August 14, 2005
Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-31)

The parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Son deal with the same theme, how God responds to the sinner.  Compare these three parables.  What are differences and similarities?
One difference is that the Father didn’t go and look for the son.  The Father waited patiently for the son to return.  IT shows that God does not impose His control over us to come to Him.  It is a decision that we make, to repent and return to God.

What kinds of reactions did the father have to the younger son’s return?  What was the older brother’s reaction to the younger brother’s return?  What made the difference?  What kind of reactions do we exhibit to sinners who repent?
The father loved the younger son, the older son was filled with resentment.  This difference welcomed the lost son openly and on the other hand missed out on a great feast.  How our heart condition is truly reflects how we respond to what goes on around us.  We cannot fully worship God when we have because sin cannot be in a holy place (Leviticus 20:26; 2 Samuel 6:3-7; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; 1 Peter 1:15-16).  If our hearts are not in the right place how can we truly serve God?  We would not see what God sees, someone to love.



IF – Part 3b

   Sometimes, when we are distressed by past failure and tormented by fear of failure in the future should we again set our faces toward Jerusalem, nothing helps so much as to give some familiar scripture time to enter into us and become part of our being.  The words “Grace for grace” have been a help to me since I read in a little old book of Bishop Moule’s something that opened their meaning.  (Till then I had not understood them.)

   He says “for” means simply instead: “The image is of a perpetual succession of supply; a displacement ever going on; ceaseless changes of need and demand.

   “The picture before us is as of a river.  Stand on its banks, and contemplate the flow of waters.  A minute passes, and another.  Is it the same stream still?  Yes.  But is it the same water?  No.  The liquid mass that passed you a few seconds ago fills now another section of the channel; new water has displaced it, or if you please replaced it; water instead of water.  And so hour by hour, and year by year, and century by century, the process holds; one stream, other waters, living, not stagnant, because always in the great identity there is perpetual exchange.  Grace takes the place of grace [and love takes the place of love]; ever new, ever old, ever the same, ever fresh and young, for hour by hour, for year by year, through Christ.”
-Amy Carmichael
IF


Prayer Requests








Philippians 2:14-16a


Romans 12:12-13


Romans 3:25-26


John 3:30





Our Memory Verse


He must become greater; I must become less.


  


John 3:30
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Parable of the Lost Son





Luke 15:11-32














