UNDERSTANDING  QUALIFICATION
Qualifying your claims in an essay is key to building/sustaining your credibility. The following categorical claim is not qualified:

My greyhound is the fastest dog in the world.

The problem here is the word “fastest.” In other words, even given that one’s dog may be the fastest dog they’ve ever known (assume the owner has known many), how can one realistically make such a judgment unless he or she took the time to test all faster breeds of dogs in the world? The life of such a person would expire long before he or she could ever accomplish such a feat (not to mention the ominous fact that over one million dogs are born everyday). To refute you, one would only need to find one example of a faster dog. Such a fact underscores the reality that most every unqualified claims is like a house of cards: you only need find one exception to topple the house.

The simple categorical claim qualified:

My dog is the fastest dog in Southern California.

My dog is the fastest dog on my block.
Excluding my neighbor’s greyhound, my dog is the fastest dog on my block. 

As compared to the original claim, all three of these claims are more qualified, which is to say they represent a much smaller scope, and so are more realistic. Clearly, the second and third sentences are far more qualified. The third claim is slightly different: the scope is of equal size (my block), but I’ve further qualified claim by making an exception (one I could have come up with in the Rebuttal to Grounds and Reason in my Toulmin model).

A causal claim:

Violent video games were responsible for Cho’s fatal violence at Virginia Tech.

It’s fine of course to assert such a controversial cause is responsible for a given event, yet not without recognizing at least one other cause. In other words, this causal claim asserts that there is only one motivating factor, when its very likely the case that numerous factors precipitated his violent actions. I could qualify this statement in various ways:
Among other causes, violent video games were responsible for Cho’s fatal violence.

Violent video games were the predominant motivation for Cho’s fatal violence.

Though mental illness played a role, Cho was primarily motivated by video games.

How could you qualify the following claims?

The cause of divorce is infidelity.
In terms of mental health, no factor other than genetics has any bearing.

“Because there’s no way to diagnose your car’s problems over the phone.”
The detainees of Guantanamo Bay will resume terrorist activities if released. 
