Salmon; A Lesson

By Follows The Bear
I am, indeed, fortunate to live on the banks of one of the Pacific Northwest’s most beautiful rivers.  While man’s hand is evident on the river, for much of its course, natural from it’s headwaters to the Pacific.  Salmon run in this river.  Recently, a friend of mine informed me that the Salmon were migrating.

The wonder of the Salmon run has fascinated me since I was a boy.  I have seen it many times, but never so close as this day.  Scores, perhaps hundreds of the mighty fish were visible moving upstream.  Though the most rigorous part of the journey lay ahead, some already showed signs of wear; torn fins, scraped noses, but the exodus never slowed or stopped.  What drives these magnificent creatures to fight both man and nature to return to the place of their birth; instinct or the hand of the Creator?

I watched for several hours, marveling at the persistence Salmon displayed when suddenly the lesson became clear.  It is the Destiny of Salmon to secure the Legacy of future generations.  Salmon that are born this year must struggle to survive, traveling down the river to the sea.  Those that survive life in the sea must then face the daunting challenge of returning to the spawning grounds to propagate the species and renew the life cycle. 

America, today, is like the migrating Salmon.  Indeed, all freedom loving people of the World should heed the lesson Salmon taught me this day.  Fear is the river in which we swim today.  Terror is the obstacle that stands in our way.  Freedom and Liberty are the fertile grounds we seek where the legacy can be passed on.

Swim Salmon!

Fight the current of the River of Fear!

Leap the Waterfall of Terror!

Stay the course!

In the end, battered and tired, bloody but unbowed you will find the placid waters of your Destiny and the Legacy will be secured.

(September 11, 2001; Lest We Forget)
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