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FIFTH TUESDAY SOCIETY MEETS THURSDAY?

Well yes, upon occasion. And thereby hangs a tale …

Once upon a time regional chapters made a habit of getting together every quarter. They called themselves the Gold Country Chapters and made a point of assembling at the meeting place of a different chapter each quarter. A great time was had by all who attended, but as so often happens in the affairs of humans, the practice fell into desuetude.

Recently, however, some few local barbershoppers decided that such visits should be revived. Looking at the calendar, these caring souls discovered that on average, there will be a fifth Tuesday about once a quarter. Tuesday was important because most regional chapters meet on that night. The first one to step to the volunteer plate, however, was an exception. It met on Thursday nights. Folsom Chapter, naturally …

Anyhow, that’s the approximate genesis of a fun-filled evening that took place Thursday, 31 January at the Starz School meeting place of the Folsom Harmony Express. MC extraordinaire Clark Abrahamson presided and sent one impromptu quartet after another out to practice a song for a minute or two, then return to display their prowess. In all about a dozen impromptu quartets, designated when they registered upon arriving, performed for the assemblage.

In addition to Clark Abrahamson, credit Stan Trumbull, Charlie Clark, Keith Eckhardt, Marion Gribskov in particular, and others too 

numerous to mention in general for this fun filled evening. 

And since illustrations are not as windy as words, a couple of pictures will convey the essence of the occasion.                                                     

What performing quartets saw:
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What the audience saw:      
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(Additional pictures of featured quartets can be found in Pictorial Supplement 1.)

AU REVOIR, BON AMI!

A gathering of a dozen and a half Folsom Chapter members, wives and friends spent the evening of 2 February saying goodbye to our afterglow hosts and good friends, Mitzi and Daniel. We were only a small part of a much larger gathering of customers who over the last few years have enjoyed the outstanding cuisine. It was a celebratory as well as a sad time. Here are two pictures from that occasion. More can be found in bulletin Pictorial Supplement 2.
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Carry me back to old Virginny
Shortchange, North Carolina
Barbershop News Service
Authorities in several counties are trying to sort out a bizarre incident that began in this small town yesterday evening. Four men were apprehended transporting a bound and gagged male victim across the old dominion state line.

Pressed for an explanation, the group averred that they were simply returning to the sovereign state of Virginia one of its citizens. “You know,” one stated, “just like in the song.”
Further questioning revealed the four were a barbershop quartet from Shortchange. “This guy comes to chapter meetings and insists on fifth-wheeling everytime we get together during meeting breaks to sing,” another of those apprehended explained. “He doesn’t seem to draw the distinction between a chorus and a quartet.”
The four were subsequently held for arraignment, but in separate cells. “Nobody was getting any sleep,” the jailer explained next morning in magistrate’s court. “These guys would have sung all night long if I’d have kept them in the general holding cell.”
Efforts to contact the quartet’s victim for a statement failed. It is unknown whether he will press charges, and if so, whether for deprivation of liberty or suppression of musical expression.
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GONE BY THE BOARD …

President Charlie Clark opened the meeting at 7:08 PM with board members Stan Trumbull, Marion Gribskov, Hersh Roby, Burt Weichenthal and Bill Seibel also in attendance (though Burt was excused for urgent personal business and left early. This, by the way, is the kind of factoid found only in the old e-Ditor’s kind of board meeting reports. Shows why he’s still getting the big bucks). Phil Taylor and Johnny Desmond attended as well.

For a complete (and totally accurate) report I’d suggest you consult Hersh Roby’s official minutes. Lots of stuff can be found there that will not be reported here. That’s mostly because I either slept through that part of the meeting or forgot it since my notes are usually something less than legible. Or I wanted to use this space to highlight a matter.

One such item was a music program discussion of considerable length. Marion Gribskov is really giving this the old college try and can use wider membership involvement. He is currently trying to get a consensus on what constitutes chorus repertoire so that he has a basis for planning out a reasonable music program. Make sure you air your personal prejuidices with him. Out of his efforts should come a six to twelve month plan for adding and dropping numbers. While past efforts have added a few numbers, and desuetude (second time this bulletin!) removed a couple of others, what is needed is systematic addition and deletion.

Another item of direct and immediate concern to the membership was a discussion about meeting places. Our prez and Stan Trumbull have been exploring the possibility of meeting at a nearby church. Stan has had preliminary conversation with appropriate officials and will pursue negotiations. Cost, however, may be a limiting factor. Stay tuned (and if you have some thoughts on the subject, please pass them along to Charlie or Stan).

Still another item dealt with chapter growth ideas covered in the most recent issue of the Harmonizer. Prez Charlie asked board members to take at least one of the many suggestions and think through in detail how it might be applied locally. Again, this is a matter that could use member input as well. Got ideas? Get them to one or more of your friendly board members.

Well, there was lots more, but you’ll have to consult the official minutes for it. The board meeting concluded at 7:58 PM.
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FOLSOM EXPRESS RAMBLE

Hard to think of something a chapter like Folsom might need. After all, it has everything to gladden the heart of even the most demanding barbershopper. But after many hours spent researching this topic, your e-Ditor finally came up with something the chapter doesn’t have, namely, a fight song. Or maybe fright song, I don’t know … Anyhow, here it is. Unfortunately, musicianship isn’t among the e-Ditor’s accomplishments, so someone else is going to have to write the tune.

Ra da da da da, ra da da da da, ra da da da da da.

Bm, bm, bm

Hear them a singin’, singin’ barbershop songs,

Happy, snappy, the way it b’longs.

Hustlin’, bustlin’ and buzzin’ a roun’,

Happily expecting your elation.

Look at the ‘Spress, number D ninety eight,

Huffin’ and puffin’, but never comes late.

Who do you think’s about to sing?

The guys who always make the chords ring.

They’re gonna sing that barbershopping tune,

Like you never heard it sung,

Like when you still were young.

All together now, one and two, join and come along,

Feel the beat of that ramblin’, scramblin’ barbershop song,

Come on and ramble along!

Ra da da da da etc.

Oh yeah, you should know that these lyrics haven’t passed the el wavo test. Don’t recall that he used any words when he passed judgment. His face said it all.


The first meeting of the month (7 February) was well-attended. Maybe the stars, that were not in conjunction the more sparsely attended  meeting of the previous week, finally managed to get themselves into alignment. This on a rainy night even! It was easy to account for Dusty Rhoads appearance though. He made sure his Valentine’s quartet was going to get some practice before the big day. Which would have worked out well except for one each missing baritone. But not to worry. Phil Taylor stepped into the gap. Made for a delightfully well-blended quartet sound too. 
Marion (the Agrarian) Gribskov’s aggressive stance vis-à-vis repertoire review made headway too. Dealing with el wavo, however, always results in a certain amount of negotiation, if only to rearrange segment times. Thus Valentine’s Day song review took precedence over routine repertoire as director Jim Campbell wended his tuneful way through the evening’s program. Still the program included lots of quartetting, and that, after all, is the name of the Folsom game.
Should also note -- to commend -- inclusion of a new wrinkle in the printed program. Marion is now listing coming events, a calendar if you will, keeping before your eyes important matters looming in barbershopping. Not just local stuff either. He’s including events of neighboring chapters as well. Increasingly we’re finding that barbershopping is more regional than ever.
Our second meeting of the month didn’t take place … to the dismay of some like Nick Sadowy who showed up. Unfortunately, we hadn’t succeeded in getting the word to the entire membership that we’d be dark that night due to late delivery of singing Valentines. For the same reason, attendance was almost negligible at our new afterglow site, even though it began early (about 9:00 PM). Well, win some, lose some …
We were back to boisterous though the next week. Even had a couple of guests, Steve Taylor from Stockton Chapter, and Bob Horvath, visiting from Truckee. Needless to say, Stan (BOTY) Trumbull was ecstatic. And the fates smiled on Nick Sadowy, perhaps because of his disappointment the previous week. His class let out early on this particular night, and he was able to gather in a little of the magic that is Folsom Harmony Express barbershopping.
Several  items discussed at the business meeting have particular pertinence and need be mentioned. 
The first of these was a request that the chapter support an American Stroke Association event in which Dar Haag is going to participate in Kona, Hawaii in June. After a very brief discussion, the chapter membership agreed to donate $100 in support of the program. The chapter is keenly aware and very appreciative of Dar’s help in our singing Valentines program the last couple of years. Without it, we’d not have been able to field a second quartet.
Secondly, Les Cudworth passed out fliers outlining his church’s 50th anniversary celebration on 21 April. The Folsom Harmony Express is scheduled to entertain that afternoon following a banquet. Les was particularly concerned that a specific number be included in the program, namely, No One’s Perfect. Some of you may recall that this number figured prominently when Les’s choir visited our chapter meeting a few months ago.
A third matter was brought before the membership by Stan Trumbull who has been looking around for another chapter meeting place. It is now a matter of some urgency since President Charlie Clark has sold his business and retired, and can no longer maintain Starz School’s heating and air conditioning systems. This has been our rent payment for the past few years. Stan has located a nearby church that is willing to accept us and has excellent facilities available for our use. The church has asked for a rental fee of $50 monthly which poses a potential future problem, depending on the chapter’s ability to remain solvent. The consensus was that the board should proceed with negotiations.
El wavo made the last meeting of the month (28 February) particularly memorable. Inspired, perhaps, by the good turn-out of members that night, Jim Campbell spent considerable time making sure singers “got it right”. Not just notes either. He insisted on words being correctly enunciated as well. While he didn’t put it that way, he had apparently decided that henceforth words are not going to be disemvowelled. Quite a process, this … but there was a noticeable improvement in the quality of sound as a result. Let us hope el wavo continues to insist, but more to the point, let us try to remember the lesson.
And to gladden the heart of our guy who is always concerned about membership, Stan (BOTY) Trumbull, there were two guests. Steve Taylor made a long drive again to join us, and Mike Aita came down from the not so Olympian heights of Newcastle with el wavo. Both guests attended the afterglow as well (not, strictly speaking, that Mike had a choice … ). 
During the business portion of the meeting Stan Trumbull updated members on efforts to relocate the chapter meeting place to Redeemer Covenant Church at 6800 Main Avenue in Orangevale. Considerable discussion followed his report, but all of it highly favorable to making the move. Members were reminded that moving will necessitate a monthly outlay of $50, and president Charlie Clark pointed out that dues will probably have to be raised slightly to help cover the expense. This didn’t seem to diminish the enthusiasm for making the move which will now be taken up by the board at its next meeting.
Well, so much for February. Short month though it was, there was a lot going on.
The Folsom Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society [SPEBSQSA, Inc.] meets at Starz Pre-School, 6035 Main Avenue, Orangevale every Thursday at 8:00 PM. Guests are warmly welcomed and set to singing immediately.

President: Charlie Clark
Vice Pres. Membership: Stan Trumbull

Vice Pres. Music/Program: Marion Gribskov

Secretary/Treasurer: Hersh Roby

Immediate Past President: Paul Bennetts

Board Members at Large:

   Burt Weichenthal

   Bill Seibel

Director: Jim Campbell

e-Ditor: Bill Seibel
Articles without a byline or other credit are by the eDitor, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Society, the District, the Folsom Chapter, its membership, or even the eDitor himself. To be sure, contributions are welcome, but only the truly outrageous will be published.
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7 March – Board Meeting, Starz School, 7:20 PM

7, 14, 21, 28 March – Folsom Chapter Meetings, Starz School (6035 Main Avenue) and Redeemer Covenant Church (6800 Main Avenue), 8:00 PM

21 Harmony for Lunch Bunch Meeting, Hof Brau Plaza, 11: 30 AM

20 April – Folsom Invitational Show, Citrus Heights Community Center, 8:00 PM

21 April – First Baptist Church Banquet Performance, VFW Post, 3300 U Street, North Highlands, 1:00 PM

25 April – Fountainwood Residential Care Performance, 8773 Oak Avenue, Orangevale, 7:30 PM

© 2002 William Seibel
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