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In London, it is the last days of 1888.  A man walks out of a dark alley and continues on down the street.  The wandering stranger just slips around the corner of a residential building as a policeman at the opposite end of the street turns to look in the direction of where a mutilated corpse of a young woman now lay.  The city is in an uproar the next morning, fueled by both media and pure fear. Jack the Ripper, on of the most influential killers in history, has struck again.


The notorious serial killer who terrorized the Whitechapel area of London, also known as London’s East End, named himself “Jack the Ripper” in two letters he sent to the police in the area.  The Whitechapel murderer first began his killing spree on August 7th, 1888, and continued his campaign of fear all the way up to November 9th of the same year (Manning).  At least five murders were attributed to Jack, who is universally thought to be male, though some might argue that as many as seven or more were committed by the infamous slaughterer (Owen).


The murders themselves were gruesome and brutal.  All of the victims were female prostitutes, and all but the last were killed in a dark alleyway (Manning).  It’s because of this that “the nickname itself has become synonymous with serial women-killers”. Jack seemed to have a bizarre fascination with mutilation, as often times the face and body were slashed beyond recognition and in certain cases organs were removed.  These disturbing facts were quick to be spread around by the British press, which did all it could to “sensationalize and promote interest in them [the murders]” (Owen).  Before these particular murders occurred, killings in London’s Eat End were scarcely reported since they were so common in its over-populated and poor community.  Prostitution was rampant in the area as a source of income for women, though many hated their lives and did not care if they died.  Even in the highest panic over the murders, women in the area were heard to of said that they would like to meet the Ripper.  The rest of London, however, was not as lax about the murders, as the city went into a frenzy of fear.  The Victorian Press jumped on top of the issue, as newspapers of the time had a knack for taking scandals and disasters and making them household names (Owen).  The people of London and the press that fed them their horrifying tales of Jack were drastically influenced and changed in this time.  The press has taken it’s coverage of such events and violent crimes to a new level in the wake of Jack’s massacre, and this new level of information to the public, while it may not cause the panic that it did in 1888, may still instill a level of fear in some.  Though at the same time, this increased coverage slowly corrodes the viewers’ idea of murder, as they are gradually desensitized to the events and begin to pass them off.


To add to the fact, people around the world have been affected by the murders of Jack the Ripper.  Many have dedicated themselves to discovering the identity of the killer, though all have failed to come to a solid conclusion.  The murders brought some sort of wonder to the mystery, partly because of the brutality of the case, but mostly because no one could ever quite deduct who Jack really was.


Just as Jack’s identity baffles scholars and criminologists today, investigators of the time were equally frustrated by the Ripper’s uncanny ability to avoid apprehension.  Police of the time did all they could to discover who the killer really was, and would often arrest a dozen or more men in one day at the height of the panic.  From instances like this and others, police work and investigation has most definitely changed.  But not only were police influenced by Jack, serial killers that would come after him were also greatly influenced by his brutal massacres in London. One serial killer in Poland, who would come to be known as the “Red Spider”, mimicked Jack in murder of 20 women in several cities.  Lucian Staniak, the killer behind the nickname, even went as far as to write letters to the police in red ink—just as Jack the Ripper did a little less than a century before him (Innes 35).


Jack the Ripper casts a shadow over those three months in 1888.  No other killer in history has managed to make such a ripple of influence across time, and the wonder and mystery surrounding the Whitechapel murderer still catches the attention of people everywhere, even today.  And evne though the true identity of Jack the Ripper will never be proven, people will still suggest theories and ideas, and the gruesome tale will always be passed on through the times.

