August 7, 2005
Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10)

What was the most valuable thing that you found?  What made it so valuable? 

What value did the coins have to the woman?  What value does a sinner have to God?  How about a believer?
The coins, in one source says, were probably a wedding gift which had great sentimental value.  In another, the coins were equal to a day’s wages and was the source of all her wealth.  In any case, the coins had great value to the woman because she searches and searches until she finds the coin.  

The sinner is of great value to God because the sinner is still loved by God.  You don’t realize the full impact of how much you care about a person until you become a parent.  You want to see that your child is protected and given all the good things.  It may be the same way with God.  To want the sinner to come back to God and receive the good things that God has intended for the sinner.  The believer is equally valuable.  

What are modern day church attitudes toward sinners?  Are churches today welcoming of sinners? 


IF – Part 3a

   No vision of the night can show, no word declare, with what longings of love Divine Love waits till the heart, all weary and sick of itself, turns to its Lord and says, “Take full possession.”  There is no need to plead that the love of God shall fill our hearts as though He were unwilling to fill us: He is willing as light is willing to flood a room that is opened to its brightness; willing as water is willing to flow into an emptied channel.  Love is pressing round us on all sides like air.  Cease to resist, and instantly love takes possession.  As the 15th century poem Quia amore langues says,

Long and love thou never so high,

My love is more than thine may be.
More, far more.  For as His abundance of pardon passes our power to tell it, so does His abundance of love: it is far as the East is from the West, high as the heaven is above the earth.  But words fail.  Love soars above them all.

   To look at ourselves leads to despair.  Thank God, the Blood cleanseth.

If thou be foul, I shall make thee clean,

If thou be sick, I shall thee heal.

Foundest thou ever love so leal?
Never, Lord, never.

-Amy Carmichael
IF


Prayer Requests








Philippians 2:14-16a


Romans 12:12-13


Romans 3:25-26


John 3:30





Our Memory Verse


He must become greater; I must become less.


  


John 3:30








Next Week


Parable of the Lost Son





Luke 15:11-32














