Securing Your Logic and Credibility
· If inductive reasoning used, did I make sure to gather enough examples or find suitable statistics. In the case of cause or consequence claims, did I give suitable evidence to show the strength of a particular connection?

· In terms of appealing to needs and values, is it clear to reader how such a value or need is relevant to the issue? Do I have enough evidence that ties into such a need or value? Have I chosen values most of my audience would find significant (audience-based reasons)?
· In terms of a refutation, have I made clear just what I hope to refute and marshaled enough evidence and/or considered other realities that would undermine my opposition’s logic? Sometimes refutations are weak because students don’t really deal with what claim they put into perspective, but just shift focus… sometimes refutations are damaging to one’s essay because if you really can’t successfully refute something, then you’ve just given reader more reason to join opposition.

· Is evidence, including vital facts, examples (anecdotal and those you take from various texts), and statistics, relevant, up-to-date, sufficient, accurate, typical/representative? (Not all criteria apply to all types of evidence.)
· In terms of authority opinion, have I selected someone who is a relevant authority; have I made clear why they have authority? and perhaps downplayed bias if any could be alleged by opposition?
· Is my hypothetical example representative enough (recall that this sort of evidence is not actually “evidence,” but in the absence of case studies or real-life examples hypos. may effectively demonstrate a scenario to reader)?
· Have I qualified most statements in essay (not thesis!)? Blind and gross generalizations leave your claims open to attack (refutation).

· If reasoning by comparison (precedent or analogy), have I made clear enough similarities such that writer will buy into my logic?
· Have I made sure not to regard in a negative light those who hold opinions contrary to my own? Could I be accused of being too close-minded?

· In terms of structure, have I ordered my claims effectively, and do I have an opening that engages reader, piques their interest?

