
To be honest, I really thought I was done writing after chapter 1 because I said all I wanted to about the key to AI was 3d imagination space.  I was really prepared to say,”Welcome to chapter 2, the beginning of filler.  Chapter 3 will be more filler, and chapter 4 would be even more filler.”  Let's face it.  Sure anyone can publish something on the web, but it is hard to get taken seriously when all you have is a humble Geocities page with a big idea.  The best you can hope for is that someone stumbles over it, and creates the product that you thought up.  I've had big ideas for the Internet in the past, and most of them are now multi million or even billion dollar companies.  Shoot me an email sometime, and I'll talk about them.  I'm going to tell you something that many people don't know:  There are only so many ideas out there.  If you've solved a math or computing problem, congratulations, it is an achievement, but in all likelihood someone else would eventually have figured it out too.  You can get lazy and just spread your ideas out around the Internet and be happy to be an Intellectual Property Philanthropist or you can take a stand and say,”This is my idea, I'm going to take credit for it.”  Either way, you helped out society.


Now I'll tell you something personal about me.  Even though I come up with lots of great ideas for the world and give them out freely, I haven't been able to get a job in three years.  I'm not all about standing up and taking credit, but at some point something has got to give.  Without a job, there is no way for me to make money to buy a house by which I can invite a date over and start a family.  I'm not saying capitalism is a completely bunk system because I've been having a bad run over the last couple years.  I know a lot of people do that.  That is about the same as saying,”I flipped a coin three times, it came up heads every time when it should come out 50/50.  I thus claim that coin flipping is a bad system for determining a 50/50 chance.”  Sure, the person may be right that coin flipping isn't exactly down to a 50/50 chance because different coins are known to give different statistical odds in coming up heads or tails, but the basis by which the person came up with his conclusion was flawed.  So what I am saying is that capitalism has its flaws, and I've felt a small pinch of what it can do.  There are many people that have it worse than me.  I'm lucky I have a loving family who will put up with me being jobless for extended periods at a time even though they don't exactly make very much.


I'm going to beat the dead horse for a second and say that US capitalism has many of the same problems that Communism has in that the elite get to make the decisions.  In case you haven't figured it out yet, money buys votes.  So instead of trying to please the people, politicians are more worried about pleasing the corporations.  Communism and US capitalism aren't exactly equal though.  US capitalism may be having a weak period, but it still has a good chance of not falling prey to all out corruption.  The biggest problem that US capitalism has is that the democracy has been and is going through a period of voting the current generation money by having our children shoulder the debt.  I'm not the first to say it, but most any democracy that finds that it can vote itself money at the expense of its children will do so.


Isms, they're not perfect.  Am I bringing up a new one? No. Well... Maybe.  First I will bring up a bright vision for the future I've had ever since I was in elementary school.  When I was reading a book about inventions, it talked about how some inventions caused men to lose jobs.  The book honestly didn't side with either the man losing the job, or the inventor.  It caused me alarm to think that an invention could seen as a bad thing.  I thought that if inventions could be made to do everyone's work then people could spend more time with their family.  Now in a capitalistic mindset, I can understand how bad it is for someone to lose their job.  When I was in elementary school I thought,”The man who lost his job to an invention should just find another job.”  In the Industrial Revolution that was probably true, but in today's workforce there is not much money in unskilled labor.  If you're in an industry that is losing jobs to inventions or cheaper labor, your skill set could be nullified and you're swatted down into the already overloaded unskilled labor group.  In the capitalistic society every man needs a job except the men who own the companies or those who are unable to work.  But what about if all the companies were run by inventions and no one could get a job?  What would happen to all the people who didn't own any companies and couldn't get a job?  When I was in elementary school, I may have been naive, but I really thought that a civilization that advanced could certainly come up with a way of rationing the goods based on the basic needs of every human being.


When I was in elementary school I decided that inventions were definitely a good thing.  I also saw utopia to be automation doing all the work for us and some system being in place to distribute the goods fairly to every person.  I can't say that Artificial Intelligence will bring about a system that will distribute the goods fairly, but I will say that it can automate all the repetitive tasks that no one wants to do, and eventually do it more effectively.  The nice thing about AI and robots is that the capitalistic system isn't evil.  If there is a market for robots, they'll take off and make the robot creators money to make better robots so they can make more money.  It really is recursive here.  Robots can even make robots.  In this capitalistic system that isn't perfect is the gateway to a capitalistic system where most everything becomes less expensive because it is more abundant.  I'm not going to say AI and robots may be responsible for a revolution but that robots have already initiated the revolution without the help of AI described in this book.  Technologically, the future looks bright but as a bumper sticker says,”A nuclear war can ruin your whole day.”


I think the huge service industry built around lavishing overly wealthy people is lame, but as far as costs of revolutions go, it is a free pass!  And not all wealthy people are a burden to society, many of them are shrewd investors and drive innovation.  A great use for money is to build up necessary industry.  Nations only need energy, and infrastructure.  They can buy the rest from other countries.  With what?  Export of energy.  Lame joke, but there is a grain of truth to it.  At quick glance: People need energy, shelter, food, water, infrastructure, education and information.  AI and robots can provide all of that.  AI and robots can provide anything that a human can provide, and even more so because of their refined algorithms and bodies for accomplishing the tasks.  The key is that it will take time to get the whole Artificial Intelligence industry rolling.


Before utopia happens, there is at least one new fear associated with AI.  If an overly wealthy person was to spend all his money on a combat battalion of robots, he could be like a James Bond villain and conquer third world countries.  With the wealth that he steals from the third world countries, he could buy more combat robots.  This scenario is like a small version of Skynet from Terminator.  The machines did not become self aware so much as a man controlling them is wielding tremendous power from the capitalistic system in place in the world.  Many modern human soldiers would balk at the idea of invading countries for profit for many soldiers hold honor dear to their heart.  A robot just follows the orders of its owner.  This threat is much less than terrorism or nuclear war though, and is something that should be considered, and guarded against, but isn't so important that AI itself should be abandoned.  It is of the same caliber of the threat that kitchen knives should be abolished because someone could stab another person with it.  A tool can be used for either good or evil.


Again, I'm not saying I have any idea how the change in power will happen from the  capitalistic world system to a Utopian system where everyone is at least given the basics on which to survive.  I think a democracy could vote for socialized programs when the democracy has the resources to provide them.  And a democracy would get the resources to provide socialized programs from the resources that the AI could gather itself.  Well I guess I did see where the revolution could happen: in the standard non violent method that power changes in the United States.  So what will probably happen is that super wealthy people will remain on Earth for many hundreds of years to come, but the poor won't be so poor that they are dying because of abject poverty.  To some, this may sound like a compromise in the ultimate Utopian system, but I think if AI can provide for the poor that the world could be heading towards an ultimate Utopia.

