2) Romans 9 speaks of the salvation of the gentiles. When will this prominently take place? Of course during the LONG WORK and worldwide work of Herbert W Armstrong. Hosea prophesied this in verse 25 of the same chapter. To point out that this event is not referring to the apostolic era (or Ephesian era), God corroborated it with Isaiah’s prophecy in verse 27 where the time setting is the END TIME immediately before the Great Tribulation.

     So Brethren, is it not significant that Herbert W Armstrong’s LONG WORK is the second phase of the worldwide work of the Church of God? The first phase was the worldwide work of the Ephesian era, which Paul brought to Rome, the capital of the world at that time, after 19 year- cycles

     Having understood pages 427 to 430 of the Autobiography, I saw the meaning of the 62 weeks in prophecy, recognized the EMPIRICAL Messiah, which is the Church of God, and categorized the END TIME Church of God to be 1335 Church of God, 1290 Church of God, and the 1260 Church of God.

     In summary, Brethren, the SHORT WORK of God is the Job Description of 1335 Church of God and its FINAL leader called somewhere in the Bible as the “stone with seven eyes”. Until next time,

                                                                             Sincerely In Christ Name,
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