Subject: Egg Nog race

Today's race was a pursuit race, where the boats start based on their handicap and, in theory, every one would finish at the same time, every thing else being equal.

We had beautiful weather with gentle winds at the start. Paul Boardman on Follow You Follow  Me was the first boat to start, followed 1 min 51 sec later by  Joe Krivan on Perseverance.  Joel Wynne onboard his new Gemini 34  CatBird started 4 min 4 sec after the first boat and  Lou Tomasovic started Grand Jan 6 min  47 sec after the first boat.

The first leg was a beat to N10A with  Follow You Follow Me pointing very high, but not to  fast in the light air. CatBird was not able to point  into the wind as Catamaran's are want to do. Perseverance  and Grand Jan had a tacking duel and by  the first mark Grand Jan had passed the short-handed  Perseverance. (Just Joe and Debbie).

The course from N10A to R2 was a broad reach and  when Grand Jan rounded the weather mark she set her  spinnaker. Very soon after Perseverance rounded and  set their spinnaker and was able to get it drawing before Grand Jan  did. Through the whole leg Perseverance  slowly kept pulling further ahead and by the end of the leg she was about 3  min ahead.

The final leg from R2 to the start/finish line  started out as a jibe around R2 and another broad reach. However, the wind  shifted and picked up and all of a sudden we are on a beat. A flurry of activity  on both boats getting the jibs up and the spinnakers down. Grand  Jan was able to make up a little of the time  Perseverance took into the final leg, but  Perseverance held on to win by about 2  minutes.

Follow You Follow Me   and CatBird withdraw from the  race.

After the race we had burgers and egg nog at the  club celebrating a fun, if not at times challenging, racing season. Many  thanks to George Macarthur and Candice  Banack for having the food and beverage available.

It was another beautiful day in  Paradise.
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