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	Subject matter is appropriate (phenomenon/trend and consequences); thesis is appropriate (a consequence claim); the role you play is appropriate: a truth-seeker who doesn’t venture into the world of values
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Integration of Evidence—you’ve done your best to find relevant evidence and to characterize such evidence so as to reveal its strengths and weaknesses (rhetorically effective attributive tags). Quotations are properly punctuated; paraphrases are accurate. There is no ambiguity as to who is speaking in any given sentence in your essay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Logical Consistency—causation is carefully accounted for: sound inferences are drawn from cited evidence; where necessary, you clearly delineate the links in a causal chain; assertions are qualified
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Effective Structure—(among other things) never losing sight of your thesis, having an engaging introduction, using topic sentences, having unified paragraphs, logically transitioning from one paragraph to the next
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MLA Documentation—all material, with the exception of common knowledge, that is summarized, paraphrased, or quoted from sources is cited. Works Cited and in-text/parenthetical citations properly formatted. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Proper Grammar/Mechanics & Effective Style (includes correctly formatting essay according to MLA guidelines)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


7=100%; 6=92%; 5=84; 4=76; 3=68; 2=60%; and 1=52%  (criteria in bold are double-weighted)
