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    Walk in Someone Else’s Shoes
We’ve all heard the phrase “You can’t judge a man until you’ve walked a mile in his shoes.” In curious incident, Mark Haddon has written from the perspective of a boy with autism, including details that help us relate to his protagonist because of the authenticity of his voice. We have been able to step into his shoes because Haddon has carefully crafted the persona of Christopher.
In literature, the persona is the narrator, or the storyteller, of a literary work created by the author. As Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama puts it, the persona is not the author, but the author’s creation--the voice “through which the author speaks.” Today, you will have the chance to develop a persona a write a monologue from your character’s perspective.
You’ve all been given a picture of a pair of shoes. Imagine these are favorite shoes of the character you are about to invent.  These are either a wardrobe staple by choice, or because their job necessitates it.

If you feel like taking a risk, write from a completely different point of view.  Write as an old person.  Write as small child.  If you are a boy, write from the perspective of a girl or woman, or vice-versa.  Write from the perspective of someone with a different ethnic or racial background—just don’t stereotype them or mock their accent! 

Most of all, have fun and create a dynamic/round character.  

STEP ONE
Character Profile

Start with the basics—Physical and External Qualities
	Name
	

	Age
	

	Race/ethnic background
	

	Occupation
	

	Socio-economic status
	

	Marital Status
	

	Family relationships?
	

	Appearance: style of clothing and hair
	

	Mannerisms? (lisp, fidgety, “like”, hair twirling, etc)
Do they have an accent? 

Are they proper, do they use slang?
	




Now to the big stuff—Imagining personality
	Where does he or she live? How does this affect them, or does it?

[Apartment, house, what city, what decade, with others or alone?]

	

	What does the character do in his or her spare time?


	


	What is your character's happiest memory?
	

	What is your character's worst memory?

	

	What are your character's positive traits?

	

	What are your character's negative traits?
	

	What kind of music does your character listen to and why?
	


	What is your character’s favorite color and why?
	

	What are your character’s life goals?
	

	How does the character see him or herself?


	

	How do other people see the character?
	


STEP TWO

Write your monologue

Using your character profile, write a monologue from the perspective of your character.  You should try to capture your character’s voice in an authentic way. Your monologue should:

· Be about one minute long (front of a sheet of paper)

· Have a clear audience (to whom is your character speaking in the monologue)

· Have a logical beginning, middle, and end (how will you draw your monologue to an interesting close?)

· Does not have to specifically include your shoes; use the shoes as a jumping off point
