Who Should Survive?
Task: Choose six of the following people to survive. They are on a sinking ship in the middle of the ocean and have a lifeboat that can hold only six individuals. It’s possible that in a few days they might reach a deserted island. List the people you’d choose and briefly indicate two reasons for your selection. There are many factors to consider. When finished, compare with a partner, asking him or her to explain their reasoning, and reach a consensus as to which six individuals will survive. You will see that there are plenty of reasons to consider, but some reasons are clearly more significant than others.

a. Dr. Dane—37, white, no religious affiliation, Ph.D. in history, college professor, in good health (jogs daily), hobby is botany, enjoys politics, married with one child (Bobby).
b. Mrs. Dane—38, white, Jewish, rather obese, diabetic, MA in psychology, counselor in a mental health clinic, married to Dr. Dane, has one child.
c. Bobby Dane—10, white, Jewish, mentally handicapped with IQ of 70, healthy and strong for his age.
d. Mrs. Garcia—23, Spanish American, Catholic, ninth-grade education, cocktail waitress, worked as a prostitute, married at age sixteen, divorced at eighteen, has one child (Jean).
e. Jean Garcia—3 months old, Spanish American, healthy.
f. Mary Evans—18, black, Protestant, trade school education, wears glasses, artistic.
g. Mr. Newton—25, black power advocate, starting last year of medical school, appears to be homosexual, music as a hobby, physical fitness buff.
h. Mrs. Clark—28, black, Protestant, daughter of a minister, college graduate, electronics engineer, single now after a brief marriage, member of Zero Population Growth.
i. Mr. Blake—51, white, Mormon, BS in mechanics, married with four children, enjoys outdoors, much experience in construction, quite handy, sympathizes with anti-black views.
j. Father Frans—37, white, Catholic, priest, active in civil rights, former college athlete, farming background, often criticized for liberal views.
k. Dr. Gonzales—66, Spanish American, Catholic, doctor in general practice, two hearth attacks in the past five years, loves literature and quotes extensively.
