ENGLISH 9 Regents
The Individual in Society
Ms. Forster

Syllabus 2008 - 2009
Welcome to ninth grade English!  I look forward to an exciting, successful, and challenging year with you all.  Please keep this syllabus in your binder as it will serve as a valuable reference this year regarding course policies and expectations.

This course is designed to serve as a foundation for your high school study of literature, and was designed in accordance with the New York State Learning Standards in English Language Arts.  These are as follows:


Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding


Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression


Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Expression


Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction

This year, you can expect to read, study, and discuss literature centering on themes of the individual’s role in society.  We will be considering such questions as: What does it mean to be an individual?  What is the individual’s responsibility to the society?  Does the individual shape the society, or does the society shape the individual?  How does one negotiate one’s personal morals in light of opposition from society at large?
We will have frequent in class discussions, both formal (graded) and informal.  You will become comfortable in this class quickly, and it’s important that you give your “two cents” to our class discussions, as your classmates stand to benefit from hearing your opinion.  You can expect to do lots of writing, both creative and expository, take home assignments, and in-class writing. You will maintain a Working Writing Folder and will prepare a Portfolio of your best work as a culminating assignment for the school year. You will engage in reflection about yourself as a writer, and the process you undertake in your writing.  You will practice intermediary researching skills, using the data bases available to you in the media center to research a topic and prepare a works cited page.
Our success as a class will depend on your commitment to full participation and your coming prepared to class (both in terms of having completed the work—yes, including reading—and bringing your materials with you).  

Class Rules: (strictly enforced)

1. RESPECT.

· Each other

· Adults in the room

· Property of the school and of your classmates

· Yourself

That’s the ONLY rule, and you’ll notice I’m diligent about enforcing it.  This class is safe space where everyone will be comfortable to express themselves knowing they’ll have the complete respect of their peers.  
What we will study:
The literature we will read this year includes:

The Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare
The Odyssey by Homer
Greek Mythology

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon
We will explore many essential questions, such as:
· What does it mean to be “civilized”?

· What happens when human’s basic needs aren’t met?

· What are the attributes of a leader?

· Are a hero and a leader the same thing?

· Can anyone be a hero?

· What does the hero’s journey look like?

· How do people behave “ethically’ in society?

· How do we develop a sense of morality?

· Why are myths and folktales told?

· Can ordinary actions be heroic?
Policies

Materials

You need:

· 1 to 1 ½ inch binder

· Loose leaf paper

· Pens (blue or black ink) and/or pencils

· A flash drive (available for purchase at Staples, Office Max) is recommended for saving work easily when working from home or in the computer lab

You will need to bring your materials to class every day.  In addition, you will also need to bring whatever text we are currently using.  At the end of each unit, you will be advised of what materials you can leave at home until the end of the year (to study for the final exam).  DO NOT THROW YOUR MATERIALS AWAY!  Binders will be checked periodically and assigned a grade.  

Gold Grade Sheet

Each marking period, you will be given a Gold Grade Sheet that you can use to track your progress in the class.  If you maintain this sheet, you will always have a clear idea of where your grade stands, and what work you have to make up.  Although I will not check this for completion, it is in your best interest to use this as a tool!  A Master copy of the Gold Grade sheet will be kept on the bulletin board.

Website
My website (www.geocities.com/forster_m) is available for your use!

The website will always contain the day to day planner for the current unit or study, as well as copies of all of the handouts we are using for that unit.  If you forget your English binder at school, you can still check the planner and download the handouts from home.  You will find this particularly useful if you are absent.

Attendance Issues

Be here!  Be here on time!

Lates, cuts, and absences will be dealt with in accordance with Niskayuna High School’s policies.  This means that arriving more than 20 minutes late to class will result in an absence, and cutting class will result in a penalty to be determined by your principal.  If you “cut” a class, you will receive a zero for any work that was due that block and/or that took place during the block.  These same rules apply for sections of the final exam given during class or local exam time.
If you are absent, you are expected to make up any work you missed within one week.  You will be provided with a planner which outlines what we are doing each day, as well as any assignments that are coming due.  You will be expected to keep up with the reading assignments even when you are out.  Any handouts you may have missed will be filed on the bulletin board.  Help yourself to these and turn in the work as completed.

Coming to class each day is imperative for academic success.
Grading

Your quarter grade is determined based on the number of points you accumulated in the quarter.  Each assignment, project, or quiz will be worth a number of points based on its relative importance in the quarter (a reading quiz may be worth 15 points, while a unit test is worth 100 points, for example).  At the end of each quarter, I will add up the number of points you received and divide by the total number of points available.  This will then be converted to a letter grade.

For example, if you received 450 points out of 520 available:

450 / 520 = 0.865

0.865 x 100 = 87 (B+)

Your final course grade is calculated through the quality point system, with your final exam accounting for 1/5 of your final grade.  This will be explained to you in greater detail later in the year.

Late Work

Every effort should be made to turn all work in on time!

Late homework or small assignments (20 points or less) will have points deducted based on how late it is.  Homework late by one week or less will have 5 points taken off, and homework one to two weeks late will have 10 points taken off.  NO HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED MORE THAN TWO WEEKS AFTER ITS DUE DATE.

As papers and projects are substantial assignments that we require to move on to the next lesson, they are expected at the beginning of the block they are due.  Late papers and projects will be downgraded ½ letter grade each day they are late.

E-mail submissions of papers will be accepted: mforster@niskyschools.org

If you turn in a paper or project to the English Resource Center and I am not there, please have an adult date and initial it so I know when it was received.  Do not simply leave something in my mailbox.

Academic Integrity Policy

My policy on academic integrity is taken directly from your High School Code of Conduct booklet.

Students should follow these rules of academic integrity:

· Do your own work.

· Don’t let others use or copy: class work, homework, quizzes and tests. Others should not get credit for work that you have done.

· If you are helping someone, do not do the work for him or her.

· If you are working in a group, follow the teacher’s directions on sharing work.

· Be truthful.

· If you are uncertain about the directions, ask the teacher for clarification.

All assignments are individual and should be completed alone unless otherwise specified.  All issues of suspected academic dishonesty will be referred to your principal for investigation and your parents will be notified of the outcome.

We all get crunched for time.  If this happens to you, please come see me and make arrangements to submit your work late rather than plagiarizing it.  

Extra Help

Please see me whenever you have questions or issues with a text or a project.  

Feel free to e-mail me at any time to ask a question, or to schedule an appointment after school.

My free blocks are as follows:
	A/C First Semester

	B/D First Semster


	A/C Second Semester


	B/D Second Semester


Name of student:_______________________________________

I have reviewed the course syllabus with my student and understand the obligations of the course.  

Signature of Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________

Signature of Student:______________________________________________
