Essay #1—Responding to Evidence (40 points)
Length: ___ complete to ___ complete pages

Rough Draft Due Date: _____
Final Draft Due Date: _____

GOAL
You goal is to agree or disagree with the position (thesis) a given author takes in a text (choices are listed below). To do so, you must individually agree or disagree with the reasons the author gives for his/her/their thesis, which means that you will need to evaluate the author’s evidence (relative to each reason) using the STAR criteria: sufficiency, typicality, accuracy, and relevance. Where possible, you will draw upon your own knowledge of an issue to determine if evidence is feasible.

STARTING OUT
Select one from the following four texts: “Separating the Science from Stereotype” (510); “An All-Volunteer Army? Recruitment and Its Problems” (541)“Better Energy” (582); Why Wal-Mart Is Good” (568). Your primary criterion for selection should be how much you know about a given issue (or perhaps how strongly you agree or disagree with an author’s position); should you be equally in the dark about the subject matter of all four texts, then select the one that interests you the most. I recommend that you read the introduction relevant to the section of you selected work; for instance, if you chose “Better Energy,” make sure to read introduction to section on page 578. On your first reading of selected text, highlight where thesis appears or at least where thesis seems to be implied (note that a thesis could appear more than once). Also, highlight any sentences that reflect supporting reasons for thesis—the goal being to see how the argument is a hybrid. Finally, make sure to look up any words you are unfamiliar with.
INTRODUCTION (¶1)
Your introduction, which should be brief, must include the following background information about your selected essay: author’s name; the title of their work; the genre the work reflects (see pages 33-35 for a list of genres); the thesis, which should be quoted; and the type of claim thesis reflects (consult chapter 10). Finally, in last sentence of your introduction, take a position relative to your chosen essay: do you agree or disagree with author’s/authors’ claim? Note that you must take a position—you can’t straddle the fence; however, you can still modify your position; in other words, you might strongly agree or disagree or you might somewhat agree or disagree (perhaps you find all the reasons compelling or perhaps you agree with most reasons but not all). 
THE SUMMARY PORTION (¶2)
It’s vital that a summary be objective as you must first give reader a fair and general sense of the argument before you begin to take it apart, test its logic. According to the textbook, “[y]our goal is to be as neutral and objective as possible by keeping your own responses to the writer’s ideas out of your summary” (42). As you have already made the claim of the argument clear in your introduction, your summary paragraph should focus on listing the reasons (supporting claims) and generally accounting for how reasons are supported, listing what types of evidence (not actual evidence… just types) the author employs to support their reasons. See pages 91-94 for list of evidence types. Note that it’s very likely authors may use more than one paragraph to support and develop a reason. (Note that an essay with very long body paragraphs might handle one reason per paragraph.) Finally, make sure to include attributive tags (see step 5 on page 42) in your summary. Don’t overdo it, but manage to name author (or use relevant pronoun) at least twice in your summary paragraph.
REMAINDER OF BODY—YOUR OWN REASONS
You should structure the body of your essay based on the number and order of the reasons your summary puts into perspective; you are to respond to each reason in a separate body paragraph. Depending on how much space a writer uses to develop a reason, you may need two paragraphs to respond. In each body  paragraph following your summary, there should be an opening topic sentence that asserts if you agree or disagree with one particular reason and why. Include the author’s reason in this sentence by either paraphrasing or a quoting it. For instance, in responding to one reason in Gordon Adams’ argument, I might write the following: “I do/don’t agree with Gordon when he asserts that he has sufficiently demonstrated creative thinking in the workplace, and so has no need for algebra.” In the remainder of your essay, you explain why you believe or don’t believe such by evaluating the author’s evidence. 
To evaluate evidence, use the STAR criteria (sufficiency, typicality, accuracy, and relevance) that’s covered in chapter five. As you learn to read as a doubter, your first consideration should be if a writer furnishes enough evidence to support a reason. In terms of statistics, you should consider if sample size is large enough to draw a valid conclusion from. You may also need to evaluate support in terms of how typical it seems, meaning you’ll have to consider both what writer does and doesn’t tell you. (Though an example may be relevant, that doesn’t mean it’s typical). For accuracy, you need to determine if evidence is similar enough to currently accepted data and opinion; you’ll likely need to go online to research other sources with similar information to determine accuracy of particular pieces of evidence. (For the sake of convenience, you may ignore the publication date of your chosen text.) As for relevance, it’s usually assumed that evidence is relevant, so little needs to be said; however, if you have trouble understanding the connections certain evidence has to a reason, then by all means draw attention to such. If you have personal experience related to topic or have read about topic, then make use of your knowledge. For instance, if you feel certain statistics seem to resist your understanding of something, then offer counterexamples as proof. 

Recall that you are limited to four pages; if you feel you can’t adequately handle all of the author’s reasons in four total pages, then limit yourself to the most significant reasons as quality matters more than quantity. Don’t worry if your argument paragraphs vary greatly in terms of length, as author’s reasons might demand little or much attention (owing to complexity, extent of evidence, or degree of controversy). Finally, note that you are NOT required to cite any sources other than your chosen text.
CONCLUSION
Like the introduction, this paragraph should be brief: resist the temptation to put the essay into any larger context; you need only to reiterate your thesis. You may touch on the most significant reason you have for your position, but don’t rehash all the reasons you’ve asserted in body of essay.

LIMITATIONS/REQUIREMENTS
· Make sure to cite all quotations from your chosen text by including either paragraph number or page number in parentheses.
· A Works Cited is required ONLY if you cite a source different from your chosen work.

· Do not let your summary ¶ exceed 15 lines (2/3s of a page).
· Make sure to give your essay a meaningful title (not Essay One or Argument Response).
· Make sure your essay has at least five paragraphs.
· Since your own feelings, opinions, ideas are not relevant in the summary paragraph, avoid using I, me, my, mine, and myself; however, you’re feel free to use these words elsewhere.
· Make sure only to use present tense when referring to what author does or says in text.

· Essay must be formatted according to MLA Style specifications (see course packet).
· Do not use any rhetorical questions! This is a truth-seeking argument.
