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SABBATH LETTER 10:

JEWISH ANCESTRY OF FILIPINOS

Dear Brethren,

     It is 10:00 a.m. Sabbath morning, and I am writing my 10th Sabbath Letter from my residence / office room for 1335 Church of God in Park Place Subdivision, Cainta.

     Just now, I think I should include pictures in my Sabbath Letters so that you will have remembrance of this truly “mustard seed” beginning of this SHORT WORK of God to measure the temple (Church of God) to the Place of Safety. Remember the work of Herbert W Armstrong (building the end-time Church of God) is the LONG WORK of God.

     I am recalling some of the events that happened with me in Baguio City Teachers Camp last FOT 2002. While walking along the pathway in front of Albert Hall (I think that was when I went home from Burnham Park lagoon where I was writing my 8th Sabbath Letter) that I spotted my friend, Erning Osillos, with a lean and quite tall fellow whom I did not recognize at first. I pretended jostling with them as I approach and they were quite glad to see me. It turned out the tall and amiable fellow was Danny Delector whom I remembered I met for the first time in one of the services of the Living Church of God together with Jessie Eugenio and Albert whom I understand came from Philadelphia Church.

     They must have talked about my SHORT WORK (Erning being my frequent companion in “Mt. Nebo”, Buso-Buso, Antipolo on a different purpose) because Danny smilingly or jokingly asked me to include him in my group. I also smiled and jokingly quipped Amos 3:3 “how can we walk together except we be agreed?” Well, during the Feast we did agree on at least 3 things: 1) Methuselah died in the Flood, 2) Noah was still alive during the lifetime of Abraham, and 3) the Filipinos have Jewish ancestry.

     Danny’s research about Jewish population in pre-Spanish Philippines was astounding. I don’t recall some of the specific names and titles of documents in his letters, but one of the Captains of Legaspi reporting to the King of Spain about trade and commerce prospects in the Philippines casually mentioned the predominant inhabitants were Muslims and Jews!

     I have mutual interest with Danny on the subject of Jewish ancestry of the Filipinos because, before I read his research, especially when I wrote my Information Letter entitled, “ 7 Mysteries And 7 Thunders of Revelation 10”, I thought and considered very deeply the possibility that the grandfather of my great grandmother was a Spanish Jew.

     According to my Father, my great grandmother, Felipa, said her grandfather was a sailor from Acapulco, Mexico who sailed to the Philippines in one of the Spanish galleons that traverses the Pacific Ocean from Acapulco to Manila sometime in the late 17 hundreds. My great grandmother, whom my father described looks like Prime Minister Golda Meir of Israel with blonde hair, did not specify however which grandfather – from her father Pedro Lozada or from her mother called only as Miss Bauzon.

     If the sailor from Acapulco was the father of Pedro Lozada, then chances are he was a Spanish Jew because his son, Pedro Lozada, was business minded and somewhat non-conformist. Estimated to be in 1830, Pedro Lozada was Governadorcillo (the equivalent of Mayor today) of Capiz. Like the father of Jose Rizal, Governadorcillos were wealthy with vast tracts of land tending to show that Pedro Lozada, like the proverbial Jew, was business minded. In fact his two sons, also the brothers of Felipa my great grandmother, were also wealthy in their own rights. Valeriano was a Manager of Tabacalera and Graciano was a wine manufacturer from his hacienda of nipa plantation.

     In January 1990 after I finished my weekly fast every Tuesday for a promised year in 1989, I had the opportunity to bring my aging father to a sentimental journey to his hometown in Barili, Cebu and Tanjay, Negros Oriental where his second cousins, the grandchildren of Graciano still live today. One of the grandsons of Graciano was tall and looked like a Spanish Jew with white hair already. I saw the picture of his mother, Victoria, the daughter of Graciano and she towers shoulder up over the officials who included the late President Carlos P. Garcia. – And she was slim with white hair in a black dress looking very much like a Caucasian or Spanish Jew.

     Since my great grandmother, Felipa, did not specify, the sailor from Acapulco could also be the father of Miss Bauzon. and we do not have much facts about her, unlike her husband, Pedro Lozada. He was also reported to have resisted a compulsory meeting ordered by the Alcalde Mayor of the province. To avoid the punishment of lashes for none compliance, he rowed a small banca from Capiz to Manila to appeal to the Governador General. It was reported he was spared the lashes but lost his post as Governadorcillo of Capiz. I thought why did he not comply with the meeting? Was it against his religion? Was he a Jew?

     I have no absolute proofs but I did speculate that the Filipinos have Jewish ancestry because most of our forebears could have been Spanish Jews. Brethren, Filipinos need not have to be of Jewish ancestry for God to use them to warn His end time Church of the SPECIFICS of the Great Tribulation contained in the 7 thunders or 7 mysteries of Revelation 10. But I pondered about this question when I wrote my Information Letters about the 7 thunders of Revelation 10. Danny’s research has added to my knowledge at least 2 things: 

     1) The escaping Spanish Jews or Portuguese Jews sailed from Spain to Vera Cruz, Mexico perhaps through Brazil or the United States. But since the galleons were moored or docked at the port of Acapulco, a visitor to Manila in this galleon trade route was called sailor from Acapulco. 2) If the Captain of Legaspi casually reported that the inhabitants of pre-Spanish Philippines were Muslims and Jews, Miss Bauzon, the wife of Pedro Lozada could have descended from the Jewish settlement in Capiz before Spanish time. I remember one of the provinces first visited by Legaspi and his Captain was Panay of which Capiz was one of the towns.

     Anyway, Brethren, maybe one of the reasons why the 1335 Church of God originates in the Philippines is because one of your ancestors as a Filipino was a Spanish Jew or Portuguese Jew. This Sabbath Letter 10 is a relevant background of my Information Letter entitled, “7 Mysteries and 7 Thunders of Revelation 10”, which I attached here.

     Until next time.

                                                                        Sincerely In Christ Name,
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