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Just when you thought it was safe to go diving

Padi have qualified Mr Stephen J Flowers as a registered Open Water Diving Instructor!
On Sunday 8th August 2004 at approximately 12:00hrs, Richard Evans the Chief Examiner signed the examination paperwork & supplied Mr Flowers with an instructor number.
Following an intensive 12 day development course & 3 day Instructor Examination Mr Flowers will now be permitted to conduct PADI scuba diving courses from beginner level to Dive Master, including the teaching & supervision of children from the age of 8.

Mr Flowers has already been offered freelance work at Atlantis Dive Resort on Sabang Beach, which is respected as the most superior dive establishment in the region.

Quoted as being “bloody relieved & knackered,” Mr Flowers is now de-stressing & relaxing at his home in Sabang for 7 days, before embarking on an Advanced Nitrox course next week.
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Inset: Steve undertaking his final test – “the snorkel,” in which friends & well-wishers pour as much booze down the snorkel as Steve can drink in one go!
[image: image2.jpg]



Woman attacked by Titan Triggerfish

As regular divers in the Indo-Pacific area will know, the Titan Triggerfish can be extremely aggressive during the nesting season, which runs from June to September in the Philippines area.

The species vary in size from 12cm to 1metre in length & 10cm to half a metre in depth. The triggerfish are fast, successful hunters on account of their strong, solid bodies & the sharp, shiny teeth at the front of their snout like mouths.
Following various unprovoked & vicious attacks in the Sabang region, Niki Flowers joins the list of victims.
It was late afternoon on 7th August when Niki was guiding a group of divers at a dive site named Hole in the Wall. The dive had been an exhilarating drift & the group were in high spirits when they levelled off at 10m where they would spend the remaining 8 minutes of dive time.

As Niki prepared to fill her SMB & send it to the surface she felt a heavy thud to the top of her head that sent her flying backwards approximately 4m.

It took Niki a couple of seconds to recover from the heavy blow, but when she looked towards the sandy bank she saw a female Triggerfish, approximately half a metre in length circling & preparing for another attack.

Niki said “I knew if she got me again I would be in serious trouble, so I put my fins between myself & the fish & kicked as hard as I could!” Either this persuaded the female not to attack again, or more likely Niki swam away from the fishes nest & eggs. Either way a counter attack was avoided.
It’s thought that the fish rammed Niki at full speed with an approximately 10 metre run up! (They’re fast fish by the way!)
Although the dive was completed, Niki complained of a headache & slight dizziness when leaving the water & an examination to her head revealed a large lump, a huge bruise & some broken skin.

On reflection later, Niki exclaimed “thank God for the 2mm hood that I was wearing! I feel sure that the accident would have been a lot nastier had I been diving with my head exposed!”

The incident has not put Niki off diving, although she will be investing in a pair of contact lenses in Hong Kong later this year!
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