Comparing the contents of the plays

Moliere wrote these two plays, The Imaginary Invalid and Tartuffe, to reveal the pretense of the feudal nobility and Catholicism. They were the exempla for criticizing the reality of society by different human faults at that period, such as hypocrisy, stupid credulity, intolerance and prejudice, fawning sycophants, and miserly selfishness. By The Imaginary Invalid, Moliere criticized the authority of the physicians. Most of doctors just had the superficial medical knowledge, without the morality of medicine. By Tartuffe, Moliere reflected the faults and follies of the people, the essences of hypocrite in the world.
Comparing the characters of the plays

Argan vs. Orgon

They both buried themselves in trusting one people (or one belief). Argan trusted the doctors or the medicinal professionals much, rather than trusting his family members; Similarly, Orgon also trusted the fake-Christian much, rather than his family members. In addition, they treated the specific people (medicinal professionals for Argan and fake-Christian for Orgon) in a different way than their family members. They showed 100% obedience for what the specific people said, and they both showed uncomfortable and angry when someone stood against their points of view. For example, in two dramas, when someone wanted to comment the marriage set by the Argan / Orgon, they both scolded the respective person. They both used their daughter's marriages to let themselves beneficial. Argan used his daughter’s marriage to exchange with his "healthy", while Orgon used his daughter’s marriage to exchange with the trust from the fake-Christian. They both showed adamancy in making any decision. For example, Argan consisted himself in "illness", and he should see a doctor; Orgon was cussed on his religion, thinking the fake-Christian was a kind man, and he should share all his treasures with him. Furthermore, their close-minds were clarified only if they saw the truth. Even other persons illustrated them the truth, they still did not accept, and persisted their beliefs or actions were right. Eventually, the characters of Argan/Orgon were the examples of ironic expressions suggested by Moliere. Moliere used this type of characters to show that “appeal to authority” was a common phenomenon in noble stage, and the phenomenon was further extended into fatuity.

Although these two characters were similar, they had little bit differences. The reason for Argan “appeal to authority” was because Argan thought he was a patient. Thus, he thought he should seek advice from the medicinal professionals so that his illness could be cured. If Argan did not think himself as illness, he might not trust the medical professionals anymore. However, Orgon believed the fake-Christian much, just because of the word “kind”. Orgon thought that the fake-Christian was a considerate person, so he became a bias. Actually, if the visitor this time was not a fake-Christian, but another considerate person, Orgon also became a bias to that particular characteristic. 
Toinette vs. Dorine

They both were very clever, had fast responses and common senses. Although they were maids (low-level in society), they still had higher intelligent than their masters (high-level in society). They gave many advices to their masters, and put enormous efforts in guiding their masters onto the right way. For example, Toinette acted as a fake doctor to treat her master's "illness"; and Dorine helped his mistress to trick the fake-Christian, and then showed the truth to her master. Though their masters Argan/Orgon always scolded them, they still retained their honesty, and willing to help their masters to re-adjust the relationship between each family member. They both treated the master’s daughters well inside the two dramas. Whenever the “daughter” had so-called "difficulties" or "criticism", they were always willing to help by using their intelligence. For example, Toinette helped Cleante to pretend as a piano tutor so that Argan did not know Cleante was the one who Angelique actually loved; similarly, Dorine helped Mariane to avoid the marriage "contract" between the fake-Christian set by Orgon so that Mariane could marry with the one she actually loved. Similar in the first paragraph mentioned, the characters of Toinette/Dorine were also the examples recommended by Moliere. Moliere wanted to illustrate the importance of having common sense, and thus used such characters to tell the audiences that common sense was very important in their daily life.
Beline vs. Elmire

Beline was Argan’s second wife in The Imaginary Invalid while Elmire was Orgon’s second wife in Tartuffe. Although the role of them seemed quite similar in their own plays, they had very different character. In Imaginary Invalid, Beline was being a very unkind stepmother, she did not care any about her stepdaughter, Angelique, when Argan wanted to send Angelique to a convent, Beline was so happy because she would be the only inheritor of Argan’s wealth. So we could know that Beline is a person who is greedy and sinister. On the other hand, in the story of Tartuffe, Elmire was being a kind stepmother, she had good relationship with her stepson and stepdaughter, Damis and Mariane, Elmire did not have any argument with them. When Orgon wanted her daughter to marry that evil man, Tartuffe, Elmire did not agree and she tried to stop the marriage. Elmire was loyal to her husband, although Tartuffe told her he was in love with her, she was not lured by him. We could see that that she was quite clever, when she knew that Tartuffe loved her, she trapped him and disclosed Tartuffe’s real face in front of Orgon in order to stop Orgon kept on addicting to Tartuffe. In the whole story, she was being a responsible wife; she loved and always helped her husband not to be cheated by the evil man. Unlike Beline, she married Orgon not because of his money. But Beline was not a good wife, her aim was Argan’s money, she was hypocritical as she seemed to treat Argan very good, but when she knew Argan was dead, she changed her attitude immediately. In our mind, we usually thought that stepmother must be sinister and not a good mother or wife. In The Imaginary Invalid and Tartuffe, even though Beline and Elmire was both being a stepmother, they had different manner. Beline was a typical stepmother and the kindness of Elmire really surprised us, it really changed our concept and let us knows that there could be a kind stepmother who loved her children and her husband.

Diafoirus vs. Tartuffe

Diafoirus was a doctor in The Imaginary Invalid while Tartuffe was the hypocrite in Tartuffe. Diafoirus was Purgon’s brother-in-law, and Purgon was Argan’s doctor. Diafoirus and Purgon believed in medicine blindly. Although the medical knowledge of Diafoirus was limited, he still thought that no one could be doubt with his medical knowledge, he thought that medicine was lofty, doctors were also lofty, too. So, he was very proud of being a doctor. Tartuffe was an odious hypocrite whose apparent piety had ingratiated him with the credulous Orgon and his mother Mme. Pernelle, had been taken into Orgon's home. Both Orgon and his mother believed that Tartuffe's pious example would be good for the other members of the family. Of course, Tartuffe was a hypocritical person, each time when he spoke, he always said, ‘I too could wish, as Heaven’s especial favour………….’ Or ‘our souls………’ In fact, he just wanted to show that he was pious. He lived with Orgon, his aim was his money, and we could know that he was also greedy for money. At the end of the story, when Tartuffe realized his hypocrisy had been discovered, he promptly turned the family out of the house, it showed that he was ingratitude and selfish. He was very sinister, in this true heart, he was not a pious man, he just knew how to say some word to cheat Orgon and Orgon’s mother, he used religious which was holy as a means to break human’s heart. He was evil, although Orgon treated him very well, he did not bring his family any benefit but just wanted to get benefits from his family. Diafoius and Tartuffe had some similarities, for example, they both blindly believed in professionals, although their knowledge are really limited, they would not shame when people disclosed their ignorance, this was the common weakness of the professions at that time. But Diafoius and Tartuffe had difference, too. Although one blindly believed in medicine and one blindly believed in religious, Diafoius had not done anything evil or anything to hurt others, but Tartuffe was not, he cheated others, hurt others’ heart in order to damage others’ family and made the people who believed him to be disappointed. These two characters really showed the situation at that time very well, Moliere used this kind of people to mock the ignorance of the professions.
Angelique vs. Mariane

Angelique and Mariane were pretty young ladies. They desired to marry their lovers Cleante/Valere. For example, they misunderstood who their fathers were talking about at the beginning, as they were in the pressing and impatient frame of minds on their marriages. In addition, Angelique and Mariane were amiable and had a good relationship with their maids Toinette/Dorine. They looked on Toinette/Dorine as their close friends or mothers. For example, when they got the worries and problems of marriages, they always depended on and chatted with Toinette/Dorine. Furthermore, Angelique and Mariane respected their fathers Agran/Orgon and were obedient to them. For example, when their fathers told them about the forced marriages, they hadn’t rejected it immediately though they were averse to it. Meanwhile, Angelique and Mariane were courageous and honesty. For example, they refused their fathers’ decision; otherwise they were willing to sacrifice their lives for love. 

However, Angelique was mature and elegant as she was earnest in the marriage matter; Mariane was vivacious and naïve like a child, as she only made a row with Valere for her marriage matter. Furthermore, Angelique was reasonable and brave. For example, she had strong determination that she would not marry the person she didn’t love; moreover, she expressed her real feeling and opinion to her strict father and Thomas. Nevertheless, Mariane was cowardly and weak-minded. For example, when Dorine helped her and argued with Orgon, Mariane hadn’t said anything to show her own view.

Cleante vs. Valere

Cleante and Valere were gentle and polite. They respected and cared their lovers Angelique/Mariane. For example, when they knew Argan and Orgon’s forced marriages, they hadn’t put any pressure to their lovers. And, they were considerate and helpful. For example, Cleante usually regarded to Argan as he heard Argan getting illness; Similarly, Valere informed Orgon about the urgent news of accusation and was willing to help him for fleeing.   

However, Cleante was a common people. He was intelligent on extemporized opera as he sang and spoke impromptu for expressing his feeling; but Valere was a seigneur .He had no special expertise. In addition, Cleante was confident and patient. He took actions aggressively to strive for his lover. For example, he was stouthearted trying to show how much he loved Angelique and persuaded Argan to accept him. Yet, Valere was passive and cowardly. He was diffident to express his real opinions of Mariane’s marriage and hadn’t convinced to her stubborn father, but he was childishness to make a row with Mariane without solving the problems effectively.
Louison vs. Damis

Louison and Damis loved and cared their family members. Louison supported her sister Angelique. She hadn’t told anything to her father Argan about the talking content between Angelique and Cleante. Similarly, Damis supported his sister Mariane. He had tried to persuade his father permitting his sister’s marriage.

However, Louison was a clever, active and cute girl. She pretended to dead for making fun with Argan, for avoiding his questioning. Nevertheless, she had surrendered by Argan’s questioning at last, as she respected and was obedient to her father. On the contrary, Damis was a mature and irritable man. He had the sense of justice on the fake-Christian and hated Tartuffe so much. He was hotheaded and impatient on problems solving. For example, he always lost his tempered and cursed without creasing while somebody were discussing Tartuffe; moreover, he was ingenuous telling the truth of fake Tartuffe to his father Orgon hurriedly. As a result, he enraged his father and was expelled away home.

Beralde vs. Cleante (Elmire’s brother)

Beralde and Cleante loved their family. Beralde cared Argan as his brother was blind on medical professional; moreover, he supported Angelique marrying her lover. Similarly, Cleante cared his sister Elmire, while she got sick or was wronged, he might help and say something for her; also, he supported Mariane marrying his friend Valere. In addition, Beralde and Cleante was patient and had good communication skills. For example, they directed the conversation tactfully and made some advices for Argan/Orgon prudently. Beralde had sense of justice on medical professionals; and Cleante was a free thinker and had the logical mind on science and the sense of justice on religion beliefs. Furthermore, they are intelligent and helpful. For example, Beralde made an interesting idea that planning a ceremony of the conferment of a doctor’s degree, which was used for fulfilling Argan’s dream and eased up the family atmosphere; Cleante did his best to help Orgon against Tartuffe for saving his family and properties in the end. 
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