from page 19 of Pigs at the Trough…
“Watching the president smile for the cameras as he signed a reform bill he had never supported, I couldn’t help but wonder if the glint in his eye was because he knew something the rest of us didn’t. That for all his get-tough promises, the bill [corporate reform bill] would actually do very little to reduce the level off corporate influence over our government. 

It made me think of the time a friend took a family trip on a cruise ship. Her 10-year-old son kept pestering every crew-member he encountered, begging for a chance to drive the massive ocean liner. The captain finally invited the family up to the bridge, whereupon the boy grabbed hold of the wheel and began vigorously turning it. My friend panicked—until the captain leaned over and told her not to worry, that the ship was on autopilot, and that her son’s antic maneuvers would have no effect. 


It’s the same with our leaders. They stand on the bridge making theatrical gestures they claim will steer us in a new direction while, down in the control room, the autopilot, programmed by politicians in the pocket of special interests, continues to guide the ship of state along its predetermined course. And you can bet that corporate America—with its Energizer Bunny lobbyists and wide-open checkbooks—will now be working overtime to further it own interests.”
