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                                                                                                          President’s Message
I just hung up the phone after making a luncheon reservation for a group of my FVNN friends, for a mini lunch “adventure”.  I made the reservation at a local restaurant for a couple of reasons.  One, they have really good food at a really good price.  Second, and the main reason I picked this restaurant is because I felt a responsibility to support one of our locally/family owned establishments.  Just last week, I was told of three locally owned restaurants that had closed in the month of January due to our economic times.

  

I have seen first hand what happens when a community no longer supports its local establishments.  Coming from Rockford, Illinois, I have such fond memories as a child and young adult of taking the bus downtown to shop and/or have lunch or dinner, and maybe take in a movie.  Rockford once had a very prosperous downtown.  With its perfect setting of a river view, beautiful parks and historic buildings, one would think it would still be booming.  However, it is now a relative ghost town.  There are almost no restaurants to speak of, and even fewer shops.  The offices that were once full which help support the establishments all moved out.  Where did everybody go?  Well…they headed out to the east side where various chains have opened up restaurants and stores.  If you look at Rockford today you will see a “generic” city spread out for miles and miles with big box stores and restaurants.  There seems to be no center.  I find it very sad. 

  

Those of us who live in the Tri-Cities are so fortunate to have access to so many wonderful family owned establishments.  Could you imagine life without the Townhouse Café, Graham’s or The Blue Goose?! 

  

Times are tough right now and like most of you I am working to keep my budget under control wherever I can.  One of the ways I do this is by buying at the discount stores.  But I also try to remind myself, if I were to do this all the time the Tri-Cities could start looking like the “generic” city that Rockford has become.  If you ladies find that you agree with me, think twice before you pick a restaurant, shop for an outfit or a few groceries.  It truly does make a difference!
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      Irish celebration at  McNally's Pub
in honor of St. Patrick's Day! on
Wednesday, March 18th, 2009
11:30a.m. social                            12:00p.m. lunch
A few little Irish games and prizes!
Follow a rainbow and jig on over to McNally's Pub for lunch and games and prizes!   It may be just your luck that you find a little pot of gold along the way
Menu
House Salad mixed greens with tomato, red onion and cucumber tossed with honey herb vinaigrette

Choice of

Shepherd's Pie (made with beef ~house specialty) 
or

Corned Beef and Cabbage
or

Salmon Boxty (potato wrap folded around salmon, asparagus, peppers and onions with a lobster saffron cream~house specialty)

Dessert

Chocolate Mousse
Includes choice of coffee, tea or soda

Cash bar available

Cost: $20 includes tax and gratuity

Deadline: Check must be received by Wednesday, March 11th, 2009. Your check is your reservation and is non-refundable. Please include entree choice on your check. If you are bringing a guest, please include her name on the check. Make check payable to FVNN and mail to: Denise McCormack

Directions: McNally's is located at 201 E. Main St., St. Charles, IL 60174 on the east side of the river. Parking is available in the new parking garage ATTACHED at the rear of the building. You may park on the 3rd floor and walk directly into the reserved lunch room located upstairs.

   Civic & Service
West Suburban Living Magazine drive
Great Local publication for area events, health, home and dining guides. Half the proceeds will benefit the Golden Diner’s. 

Thanks to those who already subscribed.

Members wishing to subscribe please forward your $12.00 checks 

made out to West Suburban Living magazine to Cathy Snyder

Knitting Workshop

Monday March 16, 2009

10am-12noon

Wool and Company

23 South Third St. Geneva

$20 includes needles and yarn

 ($8 discount if bringing needles and yarn)
Novice and experienced knitters welcome
Portion of proceeds benefit 
Golden Diner’s FVNN charity

RSVP by March 9th to Cathy Snyder
checks made out to FVNN
Charity Selection for 2009-10

Charity choices for the upcoming 2009-10 year will be selected this spring. All members are invited to sponsor and speak for a charity of their choice at the FVNN Board meeting on March 3rd. Please contact Cathy Snyder no later than Feb 24th with name of charity and spokesperson who will attend March 3rd FVVN board meeting. Only charities presented at the March meeting will be considered. All members can vote for final charity selection at May luncheon. Paper ballots will be available in April newsletter. Call any of us for civic and service questions.

Marcia Brunswig     Chris Mills     Patricia Moore     Cathy Snyder
*************************************************************************************

              SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
Newsletter deadline for April Newsletter is March10, 2009 
                                                           Send articles to Shari Allbertini , sharikaya@aol.com
      AFTER SIX                                                                                                                        Marty Boergadine 
Bruce and Joyce Papiech are hosting the After Six group on Friday evening, March 20 at 7:00 PM.  Join the group that loves to eat and discuss all subjects.  Bring a heavy appetizer to share and your own BYOB.  Please RSVP to Joyce by Thursday, 3/19 
      BOOKIES                                                                                                                             Jimmie Haessig 924-8339    
THE BOOKIES will meet on March 11 at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Carol Johnson.  Our selection for the month is The Shack by William Paul Young, recommended by Carol.  Please let your hostess know whether you will be there by calling on or before March 9.  
      BOOKENDS                                                                                                                    Beth Hayes 
The "Book Ends" are meeting on Wednesday, March 11th at 9:30 a.m. We will meet at the home of  Theresa Stiven (25 Roosevelt St., St. Charles).
The book we will discuss is Revolutionary Road, by Richard Yates. Please RSVP to Theresa no later than Monday, March 9th, to let her know if you will be attending
      BOOKWORMS                                                                                                    Sharon Fredericksen  
Bookworms will be reading The Gravedigger's Daughter by Joyce Carol Oates for March.  They will meet at the home of Jan Willenborg, 
      EXCELLENT ADVENTURES                                                                                         Lorrie Marsiglio 
In case you haven't joined us, you've missed out on some great adventures.  We were at JuRin Japanese Restaurant in December, the Arcada Theater and McNally's Irish restaurant in January, and the Odyssey Greek Taverna in February. 

Please join us when Excellent Adventure member Karen Bricker, a relatively new member to our club, has planned two outings for you to enjoy. 

Mark your calendars for Friday, March 13, from 10 a.m. till 12 noon.  Our very talented Karen will be hosting a hands on ‘creative’ adventure at her home.  On that day she will show you how to make your very own spring, and holiday ‘cards’.  Karen says you don’t have to be crafty, but she’ll show you how to use embellishments, and stamping to make your own unique creations.  If you’d like to join her, call by Wednesday, March .
Then, on Monday April 20, Karen has planned an outing at Country Garden s Cuisine Cooking School , on LaFox Road , in St. Charles .  (check it out at www.countrygardencuisine.com for more info, and directions).  Karen will have more details, time, a menu, and a fee in our April newsletter.
      LADIES LUNCH BRIDGE 

The two Thursday bridge groups (2nd and 4th Thursdays each month) meet at the Colonial Café on Main Street (east side of St. Charles) from 9:45 am – 2:30 pm.   Please call one of the hostesses if you have not already indicated on the sign-up sheet whether you can play or if your plans change.

March 12th Hostesses ---- Holly Haberle and Barbara Reece

March 26th Hostesses: ---- Susan Hayes), Tallie Denton, and Lynne Burtner 
If you would like to join one or both of these groups, be on their substitute lists, or just learn more about them, please contact Gloria Larocca or Jeanne Borger.
    SPARE TIME!

Join us for a great time bowling all levels of players welcome! We will be bowling twice a month on the 2nd and 4th Mondays.  We will be meeting on Monday,March 9 & 24 at 10:30 a.m. at Saint Charles Bowling  Alley to bowl 2 games, just for fun, at $3 a game, shoes are extra $3.50.  If you would like to join us please RSVP by March 4 to Judy Reiss.
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COLCANNON

Did you ever eat Colcannon

When ‘twas made from thickened cream

And the kale and praties blended

Like the picture in a dream

Did you ever take a forkful

And dip it in the lake

Of the clover-flavoured butter

That your mother used to make
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Peel and boil four lbs. of potatoes.  Drain, mash until smooth.  Add six chopped scallions to 10 oz. of milk and bring to boil.  Add to potatoes and beat well until fluffy.  Beat in one lb. of cooked curly kale or savory cabbage (finely chopped) and one oz. butter.  Reheat if necessary.  Serve with butter.
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       MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE





    The membership committee wants to thank Elaine Seeley for hosting our winter coffee. 


Thanks too, to the board members who contributed the delicious dishes.  


    We have 127 members, and 27 are new.  Keep up the good work ladies!


    Don't forget to order your name tags!





		Marcia, Jeanne and Jill Membership





                         


























HAPPY  BIRTHDAY


Lois Hoyer		


Nancy Sherman		


Carol Geneser		


Betty  Kern  		 


Cherie Hunter		


Karen  Cartwright  	 


Linda  Brubaker  	 


Phyllis  Learish  	 


Toni DeCola		


Chris  Mills  		 


Marilee Dennis		


Cindy King		

















BOARD MEETING


Tuesday, March 3, 2008


9:30 am


Hostess


Joyce Papiech
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